22nd December 2004

Supremo Tribunale della Segnatura Apostolica

Prefetto 

S.E.R. Mons. Pompedda Mario Francesco,

Arciv. Tit. di Bisarcio 

RES: A repeated accusation against the General Superior, Fr. Vasylij Kovbyč, OSBM

Your Eminence,

On  18th September, we sent an appeal accusation against the General Superior to the Supreme ecclesiastical court (The Apostolic Signature). This accusation was passed to the Congregation for Oriental Churches. The Congregation verbally notified us that they were not going to discuss the case yet. 

Because the General Superior continues inflicting invalid punitive decrees (exclusions from the Order) and blackening us morally, we are turning to the supreme court – the Apostolic Signature, again, with a request for help. 

The punitive decrees by the General Superior contain false accusations, they have been repeatedly issued out of court and do not adhere to the CCEO can. 1486 §1 in all its extent (i.e. there was no verbal confrontation and  no chance to defend oneself, etc.). Thus, the General Superior is repeatedly and in serious matters committing an act of abuse  of the Church authority. The content of the punitive decrees speaks for itself. 

On 1st December 2004, the General Superior again committed a very serious offence – an abuse of the Church authority, when in his two punitive decrees № 108/04 and № 109/04, “by the power of sacred obedience“, he orders Fr. ThLic Cyril J. Špiřík, OSBM, to confess publicly and in writing offences he never committed. At the same time, he is threatening him that unless he does so till 23rd December 2004, he will be suspended and consequentially excluded from the Order. 

This canonical reproof and the order “by the power of sacred obedience“ was inflicted upon him without a previous notification of his guilt, without a verbal confrontation or a chance to defend himself. Again, there was a complete disregard of the CCEO can. 1486 §1 which must be followed when inflicting a punishment by an out-of-court decree. 

Therefore, we are kindly asking the Apostolic Signature for a court treatment, and we are applying for:

1) A nullification of all lawless punitive decrees of the General Superior.

2) On the base of the CCEO can. 1464 §1, we are demanding that Fr. Vasylij Kovbyč, OSBM, is deposed from his office of a General Superior OSBM, because he was repeatedly and consciously abusing the Church authority and has thus caused a great offence among believers and a moral harm to the members of the Order of Saint Basil the Great. 

We are enclosing the decrees of the General Superior and our replies to these decrees. 

Glory to Jesus Christ!

Fr. ThLic Roman Šelepko, OSBM

Fr. ThDr. Eliáš Dohnal, OSBM

Fr. ThLic Markian Hitiuk, OSBM

Fr. ThDr. Metoděj Špiřík, OSBM

Fr. ThLic Cyril Špiřík, OSBM

Our address:

Монастир ЧСВВ

с. Підгірці

Р-н Бродівський

Обл. Львівська

80660

Україна

