Benedict XVI
Supreme Pontiff

An apostate appointed Monsignor

Your Holiness,

a well-known priest Tomáš Halík, an apostate, was allegedly appointed by You as “Honorary Prelate of His Holiness”. The responsibility for this dishonest action falls on Cardinal M. Vlk. He knows how to twist the policy in the Vatican. He turned to his sympathizers who hold the posts in Your dicasteries and act in Your name and in Your authority. Consequently, on 21st June 2008 the press agency TS ČBK 01271 issued the following hypocritical statement before the whole world: “The Holy Father Benedict XVI awarded in a significant manner four priests of Prague archdiocese, namely Tomáš Halík, rector of the university church of the Most Holy Saviour (and other three ones...). At the request of Cardinal M. Vlk, Archbishop of Prague, through mediation of Apostolic Nuncio Msgr. Diego Causero, all four priests named were conferred the title of Honorary Prelate of His Holiness (the title of Monsignor). In this way the Holy Father expressed appreciation of human, priestly and academic qualities as well as of the merit of the priests concerned.” 

All genuine believers in the Czech Republic, both Catholics and non-Catholics, but even many sincere unbelievers are very well aware that the priest Tomáš Halík, an author of a number of books and organizer of most widely advertised so-called religious activities, is a heretic and apostate. 
Your Holiness, what view of You will these sincere people take after such news of TS ČBK of 21st June 2008? We will say it openly – they will view You as a heretic and apostate, the same one as the apostate priest Tomáš Halík and as the apostate cardinal M. Vlk! How hard it is for us to persuade these people that You are not in spiritual unity with these apostates and that it is all manipulation by the Church intriguers. Your authority and Your name was purposefully abused by Cardinal M. Vlk, by Apostolic Nuncio Msgr. D. Causero and by an official of a papal dicastery. Nevertheless, we have to state sincerely, notwithstanding our defence of You, that You do have some guilt. It is Your cowardice. Therefore we hereby admonish You in the same authority as was used by the Apostle Paul. He then admonished the Apostle Peter, Head of the Church, for having acted by nature and not by faith (cf. Gal 2:14). Even the Lord Himself rebuked him for the same thing (cf. Mt 16:23). 

Your Holiness, what should You do now after this public scandal which has brought dishonour both on You and on the Church? We ask You, 
1) to approve by Your silence our public pronouncement of anathema against the apostate priest T. Halík and against the apostate cardinal M. Vlk. 

2) to punish the Apostolic Nuncio in the Czech Republic and likewise the official of the papal dicastery concerned, who abused Your name and Your authority. 

3) to put the affairs in the particular dicastery in order, or, if need be, to abolish this dicastery by reason of its inefficiency. 

Your Holiness, we pray for You; be brave, be ready like Saints Peter and Paul in Rome to sacrifice even Your life for the sake of Jesus Christ. 
Yours in Christ,

the bishops from Ukraine

+ Metoděj Špiřík, OSBM

+ Samuel Oberhauser

+ Markian Hitiuk, OSBM

+ Eliáš Dohnal, OSBM

Pidhirtsi, 29th June 2008
On the feast of Saints Peter and Paul
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