A crime in Stryi on 15th August 2008

On Friday 15th August 2008 we, three bishops + Markian, + Metodĕj, + Eliáš, travelled to Stryi to visit Bishop Josaphat Kavatsiv OSBM. As we arrived there before the noon and the meeting was possible only in  the afternoon, we went to a park to wait there. As we were passing by the episcopal curia, we wanted to use time and to make a short visit to the new bishop T. Senkiv, who, however, according to God’s laws has unfortunately excommunicated himself from the Church. Some priests and seminarists came out of the offices to the corridor of the residence and after a short ironical question of T. Senkiv there followed a categorical sentence: “Within two minutes leave the building!” Immediately afterward the fellow workers of T. Senkiv started pulling at our sleeves and throwing us out of the residence in a humiliating way. T. Senkiv had that scene recorded on camera, perhaps in the hope that we would let them provoke us. As it soon became manifest, the records were intended for purposeful manipulation. But we left in peace.

We went to the park, where we talked together and prayed the Rosary. About two hours later a police car appeared. A group of policemen jumped out, accompanied by employees of the episcopal curia. They started shouting at us like at some criminals and shooted us provocatively on camera. We could not understand what the matter was. Bishop Eliáš was not sitting with us on a bench but he was walking and praying a bit further from us. The curia employees shouted: “He too is one of them!” Though seeing that the bishop was just walking and praying quietly, the policemen energetically interrupted his prayer and told him to get into the police car. The bishop asked them: “Do you have a permission of the court to arrest us? Did we perhaps commit some crime? Supposing you mean to take us to the police station, there must have been some misunderstanding. I will freely go myself, but first I demand a visit to the mayor of the town, so that I may inform him that someone is attempting here a planned provocation.” Bishop Eliáš knew that the mayor of the town held Bishop Josaphat, unrecognized by Husar, in regard. But when the police paid no heed to his request, it became quite clear that it was all a dishonest action. The presence of aggressive co-workers of T. Senkiv confirmed it.

Bishops Metoděj and Markian defended themselves, but finally the policemen threw them into the police van. Bishop Eliáš ran out of the park towards the frequently used road to attract public attention. The policemen followed him and pulled him back. The cars of the public transport stopped and the people were amazed at this scandal, seeing how the police treated a bishop in a monk’s habit. They smashed his glasses, tore off his wrist watch, trying to get him in the car by force. The bishop defended himself and cried for help. But noone helped him. The people were afraid. There were even voices heard saying that we were drug smugglers dressed as monks; and the police treated us accordingly. These lies are on the conscience of the curia employees. It did not even count for much with the policemen when we said: “We are monks, bishops.” Even a resolute warning that God’s punishment would fall upon the culprits did not help. In the end they pulled the bishop across the road. He held tight to the fence near the pavement and cried for help again. But they knocked his hands together and put him in handcuffs like some criminal. They tried to get him into the police van again. When he leaned against the van, they kicked his legs and threw him inside. Then they took us all, three bishops, to the police station. Bishop Eliáš was led with his hands in handcuffs behind his back. 

In the meantime Bishop Metoděj managed to call our friends by a mobile phone and soon afterward the chief of the police from Lvov ordered to release us immediately. However, first the police took down a statement that on the territory of the police premises they had treated us in a civilized manner, which was true, and asked us to sign it. 

How is this commented on before the whole world by T. Senkiv through the official web-page of the UGCC?

Taras Senkiv bears false witness: “Attempting to seize the Church of the Apostle James in Stryi they provoked a fight with the local police.”

Answer: We were not in this church, nor in its vicinity, and the police were not there either. Therefore we could not have been seizing it, and the less so fighting there with the police.

Another false witness: “They used physical force against Bishop Taras (Senkiv).”
Taras Senkiv turned with such false accusation even to the Town Council, as they witness to it themselves.

Answer: As we did not even touch Taras Senkiv, we could not have used physical force against him.
The height of Taras Senkiv’s comedy was his Sunday homily. He so started to cry over himself that the people present believed, and even he himself nearly believed it that both he and the episcopal curia had been beaten up by three bishops from Pidhirtsi. Now we would not wonder if T.S. identified himself with his lie so much that to the pilgrimage in Hoshiv on 19th August 2008 he would come limping, with his arms and legs in plaster and with his head bandaged, for he would recall that apparently we broke even his arms and legs. A professional hysterical woman is no match for him!

The co-workers of T. Senkiv recorded our short visit to him on camera, and one can persuade oneself that there was no violence against T.Senkiv.
We warn all who defend the truth, and would like to have a meeting with T. Senkiv, that they can come off as we did. Newspapers and religious internet portals will spread throughout the world similar absurd lies to his order. However, both he and those who spread these lies should be punished for their crime by court.
Another false witness: “They beat up the police before the eyes of people.” 

Answer: Taras Senkiv has turned out to be a matchless folk storyteller, or perhaps another Baron Munchhausen? No sensible man will believe him, except for certain anonymous circles which have an abnormal faith. The police themselves admitted groundlessness of the accusations and subsequently, having apologized to us, set us free.
(A note to the photographs used by T.S.: Out of all video-records he hardly chose at least some photographs, which, anyway are merely a witness that we were just defending ourselves innocent against a forcible arrest, and none of these photographs shows that we would beat somebody.

In fact, when T. Senkiv does not get his own way, he commonly threatens to call the police who will then give the person concerned a couple of injections.)
However, we need to state the reality seriously: On the part of T. Senkiv one must speak of a grave abuse of Church office with an aim to bear false witness and to take a false oath before the civil authorities. This entails canonical punishments, not excepting major excommunication (can. 1454 and can. 1464 §1 CCEO).

There is a question what was the purpose of that action and who bears the responsibility therefor? The responsibility falls fully on T. Senkiv who abused the police for his mean intentions. We ask: Is this apostate bishop not capable of using even the maffia to carry out his mean intentions, even for physical liquidation? Can such a person be a bishop and can he administer a diocese? Evidently he would apply similar methods even towards priests, religious and towards everyone who will not subject themselves to his dictate. T. Senkiv not only betrayed the Catholic faith by his uniting with the heresies of Card. L. Husar but by his amoral conduct he has already borne the fruit of the apostatic spirit. This whole action was revenge on us for exposing in truth his apostasy. In the Creed during his consecration on 20th July 2008 he confessed not “Catholic faith”, which was a shock, but “Orthodox one”. The unlawful consecration was administered by Card. Husar, M. Simkaylo and V. Vijtyshyn. Heretics consecrated a heretic. 

The consecration of T. Senkiv was a deception on the Holy Father the responsibility for which falls on the apostate L. Husar and on Prefect of the Congregation for the Oriental Churches L. Sandri.
Before the consecration some believers noticed that Bishop M. Simkaylo and T. Senkiv made merry about them both along with L. Husar having been excommunicated from the Catholic Church. All at once, a lightning struck in close proximity. Immediately afterwards a heavy downpour started and within three days there were great floods all over the Galicia. 

Heresies are a betrayal of Christ and of the Church. T. Senkiv voluntarily denied not only the Catholic faith but the faith in Jesus Christ in general, and he is in a worse state than a sectarian. For the latter can still be saved provided he preserves the faith in our Lord Jesus Christ. However, unless T. Senkiv repents he continues to be under an anathema, and if he died, he would be eternally condemned. Nevertheless, he laughs at it. Even if T. Senkiv publicly renounced the heresies of Card. Husar and unity with him, he would still have to be punished for his crime of 15th August 2008 and the Holy Father would have to impose on him adequate penance, or possibly suspension. 

The episcopal curia in Stryi is de facto already under the rule of the apostate T. Senkiv. However, as a public apostate he must vacate his office for the rightful Church power which is represented by Bishop J. Kavatsiv and Bishop T. Ivashkiv. These two bishops were consecrated and appointed under extraordinary conditions. Their appointment can be nullified only by the Holy Father himself. The apostate synod, and the more so the heretic T. Senkiv along with his apostate apparatus, is not competent to make whatever changes. 

T. Senkiv came to Stryi with the main aim – to liquidate Bishop Kavatsiv, and that either by means of incompetent excommunication or by means of psychological and even physical pressures. Bishop Kavatsiv suffered for his Catholic faith in the times of persecution, was kept in prison camps and is the last bishop – confessor of faith – who remained faithful to the Church and to Christ up to this day. In the time of the Communist regime he was consecrated for Stryi. He is a rightful bishop of this town as well as of this eparchy. 

We call on the priests to put aside all fear roused by T. Senkiv and to stand up courageously for the truly Catholic bishop. The priests must renounce this heretic who has excluded himself from the Church! They must not be afraid to mention Bishop Josaphat and Bishop Teodozij in the Divine Liturgy in the town of Stryi and in the whole eparchy. They must no longer mention the apostates Card. Husar and Taras Senkiv.

We beseech the faithful to pluck up the courage and to stand up for their true Catholic bishops J. Kavatsiv and T. Ivashkiv. The believers shall gather from 19th August 2008, the feast of the Transfiguration of Our Lord, in silent prayer and singing in front of the building of the eparchy with the prayer-intention that the apostate bishop T. Senkiv should leave the building as well as the town of Stryi. They shall pray from 8 to 9pm through the following 9 days. Those who will not be able to take part shall pray at home at this time. (We believe that when this time again T. Senkiv will call the police against the innocent believers, the police will no more let themselves be manipulated by him.) This is a question of defence of our Catholic faith, of the heritage of our fathers, for the sake of which thousands of our martyrs suffered and died. This saving and Catholic faith will ensure us eternal life. The heresies of Card. Husar and Taras Senkiv united with him lead to eternal perdition.

Christ is risen! He is risen indeed!
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