His Holiness

Benedict XVI

Supreme Pontiff

Città del Vaticano

Supreme Tribunal of the Apostolic Signatura compromises the Catholic Church by its judicial crimes and intrigues
Your Holiness,

out of obedience to God, to You as well as to the truth we want to inform You that the Prefect of the Supreme Tribunal of the Apostolic Signatura + Raymond Leo Burke and the Secretary of this dicastery + Frans Daneels OPraem have committed a serious judicial crime and a conscious lie with the aim of liquidation of true-Catholic priests – monks. For this conscious abuse of their office and for having publicly compromised the Catholic Church they both deserve to be not only withdrawn from their office but also publicly punished! Unless this is done, their intrigues and judicial crimes, considering the offices they hold in the Catholic Church, compromise the Church so much that she becomes a mockery of God’s Word which says that the Church is “the pillar and ground of the truth” (see 1Tim 3:15). In the present situation the hierarchical structure of the Catholic Church, and above all its justice, is the pillar and ground of intrigues and lies. 
The course of events

In 2003 our Delegature of St. Procopius in the Czech Republic (Order of St. Basil the Great – OSBM) was dissolved. The true reason for its dissolution was the fact that we had and have the Spirit of Christ and make no compromise with the spirit of the world and with the spirit of New Age, to which the major part of the Church hierarchy, including the superiors of OSBM, have opened themselves.

The Delegature had 29 members, including postulants. These were all young people. Those without perpetual vows were mercilessly dismissed from the Order and certain Church superiors saw to it that no bishop should admit them to the seminary or as priests to his diocese! Four of us (Fr. Eliáš, Fr. Metoděj, Fr. Markian, Fr. Cyril) and Fr. Roman Shelepko from Ukraine could not be immediately dismissed from the Order as we had and still have perpetual vows. Therefore the OSBM superiors with the assistance of the employees of the Congregation for the Oriental Churches (COCh) fabricated accusations and staged a trial. Without evidence of guilt, without an opportunity for defence and without being right at least in one thing of which they accused us, they dismissed us from OSBM.

The most flagrant case was that of Fr. Cyril J. Špiřík Ing. ThD. OSBM. He was staying in England at the time, assisting the OSBM fathers in pastoral work. Because he was in inner unity with us, the General Superior Fr. Basil Koubetch OSBM accused him of a non-existent offence! By virtue of sacred obedience he was ordered to sign false evidence. Because Fr. Cyril OSBM refused to do so, he was dismissed from OSBM by reason of disobedience. 
Throughout the year we sent various appeals and pleas to the Congregation for the Oriental Churches, but this Congregation was deliberately silent. Thereafter, by some miracle, our appeal was received by the Prefect of the Apostolic Signatura Msgr. M. F. Pompedda, of blessed memory, who transmitted the whole cause back to the COCh. He thus made it start communicating with us. However, the COCh speedily denied our appeal against the decrees of dismissal from OSBM. It thus committed a judicial crime of lie and deceit. We appealed again to the Supreme Tribunal of the Apostolic Signatura against this criminal resolution of the COCh. However, in the meantime Archbishop M. F. Pompedda was withdrawn from the office of Prefect and in his place Msgr. A. Vallini was appointed, who is a personal friend of Card. A. Sodano and also a friend of our General Superiors of OSBM. Our cause was ceased for a period of one year. Afterwards, Archbp. Raymond Leo Burke, who is in both ideological and spiritual unity with the apostatic stream within the Catholic Church, became the new Prefect of the Apostolic Signatura. Immediately after assuming the office he began “to deal with” our case in the spirit of totalitarian systems. On 19th September 2008 he denied the recourse of Fr. Roman V. Shelepko ThLic. OSBM and a week later the recourse of Fr. Cyril J. Špiřík Ing. ThD. OSBM (the fathers were not informed about it until 30th October 2008). Both decrees of the Apostolic Signatura contain a number of false statements presented as facts! 
Prefect + Raymond Leo Burke and Secretary + Frans Daneels OPraem write conscious lies in the decrees! In conclusion they write that they did not deal with the recourses lodged against the resolution of the COCh at all because they were groundless.
An example of lie and manipulation of the truth is the statement of the above-mentioned hierarchs that Fr. Roman V. Shelepko ThLic. OSBM and Fr. Cyril J. Špiřík Ing. ThD. OSBM refused the Visitor of the Apostolic See. However, they could not refuse him as nobody had informed them, either officially or unofficially, about the alleged Visitor, nor were they informed that some Visitor wanted to talk with them. Another scandalous statement is that our guilt is allegedly proved. The proof is said to be the fact that we defended ourselves against the false accusations of the General Superior B. Koubetch OSBM and appealed to the Holy Father, then to the COCh and later on to the Apostolic Signatura as well.

According to + Raymond Leo Burke and + Frans Daneels, religious have no right to defend themselves against criminal accusations of their superiors! This is a glaring felonious denial of basic human rights. Moreover, it is trampling on God’s and the Church’s laws!

Your Holiness, we are calling to You for help and before the whole Church and before all Christians we protest against this criminal machinery inside the Catholic Church which liquidates all who still have a living faith in Jesus Christ and His Gospel.

It is a sign of a deep crisis in the Church that this liquidation is being done in the name of so-called obedience and performed by the highest Church officials by way of abuse and distortion of the canon law. And all that is done as if under the auspices of Your Holiness! This compromises both You and Your office of Vicar of Christ on earth.
Your Holiness, this concerns not only our brothers but also thousands of Christ’s little ones who are defenceless and who were and until this day are being spiritually and morally killed by the antichristian system working through those who abuse power in the Church! This is a question of the very being or not being of the substance of the Church.
Your Holiness, we are calling upon You to stop the criminal and deadly machinery which, sooner or later, will stand up against You too.

In Christ faithful and obedient to You,

members of the standing Bishops’ Synod of the UGCC:

+ Metoděj Špiřík OSBM
+ Markian Hitiuk OSBM

+ Eliáš Dohnal OSBM
+ Samuel R. Oberhauser 
Pidhirtsi, 3rd December 2008

P.S.: The concrete crimes of the COCh and now of the Apostolic Signatura as well are analyzed in more detail in the letter of Fr. Cyril Špiřík OSBM, dated 17th June 2007 (see www.community.org.ua).
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