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Your Eminence,

thereby we present to You the reasons why we refused the canonical visitation on the days 5th – 9th February 2008 as well as our attitude towards the whole matter.

The only contemplative monastery of the Greek-Catholic Church in Ukraine is our monastery of St. Elijah the Prophet in Lvov – Bryukhovychi. It was founded by the Metropolitan A. Sheptytskyi in 1925. In 1936 he donated to us a large piece of land with a building in Sukhovolya and 2.5 hectares he let be enclosed with a concrete fence. Here lived our sisters. In 1946 the Greek-Catholic Church was abolished by the Communist regime.

The sisters remained faithful to their vocation in the times of illegality and when in 1990 the Greek-Catholic Church was given liberty, they found a new place in Bryukhovychi as it was no longer possible for them to return to their monastery which, in the meantime, had been changed into a school. At that time we were visited by the active sisters OSBM from USA several times. They offered us some financial help. After some time they dealt with us as if they were our superiors, though they did not interfere in our internal monastic life. We came to know that they had incorporated us under their “protection”, in so-called centralization. We did not know what to do and we could not even do anything. As long as they did not interfere in our contemplative life we were silent; however, we have never signed any document of centralization with them. In 2004 the General Superior of the Basilian sisters of active life from Rome demanded that we should be officially subordinated to them and that everything should be legalized in accordance with the new codex of canon law. However, already before making this demand this General Superior of the active sisters put pressure on us. She began to interfere in our life by various psychological methods – during the visitation interviews she forced us to look into her eyes for all the time, she ridiculed us asking why we were afraid, she hugged and embraced us tightly, which seemed to us improper and immoral. When we reacted coldly, she started to blacken us and spread about us that we were disobedient. Then we knew that the only way was to express clearly who we are and what our way is.

On 4th November 2004 in our monastery chapter we decided unanimously that we do not want to have anything in common with the leadership of the active sisters; we were founded as an autonomous contemplative monastery. We have a different founder and a different charisma than the active sisters OSBM. Thereafter we sent the documents and applications to the Congregation for the Oriental Churches and requested that – with regard to the fact that we have an abundance of vocations and an 80-year-long existence – we should be given a status of an autonomous contemplative monastery of pontifical right.

Since that time we have sent the Congregation for the Oriental Churches more than 10 applications. Unfortunately, we either received no reply at all or we were referred to the resolution of the Generalate of the active sisters OSBM. When we repeated that we have nothing in common with them, the response was silence.

On 17th December 2007 we received a fax that there would be a canonical visitation taking place from 20th December 2007 to 5th January 2008. We asked for a postponement by fax. Immediately we received a response by fax that the visitation would take place from 5th February to 9th February 2008. We expected that we would receive a letter and be announced the reason for the visitation, its programme, questions... As no letter came, we asked the Basilian fathers from Pidhirtsi to make a visitation of our monastery.
These performed the visitation and made a written record which we subsequently sent along with our covering letter to the Apostolic Nuncio I. Yurkovych. In this letter we informed him that a thematic visitation had taken place and if the visitor from Rome, Fr. G. Marani SJ, should have some concrete additional questions, he could write them and we would answer them in writing. We received a response by fax that the visitation would still take place because Fr. Marani SJ had already left Rome. On 5th February 2008 we did not let the visitor into our monastery because we had come to know that the aim of the visitation was just to find some artificial reason for our liquidation.

We suppose that the main reason for the visitation was the fact that next to our monastery an occult centre is under construction, similar to the one near St. Andrew’s Church in Lvov. Since we protested against this construction, the proprietor of the neighbouring piece of land joined with some members of the Town Council and began to inveigh against us. We had actually demonstrated in public against the building of this centre and also took turns in a hunger-strike for half a year. We were aware of what misery and curse occultism brings as to the individual so to the whole nation. Therefore we were obliged to defend ourselves and to warn the leadership of the Church of the danger. However, the proprietor had his started construction officially consecrated by the Church and then he declared: “I have been given the Church’s blessing, and these sisters are a sect!” He turned to the head of the Patriarchal Commission and to the official Church structures for help in the liquidation of our monastery. The so-called canonical visitation was also to serve his wish.

During the visitation (21st-24th January 2008) the Basilian fathers asked us a question: “What solution can you see in relation to occultism?” We gave a written response into the visitation protocol: “The solution is that the representatives of the Church – Card. L. Husar, Apostolic Nuncio, Archbishop of Lvov and Synod of UGCC issue a clear, binding and authoritative statement of the Church on magic and divination. Thereby the Church would officially dissociate itself from the spirit of all covert practices of ancient as well as modern occultism. The Congregation for the Oriental Churches appointed the above-mentioned Church authorities to pronounce on the visitation, so we thereby give the full and competent conclusion regarding the whole sphere of occultism into the hands of the mentioned Church authorities.” They do not have to answer promptly by fax as it was in the case of pressure with the visitations, suffice it that they begin to deal with this key problem!
The fathers further wrote into the visitation protocol: “We spoke with all sisters – as with the novices so with the sisters with perpetual vows. The sisters feel as in a loving family, they are happy and each of them has her place here.”

We add to this: Throughout the time of our existence no sister has left the monastery. The sisters do not need such reforms that they should exchange their personal relation to Christ and interior prayer for some psychological meditative techniques which are promoted by sr. Dia Stasiuk. We are also not willing to open ourselves to the spirit of occultism through magic practices such as homoeopathy or divination with pendulum. Quite the contrary, we are obliged to stand against this spirit of betrayal of Christ even if it should cost us life. We are obliged to remain faithful to Jesus Christ and to His Church. We do not want to introduce into our monastery various occult dances, looking into eyes or some queer embraces instead of prayer, as it is being propagated by the current wave of perverted psychologies which substitute true spirituality, lead sisters into crises and make them fall away from their vocation. We are willing to communicate with anyone, but concretely and in writing. To a clear question we will give a clear answer. Or we will communicate in the presence of those who are willing to defend us against the intrigues of the ones who do not have fair intentions with us and with Jesus. 

What can we expect? We are prepared for everything. For Jesus’ sake and for our faithfulness to Him we are willing to be defamed, vilified, called a sect or apostates from the Church or whatever else. We are closed in the monastery, praying and endeavouring to embody God’s Word in our lives. We also learn to transform our thinking according to the Gospel (see Mk 1:15) that we may truly and wholly belong to Jesus and that in whatever hour we may meet Him face to face. We endeavour to be like those virgins from the Gospel who have not only lamps but also the oil of the Holy Spirit in them. Our desire is that Jesus be our Light and the only Love for the sake of which we have forsaken the world!
Glory to Jesus Christ!

Sisters of the contemplative monastery

Lvov – Bryukhovychi

Bryukhovychi 6th February 2008
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