Analysis of the so-called pastoral letter of Card. L. Husar

On 23rd March 2008 Card. L. Husar issued an official announcement (a so-called pastoral letter) of the UGCC in the matters of us four bishops.

Quotation: 

“As Supreme Archbishop of the UGCC I wish to acquaint You with the following:” 

Point 1. Quotation: “The Synod of Bishops of the UGCC never proposed the above-mentioned persons as candidates for episcopal dignity.”
Response: Card. L. Husar is true in this aspect, for he and the spirit of the Synod would never propose a true Catholic candidate having the same spirit as the Holy Father Benedict XVI. A candidate proposed by Card. L. Husar may only be a schismatic or an apostate. Unfortunately, or rather thank God, we are neither the former nor the latter.

Point 2. Quotation: “They have never been given the blessing of the Roman Pontiff, as is required by the canon law.”

Response: The truth is that we were not given this blessing in advance. Why? Because until this time Card. L. Husar has allowed it solely for his chosen ones, who, however, had to have the spirit of schism and apostasy – yet this fact he concealed from the Holy Father.

Point 3. Quotation: “Therefore in spite of their promulgation it is impossible to regard them as bishops of the UGCC.”

Response: By this decree Card. L. Husar appropriates the power that is due to the Holy Father alone. For thereby L. Husar de facto excommunicates us. However, in the same way as Card. L. Husar excommunicates us we can excommunicate him. But as ours so also his excommunication is not legitimate in that excommunication of bishops may be imposed only by the Holy Father.

If the Holy Father saw a need to excommunicate somebody here in Ukraine, then, concerning Card. L. Husar, there are immediately two reasons:

1) He unlawfully usurped the rule which is exclusive to the Holy Father and thus caused a confusion in the whole UGCC.

2) He maintains schismatic and apostate views.

So our proposal of his excommunication is just. Though probably Card. L. Husar is already used to excommunications, as his previous one lasted 17 years.

In this so-called pastoral letter the faithful were confused most by the citation of the canon code, can. 1459 §1 CCEO, which speaks about excommunication and exclusion from the Catholic Church. However, Card. L. Husar consciously concealed a substantial fact: The Eastern Church does not have punishments latae sententiae, so bishops, that means us too, may be judged only by the Holy Father and not by him who de facto usurped the power in the UGCC. 
By his so-called pastoral letter Card. L. Husar publicly expressed his disobedience to the Holy Father.
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