Archliar Ján Babjak

Msgr. Ján Babjak SJ, Archbishop

Archbishopric of the Greek-Catholic Church, Prešov
Dear Msgr. Babjak,
we, four bishops of the Eastern Church UGCC, are forced to respond to Your insolent lie stated in the circular of the new Greek-Catholic archbishopric; May 2008 № 12. Here You publicly declared a lie, that we are excluded from the Catholic Church.

We want to remind You of one more lie, which You committed in the official document № 3767/2003 of 12th December 2003 and which was likewise published.
Father P.K. explained to You in a personal letter that in the year 2003 we tried to save the monastery property against theft. You, however, replied in an official document: “My view is completely different.” And then You demagogically continued with a series of senseless deductions about a schism, which had nothing to do with the truth. At the close of these absurdities You declared that You expel the priest P.K. not only from the parish but even from the diocese. Afterward, You purposefully publicized Your lie as a truth.
What is the reason for such behaviour? Perhaps the fact that You are unable to see the truth and therefore You brush off the reality with the words: “My view is completely different.”
We know You from the time when You were a priest and as early as then this incapability of self-criticism and inclination to delusions of grandeur and despotism were manifest with You. Upon Your assuming the Church authority one could see rapid gradation in this all. In other words, in these conditions this disease may quickly develop up to self-divinization and cult of personality.
Realize that the times we are living in are times when the Church is bleeding and when her being on the particular territory is at stake. The Church needs God’s men who are rooted in the truth – in Christ – and of whom one can say: “When the Holy Spirit has come upon you, you shall be My witnesses (martyres).” (Acts 1:8) But unfortunately, Your view is different. Unless You get out of this spiritual blindness through genuine repentance and change the spirit of pride and the spirit of the world for the spirit of humility and truth, You are no longer a shepherd of Christ’s flock but a mere hireling, like Judas the Apostle. 

Your election to archbishop is therefore really a tragedy for the Greek-Catholic Church in Slovakia. Your external activities are actually a mere seeking of Your own glory. You and our Basilian bishop P. Gojdič OSBM have nothing in common, rather the contrary. He was modest – You are proud. He defended the Ruthenians – You liquidate them etc. You do not have at heart a true spiritual awakening of the new archdiocese or diocese entrusted to You. The Lord Jesus would tell You today: “I know your works... and you (in your pride) do not know that you are wretched, miserable, poor, blind, and naked... Therefore be zealous and repent.” (Rev3:15f)
It would be of far more benefit to the new archdiocese if Your place were given to Prof. Cyril Vasil SJ, or to the present Bishop of Bratislava Peter Rusnák, or to Father V. Skyba. Soon after Your consecration we painfully persuaded ourselves that You have a habit of a liar. Now, after Your promotion and after Your false statement we must add that You have earned a new title: archliar Ján Babjak SJ. The fact that this title was not granted to You for free is testified by Your public statement in the circular mentioned. Herein You declared about us four bishops of the UGCC: “On the basis of canon 1459 §1 CCEO they fall under the punishment of major excommunication, ergo they are excluded from the Catholic Church.” And this is a lie! What document do You have therefor? None except that “Your view is completely different” from the reality again.
Aggravating circumstances concerning Your false public proclamation:
1) Your statement is a revolt against the Holy Father since You do not wait for his decision and You interfere in his competence.

2) Though You were informed about our complaint against the Catholic News (CN), wherein we demanded that they withdraw their false statements, You published a false statement of similar wording.

3) As bishop of Eastern rite You should be acquainted with the CCEO Code and know that Eastern law has no automatic punishment. Every punishment has to be preceded by an ecclesiastical trial.

4) You know that bishops may be punished by the Holy Father alone, and You know that the Holy Father has not done so.

5) You also knew that we asked the Holy Father for additional blessing and that we explained to him the serious circumstances connected with our consecration.

6) The canon 1459 §1 cited by Cardinal Husar was consciously distorted by You. 
7) If the CN intentionally committed a lie, it is a deceit and sin. However, in the case of You as of a representative of the Greek-Catholic Church who was informed about the whole matter it is a sign of total disregard for the truth. This is a serious crime. You have diverted Your heart from the ability to know the truth and You have fully opened Yourself to the spirit of lie!

You abuse God’s authority conferred upon You for Your fame and You serve the spirit of lie, the antichrist! You therefore rightly earned the title of archliar. Your view is different from others because You are spiritually blind. How could You lead the diocese to a spiritual awakening – to spiritual resurrection? In this way You can only lead it to cemetery and to the grave! How would the passengers end if their driver was blind? They would end in a crash and would perhaps pay with their lives. This picture fully applies to You. You have nothing in common either with Christ or with His Spirit – Spirit of truth and repentance. You really are the greatest obstacle to the spiritual awakening of the new Metropolitanate. The spirit of lie, which has become incarnate in You, allows through Your pride no space for the living Jesus either in You or in others.
What about the publicly uttered lie in the circular of the Greek-Catholic archbishopric? We do not demand that You should apologize to us or retract Your false statement, for this would be as if we wanted a blind man to paint or a deaf man to sing or a paralyzed man to do sports. We tolerate Your blindness and deafness. Through spectacles of pride and lie You have a completely different view of the truth and reality.
Finally, we recommend You with love that You ask the Holy Father to release You from Your office, that You may repent of Your blindness in some monastery and thus separate Yourself radically from the spirit You serve. For behind Your statement in the circular is a spirit of lie and death which kills Christ and the souls so dearly paid for by Him! Why did You lie publicly and claimed that we four bishops are excommunicated from the Church if it is not true? Because You fear the reality as it is. In the present time many bishoprics of our Byzantine Church are ruled by the spirit of pharisaism and death, which You represent. After the fall of Communism there was no opportunity given in our Byzantine Church for the Spirit of God to work in power in these key posts. This spirit guided our martyr bishops Bl. P.P. Gojdič OSBM in Prešov, Bl. J. Kotsylovskyi OSBM in Przemysl, Bl. H. Khomyshyn in Ivano-Frankivsk (Stanislavov). So You fear lest there should appear similar Christ’s witnesses again and the monolith of the pharisaical spirit should thus be violated. One could then easily recognize that many are not apostles but liars. God’s Word confirms it: “They say they are apostles and are not, and have been found to be liars.” (cf. Rev 2:2) Unfortunately in Your case it has appeared that You are an archliar! The statement given in the archbishopric’s circular bears loud witness to this.
In Christ,
the bishops of the UGCC

+ Eliáš Dohnal OSBM
+ Metoděj Špiřík OSBM

+ Samuel Oberhauser

+ Markian Hitiuk OSBM
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