Pidhirci 24th July 2005

Mons. Ivan Jurkovič 

Apostolic Nuncio

Kyiv

RES: Application for the issue of an annulment decree as to the deportation of citizens of Czech and Slovak Republics from Ukraine

Your Excellence,

for a longer time You have been informed about the acting of the Church authorities in Ukraine who violate the Church canons and moral principles. The OSBM leadership inspired Cardinal Lubomyr Huzar to an immoral acting and made him turn to state authorities and ask a prohibition of entrance and stay of 23 citizens of CR and SR in Ukraine as well as their deportation. These had never broken any of the Ukrainian laws and likewise committed no transgression against the Church law for which they should be punished by the Church court. Five of the above-mentioned have already had their passports stamped with a prohibition of entrance and stay in the territory of Ukraine, and the other three are being denied to have their visa prolonged. 

Regarding the illegal deprival of perpetual vows and the illegal exclusion of five monks from the Order, we turned to the Supreme Tribunal of the Apostolic Signature and we apply for a proper Church trial that would withdraw the illegal decrees. 

All this led to a great scandal among the religious, priests and believers who are very carefully watching these events, who set a great hope on our mission and expect a just settlement of the whole affair since the recollection positively influenced lives of thousands of believers but for the time being they were thereby stopped. The fruit of this mission was also the publication of the book “Four Words from Ukraine” which is likewise enjoying a great popularity and that not only in Ukraine.

This unjust treatment and abuse of the Church office and Church authority leads to the liquidation of spiritual life and to the apostasy from the Church. This opens the door for various sects to penetrate and spread throughout, and it aims at killing all that is living and orthodox in the Church: the spirit of and the spirit of repentance without which the Church tends towards a gradual self-destruction. 

Your Excellence, in the course of the years 2004 and 2005 You were being informed about the whole problem; however, by Your attitude You have by now approved of these negative affairs. 

As to the Church representatives applying to the state authorities (SBU - secret policy – the former KGB) for the deportation, we asked for an annulment of this application by turning to the OSBM leadership, to Cardinal L. Huzar and to the Bishop’s Synod. All of them pronounced that they are not competent to solve this affair. 

Cardinal L. Huzar, to a great scandal of the public (see the journal ‘Patriarchat’ № 4/2005, p. 25), does not want to rectify his mistake and thereby there is a big shade thrown upon the Church. Therefore we are asking You as the highest representative of the Holy Father in Ukraine, to rectify this great moral harm caused to the Church by the acting of Cardinal L. Huzar, and as a person now most competent in this matter, to issue a document by which You will repeal the illegal official document by Cardinal L. Huzar № 2003/399 from 6th August 2004 and to pass it to the state authorities so that these would annul the order concerning the deportation and stay of the 23 persons named in Ukraine. Though state authorities, on impulse of the Church authority, committed lawlessness, nevertheless, the responsibility falls upon the Church, so, the rectification must begin from here.

In Christ,

in the name of 23 brothers harmed,

Fr. Eliáš A. Dohnal, ThD., OSBM

Fr. Cyril J. Špiřík, ThD., OSBM

Fr. Metoděj R. Špiřík, ThD., OSBM

Fr. Markian V. Hitiuk, ThLic, OSBM

Enclosure: 

Letter by Cardinal L. Huzar № 2003/399 to state authorities

Journal “Patriarchat” 4/05 p.25 

Copies:

· His Holiness Benedict XVI.

· Cardinal A. Sodano, Secretary of the State of Vatican

· Mr. P. Olijnyk, Head of the Regional Council, Lviv

