Card. T. Bertone

State Secretary of Vatican

A request for a punishment of T. Senkiv
Your Eminence, 

a month ago a liberal priest T. Senkiv was unlawfully consecrated a bishop. Before the consecration we publicly warned the Prefect of the Congregation for the Oriental Churches Card. L. Sandri and the Apostolic Nuncio to Ukraine I. Yurkovych of this priest’s heretical attitudes towards the fundamental truths of the faith as well as of his moral incompetence. 

T. Senkiv distinctly and officially united with the spirit of apostasy of Card. L. Husar and with his overt heresies. He thus drew upon himself God’s curse and expulsion from the Mystical Body of Christ, i.e. from the Church, according to Gal 1:8-9.

T. Senkiv abused his episcopal office and deceived the state police in Stryi. On 15th August 2008 he mendaciously defamed us before this state police of the town of Stryi. He lodged a false accusation against us that we had attacked and beaten him in his episcopal residence. It not only would never even occur to us, but, moreover, it was also unreal due to the fact that in the time of our short visit there were about 10 employees of the consistory present and only three of us. Next he declared that we were no religious persons but something like terrorists. Consequently, the police arrested us in public in a scandalous manner, while we were sitting peacefully in a park, and forcibly led us away in handcuffs like some criminals in spite of the fact that we were dressed as monks and it was evident that we were religious persons. 
During our arrest there were also employees of the episcopate and the chancellor of the eparchy T. Poshivak present, above all the latter constantly inciting the police against us by false accusations.
At the police station it turned out that all accusations against us were false and so in about two hours the police released us with an apology.

The whole affair had to be dealt with even by the Ministry of the Interior in Ukraine. The policemen as well as the local people were greatly scandalized by this amoral conduct of the new bishop T. Senkiv.

Church portal RISU and official web pages of the UGCC are overbearingly and arrogantly spreading blatant lies about us throughout the world via the internet. These lies are literally being waited for by other enemies of Christ inside the Church, who then hypocritically shelter themselves behind these so-called direct sources. We have to warn of the fact that the above-mentioned two portals of the UGCC systematically distort the reality and shelter themselves behind the Church’s authority. Thereby they compromise the Church before the public and damage her credibility. It is a shame that only a secular newspaper (Vysokyi Zamok, 20/08) provided more objective information. It published the statement of the police who clearly stated that there was no violent incident. Bishop Taras Senkiv was thus exposed as a public liar.
The apostate bishop T. Senkiv ought to be justly punished for this crime. He should be deprived of his office and in compliance with the canon law excommunicated. In compliance with God’s law he already is excommunicated, because he publicly united with the heresies of Card. L. Husar. The following canons apply to him: can. 1454, can. 1445 §1,2, can. 1464 §1 CCEO.

Your Eminence, we remind that for his apostasy and for this serious moral crime T. Senkiv cannot hold the office of a bishop of the Catholic Church.
In Christ,
+ Markian Hitiuk, OSBM
+ Eliáš Dohnal, OSBM

+ Metoděj Špiřík, OSBM
Pidhirtsi, 21st August 2008
Copies to:

· Cardinals and Bishops of the Catholic Church

· Mayor of the town of Stryi

· Police organs of the town of Stryi

· Citizens of the town of Stryi
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