Bishop Frederick about Focolare

I am sorry, dear Bishops, that in the letter N. 8 Focolare seems a sect to you. 

Perhaps there is a mistake in the understanding of Focolare spirituality. It is love and unity. 

It is better understood in our country which is multireligious. We have to love all. People of other faiths also are to be loved and take their deep desire for love. Deus Caritas est, et qui manet in Caritate manet in Deo et Deus in Eo. (“God is love, and he who abides in love abides in God, and God in him.”)
Bishop Frederick, Jhansi
Reply: 
Dear Brother Bishop,

thank You for sincere expression of Your attitude. We quote: “I am sorry, dear Bishops, that Focolare seems a sect to you.” 

We understand Your pain, but for us too it was painful to state this truth hidden for many people, that Focolare is a sect inside the Church.
We quote next: “... Focolare spirituality ... is love and unity.” 

Reply: This spirituality is not in Spirit and truth and therefore even the so-called “words of life” of the founder have nothing in common with true life of repentance and conversion. If first and foremost we do not witness to our Lord Jesus Christ in whom only is salvation and remission of sins, it is no true love. Martyrs and missionaries were true witnesses to Christ. This, unfortunately, cannot be said about Focolare. 

In Christ, 
the bishops of the UGCC

+ Samuel Oberhauser
+ Markian Hitiuk OSBM

+ Metoděj Špiřík OSBM

+ Eliáš Dohnal OSBM

Pidhirtsi, 21st June 2008
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