100th anniversary of the encyclical “Pascendi Dominici gregis” (1907-2007)

Letter to Cardinals and Bishops of the Catholic Church

Dear fathers of the Church,

this year we commemorate the hundredth anniversary of the publication of the most actual encyclical which was and is a prophetical word even for the present-day Church.

Let us realize today after one hundred years what are the essential problems within the Church, what heresies there are and what kind of spirit it is that destroys the substance of Christianity and of the Gospel! What is the root of the real crisis within the Church? Let us make a true diagnosis, just like every doctor before he starts treating his patient, or like every good manager when finding himself in economic crisis. Only this true diagnosis is the right foundation on which the recovery and salvation may be achieved.

Already for several decades there has been intense resistance to the encyclical Pascendi created by false spirits which parasitize inside Christianity and determine the public opinion above all in the Catholic Church. Who would dare only to pronounce the name of Pius X – pope and a saint, the one would immediately be ridiculed as a conservative, an illiterate and a lefebvrist. However, we on the contrary draw attention to this saint, do not care about this spiritual terror and particularly highlight the topicality of his encyclical – by this as well as other commentaries.

The encyclical points to the roots of the present catastrophical crisis within the Catholic Church. This crisis has its roots in so-called Modernism and its continuation in so-called historic-critical theology (HCT)!!!
Modernist Apologetics

Under this title the encyclical introduces the 5th article which we are here pointing to. 

I. The root of Modernism is atheistic philosophy

The saint Pope Pius X points to the root of Modernism, which is philosophy, but atheistic one, one that denies God; he literally writes: “The Modernist apologist is in two directions dependent on philosophy. First of all he indirectly derives information from history which, however, as we could see, was written at the desire and according to the instructions of philosophy.

From this philosophy he then directly takes its principles. Out of these sources comes the motivation and the motto of the Modernist school – that the new apologetics is supposed to deal with religious issues just on the basis of historical and psychological researches.”
How can one defend oneself against the enemy who is trying purposefully and cunningly to destroy him, if one allows this enemy to determine the principles of defence (apologia)? This is practically going on in the Church and the saint Pope points to it when he reveals the root of betrayal, which is false apologetics built on atheistic philosophy. Such apologetics a priori – that means beforehand – marked out the target, and that the liquidation of whole Christianity, not just of Catholic one! 

What kind of history is it and what kind of its researches which the new defence of faith (apologia) is to be built on? The answer is given by the saint Pope: “Modernist apologists do not defend Christianity out of the sources of the Holy Scripture or out of objective history as it is taken by Church historians. Nor do they abide by old and tried methods but by so-called real history written according to so-called modern principles. They thus prove that their effort is not to bring evidence ‘ad hominem’; however, they falsely claim that only this history of theirs presents the truth. They have the arrogance and do not fear at all that one could doubt their ‘sincerity’ in their writings.”

The Modernists claim: “The Catholic religion, such as it now is, is nothing else than the continuing development of the seed which was sown by Christ. Therefore it must first be found out what that seed is like.” Christ’s word – teaching – is the truth, it brings life and salvation. His word is received by those who received Christ as their Saviour; Modernists, however, with their atheistic and philosophical principles rejected Christ already beforehand.

What then according to them is that seed like? “They want to describe it as follows: Christ, they say, preached the coming of the kingdom of God which was to be realized soon. He Himself is then supposed to be its Messiah, that means the founder.” By this doubting attitude Modernists in fact covertly deny the substance, that is that Jesus Christ is the true Son of God, the true Messiah and God of one being with the Father.

By a false theory about the seed which they connect with Christ they actually want to erode the substance of whole Christianity. The encyclical further quotes their heresies: “It is then necessary to show how that seed remains immanent and permanent in the Catholic Church and next, how in the stream of history it slowly developed along with the Church and in different circumstances accommodated itself and from these circumstances took up the life-strength… Though the laws of development in the history of the Church were not violated, still, for the explanation of this history they are not fully sufficient. Here one then spontaneously reveals something unknown”. These are, however, a priori invented theories. This is how the Modernists taught and also today after one hundred years the contemporary philosophy of the New Age teaches similarly. 

The saint Pope gives it a brief and truthful commentary and a clear conclusion: “In all this reasoning, however, they (Modernists) forgot one thing, namely that the concept of the first seed stems exclusively from the apriorism of agnostic and evolutionistic philosophy. Without proof they determined for their created seed such purpose that it might confirm their theories.” (note: The Pope wants to condemn above all the evolutionistic theories in theology.)
II.  Casting doubt on all dogmata and casting doubt on the Holy Scripture

“New apologists try by means of the mentioned reasons to defend and recommend the Catholic Church, yet at the same time they admit, and then claim, that there are many things in her that offend human mind. They even publicly state, and that not without malicious joy, that even the Catholic dogmata contain heresies and inconsistencies.”
These covert heretics, who attack the deepest roots of the faith, after hypocritically accusing the Catholic dogmata of heresy further dialectically add that “it may be justified”. St. Pius X writes: “What rouses a downright astonishment is the fact that they moreover claim that these dogmata were duly and legally declared.” This indeed is an example of psychological manipulation and distortion connected with a cunning and demonic lie.

St. Pius continues: “Similarly, according to them even the sacred books of the Scripture contain… a lot of heretical things.” From this point of view they then look for apparently inconsistent passages, interpret them incorrectly and shelter themselves hypocritically behind science and history; however, in reality they do not deal with science but with pseudoscience tied with atheistic philosophy and pseudohistory which they conform to their aims. By unclear terminology they dazzle uninformed students and offer them their so-called scholar, yet in reality demagogic attitudes full of lies and short circuits.

“After all – add the Modernists – as the sacred books are religious by their very nature, they inevitably do have some life. But life has, as they say, its own truth and logic quite different from the truth and sound logic, and of a completely different order. This new truth is conformed to the environment in which one lives as well as to the purpose for which one lives! Finally they have come so far that they publicly and without shame declare: ‘All is true and legitimate what is explained by life development.’ 

However, we, venerable brothers, recognize the one and only truth of the sacred books of the Holy Scripture. Therefore we highly regard these books, for they were written by inspiration of the Holy Spirit and have therefore God as their Author.” (see First Vatican Council De Revel., chap. 2)
We now, after 100 years since the publication of the encyclical can evaluate the fruit of the mean lie of the Modernists which eroded the basic pillars of truth and faith. The state in which Christianity is, the state in which “Christian” Europe is today with its laws approving abortions, euthanasia and putting on one level natural marriage and homosexuals, all that is to a certain extent the fruit of the pernicious seed of the lie of this theology of death! Today’s historic-critical theology (HCT) is a continuation of the false methods of Modernism!

III. They consider God a liar

“What the Modernists state is the same as if one ascribed to God an official lie, or a lie of profit. By words of St. Augustine we state: ‘Supposing that once one admits some official lie of the supreme authority, then according to this pernicious principle one may cast doubt on whatever inconvenient moral or doctrinal truth!’” (letter 28)

“This, however, will result in what the same teacher completes: From this – that means from the Holy Scripture – everyone will believe only that which one will wish to, and that which one will not wish, one will believe not. Modernist apologists continue further with zeal, among other things they admit that here and there in the Holy Scripture there occur such evidences which, as they say, are lacking in whatever rational foundation for their argumentation. These, as they say, include statements based on prophecies, yet even these statements are falsely defended by them as mere literary and rhetorical expressions… What more? They admit, and even claim, that Christ Himself was mistaken when He foretold the time of the coming of His kingdom, but – as they say – we need not wonder at it. For, they say, He also was subject to life laws.” Here we can see how the Modernists demagogically shift the levels and come to completely false conclusions. It is true that Christ was subject to life laws – e.g. He was wearied (see Jn 4:6; Mt 8:24), He was hungry (see Mt 4:2) etc.; nonetheless, this does not mean that He made mistakes! He is the Truth incarnate (see Jn 14:6), He is true God (see Jn 1:1). These deceivers intentionally discern wrongly, because their aim is through a systematic lie to liquidate all Divine truths and life.

“What then according to their false conclusion can one say about the Church dogmata? According to them these also are full of evident antitheses; however, the life logic, as they say, permits it. These, they say, do not contradict the symbolic truth. The matter in them, as they say, is infinitude and infinitude has an infinite number of relations…” So truth and lie are one here, similarly also good and evil are one here, and here we already find ourselves in relativism! Today this is claimed e.g. by Prof. T. Halík, by buddhism and by the contemporary philosophy of the New Age.

“Eventually, they have already come so far in their evidence that they are not ashamed to claim that the Infinite cannot be rendered greater worship than if one says of Him things that contradict one another!” What a perversion it is if they attribute to the Infinite, i.e. to God, that we can worship Him by contradictions, that is by crimes and vilenesses. Similar nonsense is said by satanists about their lord!
IV. False apostolate

In their bear’s service for the Catholic Church the Modernists wanted to win over to the Catholic Church even unbelievers. The encyclical mentions: “It is possible to win an unbelieving person to faith not only by objective but also by subjective reasons. For this aim’s sake the Modernist apologists return to the teaching of immanence. For they try to prove that within man, within his interior, within his nature is hidden a desire for and a need of some religion…” Saint Augustine says: “You have made us for Yourself, O Lord, and our heart is restless until it rests in You.” But St. Augustine speaks about one and personal God, while Modernists created an unclear conception of some immanence, which, however, opens the soul to paganism!

Saint Pius X continues: “For those (Modernists) who could be called integralists try to prove to a hitherto unbelieving person that in his very interior is hidden that seed which was in the consciousness of Christ and from Him passed over to people.”
Such apostolate of the Modernists is devious. Again they discern wrongly with the aim to deny Christ’s Divinity. Saint Paul, Saint Peter and all true missionaries preached Christ as the basis, the centre and the aim, as the One who is God, who died for our sins, was raised from the dead and gives us eternal life through faith. Modernists deny and throw doubt on all fundamental truths of the faith, and then through confused and false theories lead the deceived souls on the broad way to destruction. These relativistic philosophies prepared the ground for the religion of the New Age, and we after 100 years reap the fruit of this pernicious seed behind which stands the liar and murderer of human souls (cf. Jn 8:44).

Saint Pius X closes this chapter: “Venerable brothers, we recognized that the apologetic method of Modernists is in full compliance with their doctrine. 

Their method, similarly as their teaching, is full of heresies. This method is not competent to build but rather to ruin, nor to win Catholics but rather to throw them in heresies and finally to liquidate the substance of Christianity.”

So much by the Holy Father Pius X in the encyclical Pascendi as for the new apologetics.

V. The need of true apologetics

True apologetics, however, is very needful. When the Gospel is preached, there is a need of sound actual apologetics which is directed to one aim – that the souls turn to Christ and be delivered from the power of the devil, from the power of the false system of the world and brought into the Church which is the pillar of truth. On the one hand true apologetics defends and reveals the treasures of faith, on the other hand it reveals heresies and a false system of philosophies and of pagan religions which keep their victims in spiritual death.

Apologetics is a service to the Gospel and a service to the truth.

What are today, at the beginning of the third millenium, the topical problems which apologetics is to point at?

1) First it must truly point at false atheistic philosophy which has seized all theological faculties and in its essence destroys priestly vocations. Instead of true vinedressers and true shepherds of the entrusted flock the seminarians then become pests in the vineyard of Christ.

2) It is necessary to clearly point at destructive philosophies which deceive the mankind and lead it away from Christianity and from morals to destruction.

3) To point at false respect for paganism which has liquidated whatever living mission.

4) To clearly point at the conditions we live in, at the spirit of the New Age, to make its analysis, to show how to defend oneself effectively and how to counter-attack.

5) Concretely to point at hinduism which through yoga and oriental philosophies has already for 40 years been doing a mission inside Christianity! To point at the roots of hinduism – the worship of demons in the image of animals – and also to show what spiritual remedies to give to the millions of misled Christians.

6) Apologia against buddhism and its meditative methods. To make an analysis and to point at the true substance of buddhism – at sheer egoism which has nothing to do with the first God’s commandment, i.e. that we are to love God above all things and our neighbour as ourselves (cf. Mt 22:37-39). Also to point at martial art which is tied with meditation and with pagan spirituality and makes one open to demonic powers through the receiving of false philosophies which contradict the Gospel and cunningly stand against it.

7) It is necessary to point at Islam which likewise is doing its mission not only in Europe but in all states where Christianity was spread.

8) To work out apologetics against Jehovah’s Witnesses with whom almost every Christian has already met.

These apologias likewise must pass a test, whether they are effective in the field, whether they catch the substance and also lead to it and whether they prepare the misled souls for the receipt of truth.

However, we have to remember that apologia will manage to do nothing unless it is connected with true conversion, with personal experience of God’s Spirit and with the willingness to be Jesus’ witnesses and for His sake and for the sake of immortal souls to sacrifice even our lives.

That is why there is a need of practical apologetics and we wait when at last the students will begin to learn things that are vital and will thus make an end to proud and lifeless intellectualism which leads to heresies. When is one going to start with the new model of the true formation of the future generation of priests? We remind again that the necessary foundation for study and clerical formation is personal conversion and training for discipleship. After receiving brief and basic truths of faith there is a need of a two-year practice as a missionary (evangelist) and as a catechist (teacher) in education through biblical lessons. All this must be built on personal prayer and on a living community. There have already been enough experiments; it is necessary at last to proclaim true and not theoretical life!

We emphasize again that it is necessary in each nation to establish centres of renewal out of the Apostolic Nunciatures, which will have the primary task of the reform of seminaries and of the prohibition against the deadly atheistic system of HCT which is the continuator of the already condemned Modernism! 
This much in brief as for the necessity of true apologetics.
Conclusion:

Saint Pope Pius X showed and condemned the false apologetics of Modernism, which in its essence did not defend the faith at all, yet did quite the opposite. It cast doubt on all fundamental truths of Christianity. The outcome of this apologetics is clear – all truths will be removed and the doubts introduced will remain! 

To the address of Modernists and their spiritual descendants, i.e. the adherents of historic-critical theology, the Saviour says: “Beware of false prophets, who come to you in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly they are ravenous wolves. You will know them by their fruits. Do men gather grapes from thornbushes (of their heresies) or figs from thistles (of their unbelief)?” (Mt 7:15-16) What is the fruit of Modernism after 100 years: thorns and thistles of suffering in two world wars of the 20th century, decay of the Church and apostasy of Europe from Christianity. Millions of souls in hell! This is the fruit. There is only one solution: REPENTANCE! 
“Transform your minds, and believe in the Gospel” (Mk 1:15) and not in demonic philosophers and theologians.
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