Announcement to President of Ukraine 

President of Ukraine
Victor Andriyevych Yushchenko

Kiev

Dear Mr. President,

in the name of the new orthodox Catholic Synod of the UGCC (Ukrainian Greek-Catholic Church) we turn to You and present to You some objective information.

Card. L. Husar committed public apostasy, proclaims a heretical teaching irreconcilable with the Christian faith and on grounds of this, in accordance with Gal 1:9, has fallen under an anathema (the heaviest punishment). Therefore a new temporary Synod with new Head has been appointed. In compliance with the canon law, can. 1060 §1 CCEO, the settlement of this theological problem in the UGCC falls exclusively within the competence of the Roman Pontiff Benedict XVI.

Unfortunately, Card. L. Husar and his like-minded try to avoid the resolution of the Pope and for that purpose abuse the state organs: deputies, the police, State Security Committee as well as employees of religious departments (e.g. Mr. R. Kurash).
Dear Mr. President, we would like to ask You that the state authorities of Ukraine should not respond to provocations on the part of Card. L. Husar and his co-workers. At the present time their synod is taking place and we expect that they will try to bring psychological pressure to bear on You, on the police, on the State Security Committee etc. by means of various half-truths and even false arguments. It is not us but them who constantly create artificial tensions and scandalous situations so as to have a pretext for abusing state organs against us. 
In Ukraine there is freedom of religion and separation of the Church and the state. The controversy between the two Synods of the UGCC may be settled only by the Holy Father alone and in no way by state organs, as it is intended by Card. L. Husar.

Dear Mr. President, thank You for Your fair dealing and understanding. 

Yours faithfully,

H.E. Vasyl Teodozij Ivashkiv, OSBM

Vicar of the Head of UGCC

(a citizen of Ukraine)

H.E. Markian Vasyl Hitiuk, OSBM

Secretary of the Synod of UGCC

(a citizen of Ukraine)

Stryi, 3rd September 2008

Copies to: 

· His Holiness Benedict XVI

· J. Lutsenko, Minister of the Interior

· V. Nalyvaychenko, Chief of State Security Committee

· Chief executive of the Lvov regional police
· A. Matios, Chief executive of State Security Committee in Lvov

· M. Kmit, Governor of Lvov region

· M. Paliychuk, Governor of Ivano-Frankivsk region

· J. Chizhmar, Governor of Ternopol region

Enclosure: Letter of the orthodox Catholic Synod of the UGCC to His Holiness Benedict XVI
Address: Bishops’ Synod of the UGCC, Pidhirtsi 19, Brody dist., Lvov reg., 80660, Ukraine
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