Appeal against illegal decrees

Pidhirtsi 10th March 2006

Mons. Frans Daneels   O Praem

Supremo Tribunale della 

Segnatura Apostolica

Città del Vaticano

Glory to Jesus Christ!

Your Excellency,

thereby we appeal against the decrees of the Congregation for the Oriental Churches (COCh) № 142, 139, 138/05 from 20th February 2006 which were delivered to us on 9th March 2006. These decrees are illegal and ineffective, as, of course, is known even to COCh, namely due to the following reasons: 

1) On the base of CCEO can. 1059, on 1st September 2005 by way of Supreme Tribunal of Apostolic Signatura we sent an appeal to the Holy Father. On the base of this act any tribunal loses executive power and it is necessary to wait for a resolution by the Holy Father (see decree of the Supreme Tribunal of Apostolic Signatura  № 36626(7,8)/04 CA from 13th October 2005). 

2) Within the period when they were competent to respond to our appeals, COCh wasted the time limits determined by CCEO can. 1517, and at the present time they no longer have any competence in our affairs. 

What is then the meaning of these illegal decrees?

Security Service of Ukraine (SSU), as unofficially announced by state authorities, is now only waiting for a written document from COCh, so as to accomplish the secret request for our deportation brought forward on 6th August 2004 by Cardinal L. Husar (decree   № 399/2003). If the SSU service acted on the base of any ecclesial decrees then it is compromising itself and in such a way breaking the state laws of Ukraine! 

Also the content of the illegal decrees is false.

A) COCh states that in the canonical admonitions and punishments OSBM General Superior observed the CCEO norms. 

We reply: On the base of CCEO can. 1517, 1486, the General Superior did not observe these elements: 

a) our guilt was not concretized (what, when, where);

b) our guilt was not legally proved (which is logical);

c) we had no opportunity to defend ourselves, and no verbal confrontation took place between us and the General Superior. Neither a notary nor a promoter of justice were incorporated in the process. 

After each canonical admonishment we wrote an appeal. Instead of a response and maintenance of legal procedure there followed other canonical admonitions up to illegal punishments. 

B) COCh is blaming us that we did not cooperate with the Apostolic Visitator H.E. Bishop Hlib Lonchyna.

We reply: We were willing to cooperate with the visitator; however, he rejected to take minutes of the visitation and did not allow our advocate to be present therein. He thus roughly violated human rights and CCEO norms. He confessed to this act of his even in writing with his signature. 

So Mons. A. Veglio (COCh secretary) is consciously lying and concealing facts! 

This Veglio’s criminal judgement on his own executed in the name and by authority of the Holy Father (yet without his consent!) is an example of cynical and recidivous abuse of the supreme power in the Church through the Vatican dicasteries. This abuse is the deepest cause of the hatred for and resistance to the institution of papacy even from the side of our Eastern Church. This is the most authentic reason of all great blows struck at the mysterious body of Christ including the schism in 1054. 

Your Excellence, we ask You to deliver this letter (appeal) to the Holy Father, yet in no way through the State Secretary but personally to His Holiness Benedict XVI. Cardinal A. Sodano is well acquainted with this arranged process and certainly that is the reason why the Secretary of COCh Mons. A. Veglio is so daringly and cynically making out false and illegal decrees ini the name of the Holy Father. Both he and Card. A. Sodano are thus compromising the institution of papacy!!!

We thank You for Your help.

Yours in Christ,

Fr. Markian V. Hitiuk ThLic. OSBM

Fr. Eliáš A. Dohnal ThD. OSBM

Fr. Metoděj R. Špiřík ThD. OSBM
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· His Holiness Benedict XVI.

· Apostolic Nuncio in Ukraine Mons. I. Yurkovych
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· National Regional Council in Lviv

· Head of SSU I. Dryzhchanyi, Kiev

· Deputy O. Turchynov
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