To Cardinals and Bishops of the Catholic Church
A commentary on the letter of the Holy Father Benedict XVI

On 10th March 2009 Pope Benedict XVI wrote a letter to the bishops of the Catholic Church concerning the Society of Saint Pius X. In this letter he points out:
1. merciless criticism on the part of many bishops, but he also thanks those bishops who supported him;
2. the problem of the Society of Saint Pius X;
3. abuse of the term “Second Vatican Council”;
4. priorities of the Church.
ad 1) Merciless criticism on the part of bishops and thanks to those who supported the Holy Father

Quotation: “Dear Brothers in the Episcopal Ministry! The remission of the excommunication of the four Bishops consecrated in 1988 by Archbishop Lefebvre without a mandate of the Holy See has for many reasons caused, both within and beyond the Catholic Church, a discussion more heated than any we have seen for a long time. Many Bishops felt perplexed by an event which came about unexpectedly and was difficult to view positively in the light of the issues and tasks facing the Church today. ... As a result, an avalanche of protests was unleashed, whose bitterness laid bare wounds deeper than those of the present moment.”
Let us put a question: Who organized this campaign? Who was hindered by this gesture of the Holy Father made in a desire for unity of the Church? The initiators of these protests and of a harsh psychological campaign against the Holy Father are those who often repeat the watchwords: love, unity, interreligious dialogue, tolerance... However, it emerged that in practice these bishops and theologians have no tolerance but just categorical intolerance, and use no dialogue but just a monologue. They do not pursue true unity. The word love in their mouth is just an empty catchphrase and a demagogical slogan. This group criticizing the Holy Father do not want to admit critically that many of them – owing to their heretical attitude – have de facto been already excluded from the Church. Now they are just her dead members.
The letter states: “Many Bishops felt perplexed.” It is interesting that these bishops do not feel perplexed by the internal decay of the Church nor by mass apostasy from Christ nor by paedophilic scandals. 
“As a result, an avalanche of protests was unleashed, whose bitterness laid bare wounds...” So no dialogue followed, but an avalanche of protests. If those protests were just, such activity would be appropriate. If only an avalanche of protests was unleashed in the Church against those who abuse the authority for preaching and shielding heresies, and thus demoralize the Church. But these declare mendaciously: “We have the authority because we obey the Holy Father.” And in this case one can see that they not only do not obey the Holy Father at all, but even stand up against him sharply and mercilessly. It is interesting that these perplexed bishops, who lay bare wounds in the soul of the Holy Father, are in unity even with the enemies who attack the Church from without. 
Quotation: “I was saddened by the fact that even Catholics who, after all, might have had a better knowledge of the situation, thought they had to attack me with open hostility.”
These Catholics were obviously the theologians and priests who likewise have the spirit of apostasy. 

Quotation: “At times one gets the impression that our (ecclesiastical) society needs to have at least one group to which no tolerance may be shown; which one can easily attack and hate. And should someone dare to approach them – in this case the Pope – he too loses any right to tolerance; he too can be treated hatefully, without misgiving or restraint.”
Next the Holy Father states with pain: “That the quiet gesture of extending a hand gave rise to a huge uproar, and thus became exactly the opposite of a gesture of reconciliation, is a fact which we must accept. But I ask now: Was it, and is it, truly wrong in this case to meet half-way the brother who ‘has something against you’ (cf. Mt 5:23ff.) and to seek reconciliation?” To this question the Church group with the spirit of pharisees, sadducees and high priests have the same response as for Jesus: “Away with him, crucify him!” Such is the dialogue and love of these prelates in reality. 
The Holy Father thanks those bishops who gave him support in his desertedness.

Thank God there are not only loudmouths in the Church who condemn Christ and the Pope but there are also bishops who took the Holy Father’s side in this hard trial. To them the Pope’s thanks are addressed: “I would like to offer heartfelt thanks to all the many Bishops who have lately offered me touching tokens of trust and affection, and above all assured me of their prayers. My thanks also go to all the faithful who in these days have given me testimony of their constant fidelity to the Successor of Saint Peter.” 
ad 2) The problem of the Society of Saint Pius X – explanation concerning the remission of the excommunication
On 21st January 2009 Pope Benedict XVI withdrew the excommunication of the Bishops consecrated by Archbishop M. Lefebvre in 1988. The Pope adds to this: “Until the doctrinal questions are clarified, the Society of St. Pius X has no canonical status in the Church.”
However, unless the doctrinal questions are clarified concerning those who rose up against the Pope, they should be officially excommunicated by him because the basic doctrinal question is the saving faith in Christ and the belief in the inspiration of the Holy Scripture, which they call in question or deny. 
In comparison with these grave heresies, the doctrinal questions of the Society of Saint Pius X are negligible, for they concern mere reservations as to the Second Vatican Council, which did not change the doctrine of the Church but just the liturgy. 
The Holy Father brings forward the statistics of priests, seminarians and religious vocations of the Society of St. Pius X and points out negative as well as positive aspects: “Can we be totally indifferent about a community which has 491 priests, 215 seminarians, 6 seminaries, 88 schools, 2 university-level institutes, 117 religious brothers, 164 religious sisters and thousands of lay faithful? Should we casually let them drift farther from the Church? I think for example of the 491 priests. We cannot know how mixed their motives may be. All the same, I do not think that they would have chosen the priesthood if, alongside various distorted and unhealthy elements, they did not have a love for Christ and a desire to proclaim Him and, with Him, the living God.

Certainly, for some time now, and once again on this specific occasion, we have heard from some representatives of that community many unpleasant things – arrogance and presumptuousness, an obsession with one-sided positions, etc. Yet to tell the truth, I must add that I have also received a number of touching testimonials of gratitude which clearly showed an openness of heart.

Within the bounds of justice there should now really start a huge uproar and pressure on these rioters who stood up against the Holy Father and occupy the Church posts. Within the bounds of mercy they should, nonetheless, be given an opportunity to publicly confess the faith and to renounce the spirit of heresy. Unless they do so, they will have been automatically excommunicated not only before God but even before the visible Church. However, it will then be necessary – so that the believers may know who is who – to designate even publicly the servants of Christ and the servants of antichrist. 
ad 3) Abuse of the term “Second Vatican Council”

People with the spirit of heresy frequently refer to the Second Vatican Council, as if this Council meant some breakthrough, as if everything from before the Council was invalid. The Holy Father states: “Some groups openly accused the Pope of wanting to turn back the clock to before the Council.” To those who in this way shelter themselves behind the Council are addressed the words of the Holy Father: “Some of those who put themselves forward as great defenders of the Council also need to be reminded that Vatican II embraces the entire doctrinal history of the Church. Anyone who wishes to be obedient to the Council has to accept the faith professed over the centuries, and cannot sever the roots from which the tree draws its life.”
ad 4) Priorities of the Church 
The Holy Father points out the following priorities: to strengthen the brothers, to make God present in the world, to lead men and women to God: “The first priority for the Successor of Peter was laid down by the Lord in the Upper Room in the clearest of terms: ‘You… strengthen your brothers’ (Lk 22:32). In our days, when in vast areas of the world the faith is in danger of dying out like a flame which no longer has fuel, the overriding priority is to make God present in this world and to show men and women the way to God. Not just any god, but the God who spoke on Sinai; to that God whose face we recognize in a love which presses ‘to the end’ (cf. Jn 13:1) – in Jesus Christ, crucified and risen. Leading men and women to God, to the God who speaks in the Bible: this is the supreme and fundamental priority of the Church and of the Successor of Peter at the present time.”
The Pope explains the problem of the loss of God: “The real problem at this moment of our history is that God is disappearing from the human horizon, and, with the dimming of the light which comes from God, humanity is losing its bearings, with increasingly evident destructive effects.” Even here we can see that these priorities as well as the problem of the loss of God have only one solution: conversion of the individual in true repentance. However, repentance must be started concretely, not just abstractly. 
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