His Holiness 

Benedict XVI.

Supreme Pontiff

Cardinals of the Catholic Church

Glory to Jesus Christ!

Your Holiness,

receive from us an expression of deep respect, devotion, obedience and love for You and for the whole Catholic Church. Love for the Church and pain over the state in which the Church has nowadays found herself force us to turn to Your Holiness and at the same time to all cardinals of the Catholic Church. 

In this letter we are bringing forward for Your consideration: 

A) analysis of the state of the Church

B) project of a reform of the Apostolic See.

ad A) Analysis of the state of the Church
Many are nowadays putting a question – Is the Church still Catholic? All theological faculties give official lectures on historic-critical theology (method) which is built on atheistic philosophy. It denies the basis of the whole Christianity, namely – the Divinity of Christ and all miracles in the Holy Scripture! (see our analysis in the book Four Words from Ukraine, www.community.org.ua)

Further there are official lectures on religious relativism which leads to a conclusion that paganism and Christianity are one and therefore there is no need to do any mission. This is based on a false interpretation of the Nostra aetate declaration and on a so-called respect for other religions! 

We are asking: “What is then the meaning of papacy if, in the existent system of Church structures, it cannot fulfil the most essential commission – defend the faith and the morals against heresy and spirit of the world?” 

Your Holiness, we all are aware that the whole Church must nowadays get Your clear word and receive from You the necessary measures that are unconditionally needed for her reform. We perceive that God’s Providence gave us You, Your Holiness, so that You codify the identity of the Catholic Church and faith by means of the authority that has been entrusted to You. 

Supposing that You were prevented from making this historic step and inward enemies of the Church caused Your premature death and thus hindered the fulfilment of this task, then there would follow only a total decay and chaos and it would be better to leave the Catholic Church because it will no longer be Catholic, not even Christian (considering the denial of fundamentals of the faith and the Gospel), and the way of salvation will become safer with some revived protestant Churches which would thus have more Catholic truths than us who would eventually bear only a Catholic name. 

We therefore propose that one should remove the system inside the Church which brought about this state and which hinders You, Your Holiness, from fully administering Your office and from carrying out the necessary internal reform. Yet first of all, with regard to the emergent situation, there arises a need to punish the State Secretary Cardinal A. Sodano who in the present times takes the biggest blame for: 1) the decay in the Church and 2) the paralyzation of papacy. 

As an evidence we are illustrating an example from Ukraine: For 44 years our UGCC (Ukrainian Greek-Catholic Church) was in catacombs (1946-1990). After getting out of illegality, through the liquidation policy of Cardinal A. Sodano our Church has entered a way of return into a schism and opening for the spirit of the New Age. Effective mission was liquidated, all that was living in it – paralyzed. By a decree from 18th July 1996 Cardinal A. Sodano illegally and forcibly pushed L. Husar, who had been suspended for 17 years, through as head of the UGCC. This violence was resultlessly protested by three Metropolitans of the UGCC by a memorandum from 25th November 1996. Cardinal L. Husar continues the policy of putting through a schism:  

a) Our faithful in the liturgy must be called Orthodox (a psychological preparation). It is the same spirit of treachery as the one that 60 years ago on 8th March 1946 by means of a pseudo-synod “united” our Eastern Catholic Church with the Orthodox (liquidation of the UGCC!). 

b) By his speech on 29th September 2005 in Kiev and 16th October 2005 in Rome Cardinal L. Husar attacked the institution of papacy. 

We therefore propose: 

1) that Cardinal A. Sodano should be deprived of his function due to a treason (betrayal of the Church and of the Holy Father) and should be given a chance of repentance in some monastery. 

2) that Cardinal L. Husar should be deprived of all Church offices and titles and sent as emeritus for repentance. This step is necessary so as it could be clear to all hierarchs and believers that there exists justice and right for all in the Church. 

ad B) Project of a reform of the Apostolic See

“The Church is built on apostles and prophets” (Eph 2:20). In the early Church there was a close connection between the authority that was represented by the apostle Peter and the charisma of prophetical function represented by the apostles John and James (Mk 9:2; 14:33). 

They together created mutual unity (Acts 8:14; 3:1; Gal 2:9). Out of the Twelve Jesus chose three apostles as pillars of the Church – Peter, James and John. Peter was set by Christ as head of the apostolic church of the Twelve. Apostle James, as first of the apostles, died a death of a martyr (Acts 12:2), which is a testimony to Christ. The prophetical charisma of St. John is displayed in the written testimony of faith (the gospel and the letters) and in the encouraging and admonishing of bishops (see The Apocalypse 2nd-3rd chapter).

The authority of St. Peter (papacy). This authority was established by Christ Himself (Mt 16:16n; Jn 21:15n). It forms a substantial element of Catholic and biblical faith and is rooted in the primacy of Roman Bishop (successor to St. Peter) and in his infallibility in the field of faith and morals defined “ex catedra” (First Vatican Council). The main task of the successor to Peter the Apostle is to guard faith, morals and spirit of repentance in the Church. For this purpose God has given him the supreme authority and power in the Church. It is inadmissible that this power should be usurped by State Secretary of Vatican or by employees of dicasteries, on top of it many times even without the consent of the Pope and against his intentions and the spirit he bears! 

I. First step of the reform

Abolishing the Vatican dicasteries and depriving the State Secretariate of its spiritual power! What would remain would be just the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith (CDF) which would act as an auxiliary body of the Holy Father in fulfilling his charisma. State Secretary would be represented only by a bishop, who would be engaged merely in the relation of the State of Vatican with other states. (The free premises of Vatican dicasteries could serve as archives, one or two contemplative monasteries which could be at a disposal to the Holy Father and to the CDF by prayer and advice, and further as hotels for pilgrims.)  

II. Second step of the reform

All powers of the abolished dicasteries would pass to national episcopal conferences (synods) including the appointment of new bishops. The episcopal synod (conference) or the individual bishops could turn directly to the Holy Father only in emergency issues (controversies). 

III. Third step of the reform

In each state the function of the Apostolic Nunciature would be modified in such a way that it would have the nature of an office for the doctrine of the faith and would be a lengthened arm of the CDF. Apostolic Nunciature would comprise three bishops appointed by the Holy Father (one from Rome and two from the local Church). It is necessary that these are men of prayer, repentance, familiar with the Catholic teaching and having an earnest Catholic spirit (sentire cum Ecclesiae). Their task would be to take the responsibility in a particular nation (state) for purity of faith and morals as well as to support reevangelization and internal mission. (Under their patronage laymen would have a larger space for evangelization.) Their next task would be to voice their opinion on proposed episcopal candidates. In each diocese the Apostolic Nunciature (office for the doctrine of the faith) would have its commission for the doctrine of the faith comprised of priests and religious. 

IV. Fourth step of the reform

Creation of a separate synod of religious. The principal task of religious is to live the charisma of an evangelical following of Christ and actualize the charisma of their founder in the local Church. The religious synod would adopt all powers of the former Congregation for Religious. The patronage over all religious would be held by the personal secretary of the Pope (James). 

V. Fifth step of the reform

Spiritual power in the national Church would be represented by: 

a) synod of bishops

b) apostolic nunciature (office for the doctrine of the faith)

c) synod of religious

These three components are a guarantee of a sound and balanced development of the Church and of the Catholic identity. 

Your Holiness, asking for Your blessing as well as for the blessing of all Cardinals, 

Yours faithfully

Fr. Markian V. Hitiuk ThLic., OSBM

Fr. Metoděj R. Špiřík ThD., OSBM

Fr. Cyril J. Špiřík ThD. Ing., OSBM

Fr. Eliáš A. Dohnal ThD., OSBM

Pidhirtsi 15th February 2006

Address: 

OSBM Monastery

Pidhirtsi

Brody District

Lviv Region

80660

Ukraine
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