A call to abdication of Card. A. Vallini,

Prefect of the Supreme Tribunal of the Apostolic Signatura

Your Eminence,

You are at this time holding the office of the chief judge and defender of justice in the Catholic Church, which is “the pillar and ground of the truth” (1Tim 3:15) However, You consciously committed a serious crime of justice! This crime was not committed just against a particular person, but above all against the very truth and justice. 

On 4th July 2004 we (the religious of OSBM) applied in writing to the General Assembly OSBM and to the Congregation for the Oriental Churches for a permission to establish an autonomous monastery sui juris in accordance with the CCEO norms. The response to our request concerning an opportunity for a reform of monastic life in Ukraine was a violent action from the side of the OSBM superiors – on 1st August 2004 about 20 religious (2 were in a state of drunkenness) intended physically to throw us out of the monastery. This was followed by a constructed process, in which the General Superior Fr. Basil Koubetch OSBM and the Provincial Superior Fr. Hryhorij Hrynkiv OSBM accused us of various invented crimes and without proof, without an opportunity to defend ourselves and without observance of the CCEO norms dismissed us from the Order! In this planned criminal liquidation they even engaged the secret police of Ukraine (SBU – Security Service of Ukraine) and through the Supreme Archbishop Card. L. Husar they defamed us before them and demanded our deportation and prohibition of entrance to Ukraine (the prohibition involved altogether 23 persons, citizens of the Czech and the Slovak Republic – see the letter of Card. L. Husar N. LV 399/2003 dated 6th August 2004). The Congregation for the Oriental Churches (COCh) throughout the year knowingly kept silent to all our petitions for help and for a just trial. After a year they sent a so-called Apostolic Visitator, the Bishop H. Lonchyna, who neither allowed to protocol the visitation nor did he permit the presence of our canonical advocate! Subsequently, without any trial (to which we were entitled acc. CCEO can. 501 §2) COCh denied our recourse! We lodged an appeal to the Supreme Tribunal of the Apostolic Signatura. 

The most vociferous crime was the dismissal of Fr. Cyril J. Špiřík ThD. Ing. OSBM, and You, Your Eminence, consciously accomplished this crime! 

At the time when we were applying for the autonomous monastery sui juris, Fr. C. J. Špiřík OSBM was in Bradford in England. But because he was in interior unity with us, the General Superior OSBM imposed on him the first canonical reproof, dated 1st December 2004, wherein Fr. Cyril was falsely accused. 

Only the very first sentence of the scandalous decree N. 108/04 convicts the General Superior Fr. Basil Koubetch OSBM of his intention to pass his own judgement – a constructed process – upon Fr. Cyril OSBM, or of his complete ignorance of canon law and disregard of moral principles. 

In fact, in order that he might make out such punitive decree aimed at a dismissal from the religious order without trial, he must first proceed in compliance with CCEO norms, in particular can. 1486 and 1517. 

He must first (before he makes out the decree): 

a) inform Fr. Cyril of his accusation and furnish him with evidence;

b) enable Fr. Cyril full and free defence; 

c) the verbal discussion between him and Fr. Cyril must be in the presence of a notary and a promoter of justice. 

However, none of this was done by him, and therefore in accordance with CCEO can. 1486 and 1517 his punitive decree has no legal force. 

Fr. Cyril states – Though I gave notice of an appeal against these decrees, asking for their withdrawal and for a judicial inquiry into the whole matter, the Protoarchimandrite issued a new decree 121/04 with the second canonical reproof, in which he is again threatening with suspension, excommunication and dismissal from the order, thereby referring to God, to the good of the Order and of the whole Church, and by force of holy obedience he orders to sign a false confession submitted by the Protoarchimandrite in the decree N. 108/04. 

· Unlawful proceeding of the Protoarchimandrite:

a) The Protoarchimandrite completely ignores the fact that I am innocent in this matter, and that I ask for impartial proceedings so that I may defend myself. 

b) The Protoarchimandrite disregards of the “presumption of innocence” canon and automatically regards the blame as “proved” without any statement on my guilt. 

c) By force of holy obedience and under the punishment of excommunication and dismissal from the order, the Protoarchimandrite orders to sign a false confession and to make a public apology. It is an absolutely inadmissible moral pressure which is prohibited by the canon law (and, naturally, by the secular law, too) (viz CCEO 1471). 
d) The Protoarchimandrite quite neglected to hear the charged side in the way it is ordered by the canon law (CCEO 1469 §3) and by the Constitutions of the Religious Institute. 

e) The proceeding of the Protoarchimandrite thus gets beyond any control and there is a danger of guruism and self-divinization, neither God, nor conscience, nor the CCEO canon law are paid any regard. 

· Falseness of the accusation

One can see a diametric difference between the judgement on my person from the part of the Protoarchimandrite in the decrees, - and the formal testimonies of the faithful among whom I allegedly committed the trespass. Brief contents of their letters is as follows:

a) “Citizens of the town of Halifax have respect for Fr. Cyril and as for false accusations, he has not committed any among them.” 

b) “After investigation among believers of Huddersfield we confirm that noone heard slanders from Fr. Cyril’s mouth. We express our gratitude to Fr. Cyril for his service here.” 

c) Fr. Yakubyak from Bradford wrote that not a single time had he heard Fr. Cyril complaining about anyone. Among believers in Bradford likewise nothing is known concerning the accusations against Fr. Cyril. 

· Responsibility for the scandal

A question arises who is responsible for the scandal raised? The scandal according to the judgement of the Protoarchimandrite and the General Curia is that I am appealing against unjust and false accusations. The responsibility falls upon the one who issued the decrees 108/04, 109/04 and 121/04 and ignored thus the elementary legal proceedings and norms of law. The responsibility likewise falls upon those by whom the false accusations included in the decree 109/04 were submitted. 

Your Eminence, You were well informed of all these facts. In spite of it, craftily and lawlessly You twice denied the recourse of Fr. Cyril OSBM against the silence of COCh (viz CCEO can. 1518) and later on You just wrote him cynically that on 8th July 2006 COCh issued a decree of denial of his recourse and for the reason that Fr. Cyril had not appealed within 30 days, he was definitively dismissed from the Order. The crime is accomplished by the fact that COCh did not deliver this decree from 8th July 2006 to Fr. Cyril OSBM and he is not acquainted with its contents, which is also the reason why he could not appeal against it. 

Your Eminence, Agostino Vallini, Prefect of the Supreme Tribunal of the Catholic Church, thereby we call You to submit abdication of Your office of the Supreme judge in the Church. The reasons are the following: 

1) You committed a heavy crime of justice, and that not only against a person but even against the very truth and justice! 

2) Two years ago Card. A. Sodano appointed You to the post of the Prefect of the Supreme Tribunal in the Church; however, with this criminal spirit, which You have brought in, You will keep on treading justice, ridiculing God and killing defenceless members of the mystical body of the Church! 

Nazist and communist justiciaries had on their conscience millions of crimes of justice. You are insidiously destroying the opportunity for spiritual awakening in the Church and thus on the pattern of Card. A. Sodano You are killing everything alive and godly within the Church. In the name of God, in the name of the Holy Father and in the name of the Church You have abused the supreme court against God, against the Holy Father and against the Church, for killing the defenceless little ones who want to follow Jesus! 

3) After this crime of Yours, which You committed on Fr. Cyril ThD. OSBM, we can shortly expect the next fourfold crime of justice on other innocent souls who have at heart a true revival of the Church. 

Your crime must be adequately punished in order that the name of Christ as well as of His vicar on earth, the Supreme Pontiff Benedict XVI., is abused no longer. With great trust he promoted You to the post of cardinal of the Catholic Church so that You might defend justice and stand as its guaranty at his right hand. You betrayed him!

Your crime is not committed only against a person, but it is a part of systematic liquidation of spiritual awakening in religious life. Therefore Your act is a sin against the Holy Spirit, it is conscious resistance to the revealed truth. Do You take offence that we are so openly with no bon ton telling the truth? One may only look in the Gospel, what Jesus is saying when addressing the scribes and Pharisees. He has harsh words for them, but this is the last chance at least for some of them to be converted! 

Supposing You will argue that we harmed You and that You committed that crime unconsciously, then You are obliged as soon as possible to secure atonement, i.e. to withdraw the unlawful verdict, to punish by justice the General Superior Fr. B. Koubetch OSBM and to see about the withdrawal of Mons. A. Veglio, Secretary of COCh. Both of them are very well aware of the crime which they committed and by which they ridiculed the foundations of justice: they sentenced an innocent member of the suffering Church, whereby it was not proved when, where and how he committed an offence and no chance of defence was given. This is a model of abuse of authority in the highest posts, when one criminal is shielding the other and nobody cares for the life of the Church, for justice, truth and salvation. Such people must be punished, otherwise there will never be a revival in the Church!!! Murderers are being justified and innocent sheep killed! This is the picture of the spirit of death which is destroying the Church within, and You are serving this spirit! Therefore we call You before God to resign from Your office as soon as possible! 

In Christ, 

Fr. Metoděj R. Špiřík ThD. OSBM

Fr. Cyril J. Špiřík ThD. Ing. OSBM

Fr. Eliáš A. Dohnal ThD. OSBM

Fr. Markian V. Hitiuk ThLic. OSBM

Fr. Roman V. Šelepko ThLic. OSBM

In Pidhirtsi (Ukraine), October 20, 2006

Address: Monastery OSBM, 80660 Pidhirtsi, Brody district, Lviv region, Ukraine

Copies: 

· The Supreme Pontiff Benedict XVI. 

· All cardinals and bishops of the Catholic Church
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