100th anniversary of the encyclical Pascendi Dominici gregis
Letter to Cardinals and Bishops of the Catholic Church

Your Eminence, Your Excellence,

by God’s Providence You are counted among the men of the Church right in this hard time of a deep crisis of the Christian faith. Your responsibility for the future of the Church and for the salvation of souls is greater than of Your predecessors within the whole two-millenium existence of the Church.

This year it will be 100 years since the publication of the encyclical “Pascendi” which at that time started a recovery process in the Catholic Church. Today the situation in the Church is similar in many aspects, and it is even much more serious than 100 years ago.

Your Eminence, Your Excellence, the people of God turn to you as to the men of the Church and beseech You to support the Holy Father Benedict XVI and help him make a similar reform in the Church as was made by St. Pius X 100 years ago, even if it should cost him life.

100th anniversary (1907-2007)
At the end of spring 1907 various journals began to publish news that the Pope intended to write a circular letter against Modernism. The impressions evoked by this presage differed. Many genuine priests and bishops were relieved, delighted that at last from the very competent post they would receive clear instructions how they were to orientate themselves in the chaos of that time. However, those whom it concerned most were not a little disconcerted by this information and received it with great indignation. They were right at their best – the seed of heresy ardently sowed by them had just begun its rampant germination. They dreamed, spoke and wrote about a new model of the Church.

On 3rd July 1907 the Congregation of the Holy Office issued a decree “Lamentabili sane exitu”. It contained a brief abstract of heretical teachings which were to be treated more extensively and thoroughly in the prepared encyclical. The introduction mentions that there have arisen many who pretend a kind of more profound comprehension of the faith and of the biblical history. These seek to reform the truths of the faith in such manner that it leads to total extinction of Christianity. This is followed by 65 theses which are condemned as devious and heretical. It is interesting that today almost all of these condemned heresies are presented to the students of theology as the Catholic doctrine. That is why Lamentabili as well as the encyclical Pascendi are of such great relevance even for the present time. Lamentabili says: “The corrupted human nature (old self) causes that many people hate most when the truth is revealed in full simplicity and when it does not fear even ridicule and threats.” 

Two months after the publication of the decree Lamentabili, on 8th September 1907 a memorable circular letter Pascendi Dominici gregis was issued. Genuine Catholics welcomed it with great thankfulness. Modernistic writings, concerning the form, are often true examples of beautiful word. Many times heresies are so masterfully and inconspicuously admixed with them that one needs a well-trained spirit so as to distinguish them in full extent. For this reason many genuine believers are much thankful to the Holy Father that he exactly and clearly designated the heresies of Modernism so that everyone might know what cannot be related with the faith and morals of the Catholic Church. Therefore there were a lot of thankful letters coming, in which bishops in the name of their dioceses expressed their thanks to the Holy Father. Even non-Catholics admired the adamant faithfulness of the Holy See in the defence of purity of faith. A certain journal of the Anglican Church mentions: “‘Lamentabili’ and the encyclical ‘Pascendi’ deserve the deepest respect and attention not only of the Catholics but of the whole Christian world. Again it became manifest that the Roman Pontiff is the firmest defender of the Christian truth.” Today non-Catholic Christians would appreciate the defence of the foundations of faith in a far greater measure than 100 years ago. Cardinal Fischer from Cologne then wrote: “The time of concessions dictated by weakness and inappropriate lenience, the time of friendly relations with the spirit of the world, has gone. We have a duty to preserve the faith in its full integrity.” Bishops, encouraged by the encyclical, began with a new spirit and strength to take steps against the subversive efforts of heresy. Numbers of journals out of which came a hidden poison of unbelief were forbidden. In the introduction of the encyclical “Pascendi” the Pope writes: “In these late years one has seen an exceeding increase of the number of enemies of Christ’s cross who struggle by means of completely new tactics and by help of tricks to undermine the life strength of the Church, yes, were it possible, to uproot the very kingdom of Christ… Therefore we must no longer be silent, that the lenience which we have used up till this time be not charged on us as neglect of the most sacred duties.”

Besides the introduction the encyclical contains the following ten chapters: 

§1. Religious philosophy of Modernists

§2. A believing Modernist

§3. Theology of Modernists

§4. Biblical history and criticism according to Modernism

§5. Modernistic apologetics

§6. Modernistic reform

§7. Modernism is a load of all heresies and leads to atheism

§8. The causes of Modernism

§9. The practices of Modernists in the spreading of their heresies

§10. What is the (effective) solution?

At the conclusion of the encyclical the Pope writes: “Now venerable brothers, we repose confidence in Your help and ardour. We pray for abundance of light from above that in such a rupture of spirits from all sides and in such a rush of heresies You might know what to do. That You then with all might and resolution may devote to that which is Your duty. May Jesus Christ who is the originator and the executor of Your faith work through You by His power. May the Immaculate Virgin, the destroyer of all heresies, stand by You and help You by Her intercession. We bestow upon You, upon the clergy and upon Your faithful our apostolic blessing.”

Given in Rome 8th September 1907.

PP Pius X

On 1st September 1910 the Pope Pius X published the memorable “Motu Proprio Sacrorum antistitum”. He orders therein that all Catholic priests irrespectively of dignity and age confirm upon oath that they are not adherents to the doctrine which the encyclical “Pascendi” repudiates as heretical. The oath had to be made by all candidates before ordination, bishops, priests as well as all members of the Roman congregations without whatever exception.

Heresies condemned in Lamentabili

(the same heresies are now proclaimed by HCT)

Modernism mendaciously claims: “One cannot prove the Divinity of Christ from the Gospel!” (heresy № 27)
The evidences of the Divinity are in the reality that Jesus was casting out demons, healing the sick, raising the dead and doing various other wonders, He was raised up from the dead as an evidence that He is the Son of God. The whole Gospel and the whole New Testament are a testimony that Jesus is true God and true man. 

Heresy № 29: “The (historical) Christ, as described by history, stands deeply below the Christ that represents a subject of faith.” This is a heresy which is condemned by the Pope St. Pius X. One falsely distinguishes here between the Christ of history and the Christ of faith. 

Heresy № 31: “The teaching about Christ, as presented by Paul, John as well as by the general Councils of Nicaea, Ephesus and Chalcedon, is not the teaching preached by Jesus, but one which the Christian consciousness created about Him.”

This is partly a lie and partly a heresy condemned by St. Pius X. 

John the Apostle was an eye-witness of Christ’s life and he passed over the true teaching preached by Jesus. In 325, the Council of Nicaea confirmed the veracity of the testimony of the Gospels and of the New Testament and re-confessed the fundamental truth of faith that Christ is true God and true man (CCC 465).

Heresy № 36: “The resurrection of the Saviour is not a real historical event but an unproved and unprovable phenomenon…, which has been gradually derived by the Christian consciousness.”

This article was also condemned by St. Pius X. However, today this heresy is further proclaimed: “Resurrection… cannot be proved by any scientific procedure.” (W. Trutwin) What to add? During the night a patient died in a hospital. But we insist: His death cannot be scientifically proved because in the moment of death noone was present, so even those who found him dead in the morning are not credible witnesses. Ergo it is not true that he is dead! Even a little child will laugh at such silliness; however, “scientific” theology is making up such foolishments continually. This is its main task. 

“The mystery of Christ’s resurrection is a real event with historically verified manifestations, as the New Testament bears witness.” (CCC 639)

Heresy № 12: “If an exegete wants to get occupied with biblical studies, first of all he must put aside whatever prejudice as for the supernatural origin of the Scriptures and cannot interpret the Bible in a different way than other, purely human monuments.”

This heresy has been condemned; however, nowadays it is proclaimed at theological faculties in full measure.

What does the Catechism (CCC) write about the Holy Scripture? “God is the author of Sacred Scripture” (105), “God inspired the human authors of the sacred books” (106), “The inspired books teach the truth”(107).
The ideas from the jubilee encyclical

St. Pius X defines the heretical attitude of Modernists towards the Holy Scripture: “Modernists claim that it is necessary to admit that sacred books have a kind of life development that originated from the development of faith and corresponds with it. It further claims that the traces of the development are so explicit that it is even possible to write its history. And they indeed write it and that with such sureness that it seems as if they saw each of the writers with their own eyes. To confirm their teaching they refer to a so-called critique of the text, trying to prove that this or that statement is not in place or giving other similar reasons. Certainly you would say that in front of their eyes they had some original patterns of discourse or speech according to which they would exactly determine what is in place and what is not… The one who hears how much incorrectnesses they found recorded there can easily believe that noone had ever read or studied the Holy Scripture before them. However, before them there was a whole scale of scholars who far surpassed them in talent, education and holiness of life. And these humble scholars not only did by no means degrade the Holy Scripture but, on the contrary, the more carefully they were searching into it, the more earnestly they were giving thanks to God that He had resolved to talk to people in this way. In their study of the Holy Scripture these teachers were not using such means as Modernists who base on philosophy which denies God. Nor their reason did they regard as the highest or absolute criterion of their judgements. We suppose that it is clear to everyone what, in fact, is this method of Modernists in history. First goes a(n) (unbelieving) philosopher, after him there comes a(n) (unbelieving) historian, these are followed by atheistic criticism, as internal so textual. The main direction is determined by atheistic philosophy, therefore the matter discussed is eventually not ordinary (objective) criticism but agnostic, imanent and evolutionistic one. And thus, the one who acknowledges and uses it, acknowledges the heresies contained in it and is an opponent of the Catholic doctrine.”
The Holy Father further clarifies the reason why these heretics inside the Church took control of such positions: “It could seem to be quite strange that among Catholics this (philosophic-historical) criticism is nowadays enjoying great respect. 

It has a double psychological cause:

a) Power of unity – close contact by which historians and critics of this type are connected together irrespective of their religions.

b) Power of demagogy – great courage (arrogance) with which what one says, others exalt with one voice and praise it as a progress of science. 

However, they collectively attack everyone by whom their fiction is rejected and accuse him of ignorance. On the other hand, the one who accepts their opinions is defended and praised by them. That is why there are a lot of deceived, who would get horrified at the thing if they paid more attention to it. This extremely powerful supremacy of the strayed, this careless consent of shallow spirits cause a kind of contamination of the surrounding atmosphere, which penetrates everything and spreads destruction.”

Restraint upon reading – the Holy Father Pius X urges the bishops to fulfil their duties, concerning the prohibition against noxious books and writings:
“Similarly, bishops have a duty to see to it that modernistic (today historic-critical) writings or writings that are soaked with Modernism (present-day HCT) and support it, should not be read in case they have already been published, or else that their publication should be prevented. Moreover, that such books, papers, journals should not be allowed to be read by young men in seminaries or by university auditors. Indeed, these are even more harmful than immoral books (pornography), for they violate the foundations of Christian life. 

We then wish that bishops put aside any fear or worldly caution, not caring about the shouting of the evil ones, and that each of them mildly but resolutely fulfil his duty. Let ordinaries see to it that noxious books and other writings are not published and spread in their dioceses and that they are taken away from the hands of believers.”

Establishment of a supervisory council (a doctrinal commission) in all dioceses:

“However, venerable brothers,” writes Pius X, “what would it help us to give orders and regulations if these were not properly and accurately followed? It is necessary that the heresies already spread are expelled and stopped, it is necessary that they are not spread further, and likewise, that in the Church there are no more any teachers of godlessness through whom the harmful effects arising from the spread of these heresies are continually renewed. Therefore, following the example of St. Charles Borromeo, I summon a congress so that in every diocese an advisory council is established comprised of well-tested men of clergy (note: beware, not of those who have by now opened themselves to these heresies!). The duty of these well-tested men is to watch whether and how the new heresies are sneaking and being scattered. They are obliged to report it to their bishop, that he may consider and then use some means through which the evil could be stifled at the very beginning and would no longer spread further and ruin souls. 

The duty of the advisory council is to carefully watch marks and traces of Modernism so in books as in education. Their duty is to issue well-considered but quickly effective regulations for the protection of the clergy and the youth. Let them not be allowed to introduce new expressions or new terminology. Let them remember the warning by Leo XIII, that: ‘It is not allowed to approve such expressions in the writings of Catholics that ridicule orthodoxy and piety…’

Theologians of this stream are trying to get hold of the key positions in the Church, so that they thus could win as many adherents as possible. They are trying to usurp the academic posts in clerical seminaries which they eventually turn into posts of pestilential contagion!” St. Pius X continues: “What kind of methods do they use to win students and the youth? Through uproarious emphasizing of scientism and on the other hand through turning things into ridicule the minds of young students become stupefied and excited. Partly because they do not want to be considered uneducated and dull, partly because they want to seem scholar. Driven by their own pride and curiosity they often succumb to Modernism and wholly yield to it.” 

Let us yet notice what a clear view the Holy Father had of the whole problem: “…Therefore we can no longer be silent... We are urged especially by the circumstance that today the adherents of heresies are not to be sought among evident enemies only, but that they are hiding in the very bosom and heart of the Church, and they are the more harmful the less they are visible or known… For these men do not seek the destruction of the Church outside but right inside it. Nowadays the danger is in the veins and in the inwards of the very Church. The more responsible positions these covert heretics hold in the Church and the more intimate information they have of the inner structure of the Church, the more dangerous and greater catastrophe is facing. It is also necessary to take into account that these covert heretics do not lay their axe to branches or trunks, but to the very root, that is to the faith and to the deepest nourishing roots of the faith! Having thus violated the root of immortality, they are diffusing the poison further through the whole tree, so that there is no article of the Catholic faith that they would spare or not try to undermine…” According to CIC 1364, these heretics are already excommunicated – expelled.

The continuator of Modernism today is HCT

Like the Horse of Troy the historic-critical theology (HCT) has passed from liberal Protestantism into the Catholic Church. As early as the beginning of the 20th century, by the influence of spiritual background which is hidden behind HCT, a spiritual trend called Modernism arose in the Catholic Church. St. Pius X by issuing the encyclical Pascendi unmasked that spirit of death and atheism and the Catholic Church officially dissociated itself from it. The professors and students advocating Modernism were expelled from theological faculties and seminaries, and for a few years there came a revival of the Church. However, after the Second Vatican Council this spirit returned to the Church again, and now through theological faculties it has struck the majority of priests, religious and, as a matter of fact, the majority of the Church. There is now a threat of total decay of the Catholic doctrine and of mass apostasy from Christianity, especially from Catholic one.
The Holy Spirit is not only the true author but also the interpreter (exegete) of the Bible! HCT has taken possession of the role of the Holy Spirit, but this is nothing new. Behind HCT is the spirit of lie and death! He, as the first exegete, manifested himself already in Eden, and the fruit of his exegesis was death! In the desert likewise he interpreted the Scripture to the Lord Jesus. Jesus said to him: “Away with you, Satan!” (Mt 4:10).
Cardinal J. Ratzinger says: “According to HCT the Scripture is no longer read with respect to the Tradition of the Church and with the Church, but in the sense of modern exegetic methods which are presented as scientific.” These methods have nothing in common with the solid science, they are simply philosophical norms which one must adopt.
Prof. E. Linnemann, a student of R. Bultmann, adds to this: “It has been decided to stand up in opposition to the Word of God as the revealed truth, and to stand up on the side of the wisdom of this world which in essence is atheistic even though it is holding the form of religion or taking God’s name in its mouth. This method is not scientific but demagogic. Demagogical hypothesizing (must be accepted as evidence without any criticism), this is the (main) principle of HCT.” 
In her book The Original or a Fake prof. L. says: “To reach an academic level in theology, I must dare to give space for atheism in my mind. Pious feelings are kindly allowed to me but my thinking has to follow the principal atheistic conviction and to proceed ‘methodically’ – ‘ut si Deus non daretur’. It is a perversion!
As historic-critical theology so its historical science, too, is based on lie. Therefore science is here not a synonym of truth but a rebellion against God which unjustly suppresses the truth. The acquired true knowledge is broken and distorted by lie.”

When in the name of so-called science on the basis of HCT the Bible is separated from the Church, then, as is further said by Cardinal J. Ratzinger: “Such ‘independent’ reading will finally result in a contrary of the benefit expected. To the reader reading in the sense of the interpretation of critical exegesis the handed-down faith of the Church no longer appears as acceptable basis of Christianity.”

Your Eminence, Your Excellence, today it is above all these four problems that are topical: 

1) global and total spread of HCT in the Church;

2) erosion of authenticity and veracity of the Bible through HCT;

3) erosion of the most essential truths about the Divinity of Jesus Christ and about the uniqueness and exclusiveness of salvation in Him;

4) the key posts in the Church (theological faculties and seminaries) have been occupied by people with the spirit of HCT and with the spirit of the world.

It is possible that some of You have a negative attitude towards this encyclical and towards the whole antimodernistic reform of St. Pius X. Apparently it is caused by two aspects:

1) by conscious or unconscious openness to the spirit of the world and therefore also by unity with the spirit of HCT and with the spirit of the New Age;
2) by an opinion that the radicalism and concrete steps of St. Pius X were “insensitive” and that they were made “without love”. 

We will try to answer these objections to the reform: 

Ad 1) Sooner or later, everyone who opened himself to HCT and to the spirit of the world (the spirit of the New Age) must, if one wants to be saved, be converted, repent and radically break with the spirit of HCT and with the spirit of the New Age. Therefore from the point of view of personal good one can say that the sooner we repent, the more quickly we will reach true freedom and true happiness.

Ad 2) Maybe the antimodernistic oath of St. Pius X as well as radical personal changes at theological faculties and in Vatican seem “insensitive”. However, there arises an essential question: Would it perhaps be possible to proceed against spiritual mafia and against guileful and cynical murderers of human souls sensitively and mildly? Is it possible to proceed against infectious bacilli or pests in agriculture (e.g. Colorado beetles) sensitively and mildly? These spiritual pests will abuse this goodness and mildness to spread spiritual infection and to destroy the spiritual crops. For the killing of defenceless souls they will afterwards build an even more cunning and cynical system. The present-day totalitarian system in the Church is performing a mass and merciless liquidation and is throwing the souls into eternal perdition. Modern theologians at all Catholic schools are teaching exclusively HCT. If someone does not accept their new dogmata or even casts doubt on them, the one will not only never become a priest but will not pass the exam required even at the lowest level. There is no alternative permitted. Who refuses syncretism with pagan religions and the gesture in Assisi, the one has no chance of finishing his theological studies. This most cruel and most totalitarian system which admits no plurality was gradually built up in the Catholic Church particularly in the period after the Second Vatican Council. Within the last 40 years the largest share in building up this structure in the Church may be ascribed to Card. A. Casaroli and Card. A. Sodano. As State Secretaries of Vatican they usurped the papal power and created an antipapal system in the Church. To the key posts in the Church structure they installed first of all those who had the spirit of HCT and the spirit of the world. These hierarchs covered, or even forwarded (e.g. Card. M. Vlk in CR) in their theological faculties such professors who eroded all foundations of the Christian faith (inspiration of the Scripture, Divinity of Christ, Resurrection of Christ, relativization of the Decalogue, propagation of homosexuality, abortions…). This present system in the Catholic Church is so cruel that without any compassion it liquidates everyone who still has a living faith and who stands up against it. Those who practically do not believe in the authority of the Pope (e.g. Card. K. Lehmann) emphatically and ostentatiously shelter themselves behind this office that they may liquidate those in the Church who still believe in this authority and who are subjected to it even in their conscience.

In this year 2007 is the 100th anniversary (1907) of the publication of the most topical and most needed encyclical of the last centuries. The liability and topicality of this encyclical for the protection of our faith is the same! Briefly said: The Modernists were and the adherents of HCT are professional liars and deceivers! The consequence of their deceit is not temporal and physical death, but eternal and spiritual one!
Conclusion:

Your Eminence, Your Excellence, by this reason we ask You not to be afraid and to encourage the Holy Father Benedict XVI to make a similar reform as was made by St. Pius X. In the previous letters we proposed that this year all priests go through a week’s recollection and at the end concretely confess the fundamental truths of the Catholic faith and at the same time renounce the spirit of the heresy of HCT as well as the spirit of the New Age which by this time has internally almost disrupted the Catholic Church. This recollection and this public confession, confirmed even in writing, would be a means to discern who can further hold whatever office in the Church and who can hold it not.

Supposing that the Church in the present time will just produce various social, liturgical, ecumenical and other actions, then these seemingly useful things nowadays become a mere tactical manoeuvre how to avoid that which is most relevant, and that is a true reform which is to save the bleeding Church. The greatest responsibility before God and the Church falls in the first place on the Holy Father Benedict XVI and in the second place on all cardinals and bishops of the Catholic Church. Noone can be dispensed from this responsibility today, neither the Holy Father, nor You, fathers of the Church. God will demand accounts of this life chance given for a spiritual rebirth. Similarly as in the time of St. Bernard the whole Church was spiritually mobilized through the motto: “God wants it!”, even today there is an essential necessity of a true Church’s reform. For this task standing before You one can fully and bindingly apply the words: “God wants it!”

In Christ,


Fr. Markian V. Hitiuk ThLic. OSBM

Fr. Cyril J. Špiřík Ing. ThD. OSBM

Fr. Metoděj R. Špiřík ThD. OSBM

Fr. Eliáš A. Dohnal ThD. OSBM

Pidhirtsi 29th June 2007

Copy to: His Holiness Benedict XVI
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