Buddhism and so-called Christian zen
Letter to Cardinals and Bishops of the Catholic Church

Dear fathers of the Church, 
we present to You a view of a topical issue, namely of buddhism. Besides the Holy Father God has entrusted You as well with the responsibility for the Catholic Church. Therefore eternal life or eternal condemnation of millions must not be “all one” to You.

Zen buddhism originated in the 7th century. The Japan form of zen buddhism began to develop in the 12th and 13th cent. Martial arts such as judo, aikido and others stem from zen.

At the beginning of intensive meditation the disciples of zen face absurd riddles – koans. For example: “If we clap our hands, we can hear a single tone. What is the tone of one hand?” The purpose of zen is to remove normal and sound mind and human conscience – God’s voice in us. The whole system is founded on demonic pride and lie which abuses the corrupted human nature and develops what is negative in us – original sin. Through meditations the soul unites with this snake force – sin in us, and at the same time it unites with the false system of the world as well as with the ruler of this world – the devil (Jn 16:11; 14:30).

A German Jesuit Hugo Lassalle became a disciple of a master of zen in Japan. At the end of 1960s he started propagation of zen in the West. H. Lassalle influenced a Swiss Jesuit N. Brantschen, a Benedictine W. Jäger and a number of other religious. (In Slovakia, an advertising book on zen was written by Prof. J. Vrablec.)
In 2002 the Benedictine monk W. Jäger – a master of zen – was forbidden from propagating zen buddhism. Yet how many souls he has led astray through his books?! Who shall bring them back?

Buddhism and Christianity

They are divided by insuperable differences: Christianity believes in one God the Creator, who is a personal God. Christianity views man as a being that needs salvation and is incapable of self-salvation. Buddhism, on the contrary, does not believe in and does not worship God as the Creator or as personal God. It further claims that man can be saved with his own powers. This salvation it sees in so-called nirvana. But all this is a deceit. 

Jäger says about God that “God reveals Himself in the tree as a tree”. This is a nonsense. God never was and even is not a tree!

He next claims: “God reveals Himself in the animal as an animal.” This is another nonsense. Pagan idolatry worships animals as deities. However, the First Commandment forbids it: “You shall not make for yourself a carved image – any likeness of anything that is in heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth (sacred animals – cow, bull, snake, dragon...); you shall not bow down to them nor serve them.” (Deut 5:7-9)! Pagans do not serve God, but demons.
Jäger further says that God is “a symphony that sounds. The composer does not stand aside and conducts. He (God) sounds as this symphony. He is the music and all forms are mere notes.” Such statement about God is the heresy of pantheism which states that all is god, and the same absurdities are proclaimed by buddhism, too. 
Public apostates who support such statements are also the Jesuits Hugo Lassalle, Anthony de Mello, Pierre T. de Chardin, the priest T. Halík and others. They do not know the elementary alphabet of the Gospel. Through their heretical teaching thousands of souls are led into perdition. Regrettably, until this time the Benedictine Order, the Jesuit Superiors and Cardinal M. Vlk have not repented and have not publicly expelled these people from their order or diocese as apostates.
The Benedictine W. Jäger expands on his heresies: “Redemption is the knowledge that all is one!” So-called knowledge that “all is one” may originate only in the heads of those who lost the common sense of distinguishing between good and evil. Our reason is to serve us to seek the truth, to distinguish properly between good and evil, truth and lie and at the same time to perceive wisely different levels and laws in the sphere of matter, soul and spirit. A worker will e.g. work all month, and instead of paying him a just wage the employer will teach him a lesson: “This time you will get nothing. All is one.” If afterwards he struck his employer and in result the one would die, then it is all one, too? Before the court he would say: “I committed no evil. Through koan I experienced enlightenment, and therefore I tell you: ‘All is one!’” Such philosophy leads to a total disintegration of the individual as well as of the society, to the loss of common sense, and to the establishment of the law of the jungle and hell on earth. How can such absurdities be proclaimed by a Catholic monk and priest? 
What does redemption mean to a Christian? Jesus delivered us from sin and demonic powers: “God has delivered us from the power of darkness and conveyed us into the kingdom of the Son of His love, in whom we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins.” (Col 1:13-14) So it is God who has delivered – redeemed us, and not the false way of zen-buddhist meditations. In Him – that means in Christ – we have redemption and forgiveness of sins, and in noone and nothing else! Nirvana is a demonic deceit. Behind the false enlightenment in buddhism is the angel of light – Lucifer!!! The Holy Scripture calls him the devil.
God’s Word warns us and this warning refers to zen buddhism as well: “Beware lest anyone cheat you through philosophy and empty deceit, according to the tradition of men...” (Col 2:8)

Buddhism does not accept personal God the Creator and rejects Jesus as the Saviour. Through myths of karma, reincarnation and nirvana it releases man from moral responsibility and gives him false hope for other forms of life (animals, birds, reptiles, insects). However, after death man will take either eternal reward or eternal punishment. There will be no more chance of repentance or salvation there! A false myth is particularly the teaching about reincarnation which denies the fundamental truths of Christianity (personal God, Jesus as the Redeemer, immortal soul, heaven, hell, sin). 

Alfred Singer from the diocese of Würtzburg comments on the buddhist view of the Benedictine W. Jäger as follows: “Revelation no longer has historical place but takes place merely in human consciousness, in so-called (pseudo) mystical experience of the individual (...) In this conception the difference between man and God disappears, too.” This, however, is a big heresy of pantheism which makes no difference between creator and creation, between God and man!
The answers of Cardinal J. Ratzinger (the present Pope Benedict XVI)
An interview by Ignazio Artizzu “Una voce grida...” (No.9, March 1999)
The questions and answers concern magic and occultism. Since this sphere is closely connected with the spiritual substance of paganism, let us notice at least some of them.

St. Paul on Cyprus publicly calls the sorcerer Elymas the son of the devil. So can we safely claim that behind magic and the world of occultism is always the presence of the devil?

“Yes, I would say that without the devil... this world of magic and occultism would not be possible...” 

Is this condemnation by St. Paul the root of the Church’s condemnation of magic and occultism?

“Yes, it is... One cannot use these practices which are characteristic of pagan religions...”

What then is the danger for those who practise magic and occultism?

“... Let us admit that one joins a particular sect or magic group. One will become not only a slave of this group but also a slave of the reality which is behind this group, that is of reality which is really demonic. And one thus runs into a still greater self-destruction, worse than narcotics.”
Do you suppose that there is a deep bond between the spread of Oriental religions and the current explosion of occultism?

“Undoubtedly, there is a deep bond.”

Can “Christian yoga” exist?

“The risk is the fact that yoga will become an independent method of ‘salvation’ which lacks a true encounter of God and a human being. And in this case we already find ourselves in transcendence. The truth is that even in Christian prayer and contemplation the posture of body is important and renders the inward state, which is likewise expressed in the Liturgy. In yoga, however, the movements of body render a different inner content.”

Is it possible to draw a parallel between mantras and the Christian prayer?

“Mantras are a prayer turning not to God but to other deities, which are idols.”

Urs von Balthasar said about transcendental meditation that it is a betrayal of the relation to the Christian faith. Do you agree with it, too?

“Yes, I do.”

Spirituality and meditation
St. Francis Xavier after a three-day discussion (dialogue) with buddhist monks in Japan declared that discussion is absolutely ineffective, for behind them and behind this whole false system there are demons.
A pastor from Seoul in South Korea had similar experience in the present times: “The Japanese who wanted to receive the Lord Jesus were held by someone. However, when they boarded an aeroplane and left the territory of Japan, all who were in the plane opened themselves to the Spirit of God, received the Lord Jesus and many of them began right there to speak with new tongues.” This confirms the truth of the Scripture: “For we are fighting against the rulers of darkness in the spiritual world.” (cf. Eph 6:12)

The mission of St. Francis and of other missionaries was cruelly suppressed, many were tortured to death.

The substance of Christian contemplation is uniting with Christ, receiving not only His mind (Phil 2:5) but also His Spirit (Rom 8:9). That Jesus may live in us, we need again and again (cf. 2Cor 4:10f) to get separate from our sinful nature – the old self in us (cf. Rom 6:6; Gal 2:20). Buddhism and pagan meditations lead in the opposite direction: they open the soul to make it become an instrument of sin. The meditating person becomes a medium of demons. This way leads to eternal perdition. Catholic religious who promote this way of apostasy from Christ thus commit grave crimes and should be publicly punished. Unfortunately, the Church officials protect and defend these apostates and, on the other hand, they unjustly punish those who are orthodox. They dismiss these from religious orders and they would like best to expel them even from the Church. We have personal experience as to this. 

Buddhist mission
Martial arts:

Nowadays the mission of buddhism is most widely spread on the territory of the former Christian world. There is now not a single place where martial arts would not be advertised. These arts are far from common physical training, they are tied with buddhist meditations which lead Christians to apostasy from Christ.

The mass propagation started about 30 years ago through a systematic projection of films advertising martial arts. Almost each of these films inconspicuously pointed to the root of the extraordinary abilities. This root was a meditation through which the warrior was connected with spiritual energies – demonic entities.
Apart from films and literature advertising martial arts and buddhism there are exhibitions which likewise point to a spirituality. There was a shocking duel between a master of karate and a master of tai-chi in Ostrava (Czech Republic), in which the latter, without even touching the karateka, with a mere movement of his hand drew away his so-called “energy” and the one fell powerlessly to the ground. This, too, is an evident testimony that behind the martial arts there is a spirituality – demons.

Practices of divination and magic:

It is for example divination by so-called I Ching, Chinese horoscopes etc. Unfortunately, today even many Christians take these horoscopes seriously.
Magical healing:

Acupuncture, acupressure and Chinese massages stem from the teaching about so-called positive and negative energies, about yin and yang, about so-called meridians; all this is irrationality and false spirituality tied with meditations and thus with opening oneself to demons. Scientifically there have never been any meridians discovered. To the question why one acupuncturist is successful and the other not, a certain specialist replied: “One must do it the way it used to be done by the ‘Chinese masters’.” So there must be contact with spiritual world – with demons. 
Oriental massages are also tied with so-called energy canals (chakra) and with an occult theory of yin and yang. The client opens himself to unclean and occult spirits, and many times the negative effects become manifest only later. Example: A certain specialist in Oriental massages in Bratislava after attending an evangelistic seminar renounced these demons. Thereafter, he suffered from great pains. The spiritual battle lasted several days during which he was struggling between life and death, without doctors finding any syndrome of a concrete disease. 

Even homoeopathy, which nowadays is the widest spread occult medicine, has spiritual roots in Oriental magic.

Culture:

Bonsai is a type of garden decoration tied with so-called ancestor worship; it is believed that the spirits of deceased ancestors live in these bonsai. Another form is a so-called zen garden paved with little stones, where meditations are performed (e.g. the participants hold their hands and are to transmit a certain thought). 
Ikebana is Japan symbolic flower arrangement tied with Oriental spirituality. 

Chinese art – Chinese dragons, symbols of demons on Gobelins, on porcelain, tattoos of dragons and occult symbols on one’s body, meditation pictures, statuettes of Buddha, joss sticks, music and dance, tubular bells of Tibet, playing on Tibetan bowls tied with occult healing, Tibetan drums… Today all this becomes part of life of unconverted Christians.
Example: In Ostrava – Krnov (Czech Republic), the maternity hospital carries out charged courses for women before childbirth whereat they are taught mantras and various so-called relaxation techniques – drumming… which are supposed to make the birth easier, and the child is to be welcomed by “new” spiritual entities. A certain nurse expressed herself that nowadays the maternity hospital in Krnov reminds of a circus – the expectant mothers cry mantras and beat the pots and drums. Or rather it may be said that it reminds of a madhouse. 
It has likewise become fashionable instead of a common bell over the door (e.g. in shops) to use so-called Tibetan tubular bells.
Teahouses:

They may be found in almost every town. These teahouses are visited predominantly by intellectuals and by people inclining to Oriental pseudophilosophy. The atmosphere of the teahouse is to dispose people to open themselves to Oriental spirituality. One meets here with Oriental music, Oriental decoration, Oriental literature, pictures of different zen masters, esoteric aromas. A lot of the teas have a narcotic character and cause addiction. Tea drinking is tied with a kind of occult ceremony, or even with meditations. The teas have fitting names: e.g. Dragon’s Well…
Incapability of defence

The theologians are just bringing the Church’s conscience to sleep by false phrases. Religious, instead of performing a mission, are performing an antimission – they are opening the door into the Church for buddhism (e.g. Xavierians in Italy).The shepherds, instead of defending the flock, are silent. The example is the Czech Republic. The Catholic priest T. Halík is publicly promoting buddhism here; he boasts that he himself experienced an enlightenment through koan in a buddhist monastery in Japan. Cardinal M. Vlk entrusted him with the pastoral service among the academic youth in the whole nation. This remainder of the future Catholic intelligence will thus become buddhist on the pattern of their ideal T. Halík. 
Who in the Czech Republic bears responsibility for this crime against Christ and the Church? First of all Cardinal M. Vlk and the President of Episcopal conference Archbishop J. Graubner. Both are Focolarines.

All is one

The aim of buddhist enlightenment, whose absurd conclusion is that all is one, is to transform human mind. But it is a demonic deceit. 

If someone loves God with all his heart, it means that he spiritually enters death together with Jesus (2Cor 4:10f) and here seeks and fulfils God’s will, then it is really all one to him what people think about him. It is all one whether they celebrate him or spit at him. He loses everything for Christ’s sake (Mk 8:35). This is the true freedom of the children of God (Gal 3:26f).

However, to claim in the spirit of buddhism that all is one, i.e. good and evil, truth and lie, is a loss of common sense and conscience. It is a loss of eternal Love, that is of God the Creator and Father of all. It is also a loss of eternal life which is in Christ Jesus (cf. 1Jn 5:10-13).

Hell is a place for those who rejected Love and Truth and who believed the fundamental lie that all is one. Once their eyes are opened there, it will already be late. Therefore it is necessary to know that no karma, no reincarnation, no nirvana and no meditation will save them from the place of everlasting torment. They will get out of this sea of fire never more, we repeat, never more. Here those who had abandoned eternal Love and Truth – God – found their eternal lot; those who had abandoned eternal life which is in Christ Jesus. Here are those who rejected the cross – the sign of salvation – and received dragon and snake – the sign of eternal condemnation. These rejected the Lamb, Jesus, and received the demonic beast, which is behind buddhism, and his false prophet – Buddha. Buddha is nowadays represented above all by the Dalai Lama who considers himself God. 

Biblical view

Let us look at buddhism which is symbolized by the beast of prey (martial art) and by the dragon – the devil. “The beast I saw resembled a leopard... The dragon gave the beast his power and his throne and great authority... The whole world was astonished and followed the beast... The beast was given a mouth to utter proud words and blasphemies and to exercise his authority for forty-two months (i.e. 3,5 years). He opened his mouth to blaspheme God, and to slander His name... He was given power to make war against the saints and to conquer them.” (Rev 13:2-8) Today buddhism is the main spiritual force in the new antichristian religion and system of New Age. “A third angel followed them and said in a loud voice: ‘If anyone worships the beast and his image, and receives his mark on the forehead or on the hand ... will be tormented with fire and brimstone... And the smoke of their torment rises forever and ever.’” (Rev 14:9-11) “And I saw something like a sea of glass mingled with fire, and, standing beside the sea, those who had been victorious over the beast and his image and his mark and over the number of his name.” (Rev 15:2) “And I saw the beast, the kings of the earth, and their armies... Then the beast and with him the false prophet were thrown alive into the fiery lake of brimstone.” (Rev 19:19-20) “And I saw an angel coming down out of heaven, having the key to the Abyss and holding in his hand a great chain. He seized the dragon, that ancient serpent, who is the Devil, or Satan... Then I saw the souls of those who had been beheaded because of their testimony for Jesus and because of the word of God. They had not worshipped the beast or his image and had not received his mark on their foreheads or on their hands. They came to life and reigned with Christ...” (Rev 20:1-4)
A buddhist rose from the dead to preach the Gospel
In 1998 a buddhist monk, who belonged to the Burmese ethnical majority, died. A few days later a ceremony took place in which his body was to be cremated in the traditional way. His body was already stiff, with obvious signs of a beginning decay. He was undoubtedly dead!

Hundreds of his monkish colleagues and his relatives gathered to participate in the ceremony. In the moment when the dead body was to be cremated, the monk suddenly sat up and started to shout. He shouted at the alarmed funeral guests: “Everything is a lie! Everything is a lie! We were telling lies! I saw our forefathers, they are burning, they are tormented in the lake of fire! I saw Buddha and all renowned buddhist teachers there! They were all in the lake of fire!”

The monk started to urge them: “You have to listen to Christians! Christians are the only ones who know the Truth!”

No wonder that this event shocked the whole territory. More than 300 buddhist monks became Christians and began to receive the Christian teaching. The resurrected man continued urging the people that they should believe in Jesus Christ because He is the only and true God. 

The monk’s testimony was recorded on cassettes and distributed among the inhabitants of Myanmar. However, the monk very soon attracted to himself the attention of buddhist hierarchy and was arrested by governmental bodies. Since that time noone has heard about him. In all probability, he was killed and thus silenced. Listening to the record of the monk’s testimony became a serious trespass and the state bodies are seeking to blot it out.  (Acc. to foreign sources amo@xc.org)

This testimony is authentic (historical); however, even if this event was not historical, it is, at any rate, ontological (i.e. it expresses the substance of the problem) – it expresses the truth about those who are in hell. There are those there who experienced false enlightenment and who believed the lie that all is one. 
Conclusion 

Dear fathers of the Church, we have presented to You a view of a topical issue, namely of buddhism. God gives You along with the Holy Father the responsibility for the Catholic Church. Therefore eternal life or eternal condemnation of millions must not be “all one” to You. 

If it is all one to You, then You will soon hear Christ’s just judgement with eternal consequences. 

In Christ,

Fr. Eliáš A. Dohnal ThD. OSBM 
Fr. Cyril J. Špiřík ThD. Ing. OSBM

Fr. Markian V. Hitiuk ThLic. OSBM 
Fr. Metoděj R. Špiřík ThD. OSBM

Pidhirtsi 21st November 2007
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