Bishop M. Koltun in Pidhirtsi

Cardinal Tarcisio Bertone 

State Secretary of Vatican

Your Eminence,

we would like to bring You objective information about the events of 30th March 2008. At about 10:30 am the diocesan bishop M. Koltun and his chancellor Fr. V. Kotkevych arrived at Pidhirtsi with a demand to read out the so-called pastoral letter of Card. L. Husar on illegal excommunication. 

The faithful did not let him in the church and made it manifest to him that they recognized us as their bishops and demanded that he should not make any illegitimate steps and not forestall the solution which lay solely within the competence of the Holy Father.

Evidently, Bishop M. Koltun had even engaged a provocateur and a cameraman. When the provocateur was about to fly at him, he gave a sign to the cameraman to shoot it. Thank God, the male believers present prevented that incident and the provocateur fled the place.

In a confrontation with the faithful the Bishop expressed himself: “I’ve never had Catholicism at heart.” This statement much offended the faithful and many commented on it with the words that they were thus no longer obliged to be subordinated to him as to a bishop, for he de facto revealed that he was a schismatic at heart. Some said: “So we could continue attending the Orthodox churches. Why actually is there the UGCC if the bishops have such attitude of mind?”
In the meantime the first episcopal liturgy of one of us took place and the next ones of the rest of us will take place this week, connected with the blessing bestowed on believers who travel here by buses from near and far.

For about two hours Bishop M. Koltun tried in some way to penetrate into the church among the believers and to read out the so-called pastoral letter. This letter is practically a public manifestation of a rebellion against the Holy Father. By this gesture Cardinal L. Husar as well as Bishop M. Koltun have already rejected the jurisdiction of the Holy Father! Thereby they de facto created a temporary personal diocese with the centre in Pidhirtsi, subordinated immediately to the Holy Father.

In the given situation there appear two optimum and real solutions:

1) The Holy Father will confirm de jure what there already exists de facto – a personal diocese.

2) The Holy Father will include us in the Synod of the UGCC.

What was the reaction to the so-called pastoral letter?

We do not have exact news, but we know that in the churches in Lvov this letter was not read out and similarly, it was not read out in Ivano-Frankivsk either. These two cities are the biggest centres of the UGCC. 

In the diocese of Bishop M. Koltun the priests were compelled to read out the letter. Some defended themselves – they either did not read the whole of it or omitted our names according to the proverb “the wolves are sated and the sheep intact”. 

So it all resulted in division and confrontation. The priests, for the time being, are waking up from a false notion of obedience and a sifting out of spirits begins. This requires certain time.

What influenced the fact that the pastoral letter was not read out in certain dioceses we do not know exactly – whether it was our request addressed to the Apostolic Nuncio or our letters to the deans and religious superiors...?

In these days (1st April,...) the bishops have gathered together, but without us, for “a spiritual recollection”. Let us hope that they will open themselves to the Holy Spirit and will act in obedience to the Holy Father at last.

In Christ, 
the bishops of UGCC

+ Markian V. Hitiuk OSBM

+ Samuel R. Oberhauser

+ Metoděj R. Špiřík OSBM

+ Eliáš A. Dohnal OSBM
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