A call to all religious for a true reform

We live in times when one is casting doubt upon the essential truths of faith and upon basic moral values. We are exposed to pressures of neopaganism. The crisis of identity of clerical and religious life is caused first of all by historic-critical theology (method) and by so-called respect for other religions. The majority of religious have abandoned the first love to the Lord Jesus (Rev 2:4) which stands on two pillars, namely – on the contemplation of last things (death, judgement, eternity) and on the conversion from the spirit of the world, the receiving of the Spirit of Christ and the following of Him in everyday life. Instead of this sound basis the religious have uncritically opened themselves to various oriental meditations and modern psychologies. 

The substance of repentance is to break up with the spirit of this world and open fully to the Spirit of God. Without the spirit of repentance, spirit of prayer and truth there will be no change. 

The question of superiors

The majority of superiors have received the spirit of this world (historic-critical theology – HCT, occultism, modern psychologies) and are not able to bring in the necessary reform. That is why those who are earnestly calling for a reform are being isolated and punished by them! Experience testified through several centuries shows that a true reform of religious order is very difficult and is connected with a big resistance from the side of the religious themselves. St. Alphons, the founder of Redemptorists, was dismissed from his own Order; as for St. Benedict, the founder of OSB, his religious brothers attempted to poison him; St. John of the Cross was kept by the Carmelites in prison for nine months and scourged by them every Friday. 

As for us, due to our endeavour after internal reform we were ungroundedly liquidated (29 religious vocations, students of theology, novices, postulants, 5 priests with temporary vows and the five of us – priests with perpetual vows). We who had perpetual vows were the only who had a right to appeal against a concrete artificial process set up against us. All this is described not only in the documents we sent to the Congregation for the Oriental Churches and to the Apostolic Signatura, but also in the letters “Abuse of obedience and authority” from 22nd February 2005 and “Replies to visitation” from 14th October 2004. 

In 1946-1990 the communist dictatorship liquidated the Greek-Catholic Church in Ukraine. For 40 years this Church practically lived in catacombs. When in 1990 she was set free, immediately the positions of power within were seized by people from the West with the spirit of the world (Fr. I. Datsko, USA; sr. Dia Stasiuk, USA; Fr. L. Husar, USA; Fr. H. Lonchyna, USA; Fr. B. Gudziak, USA). This policy put through by Card. A. Sodano led and leads to an internal crisis of this martyrish Church. Endeavouring after the revival of the Church and after the revival of religious orders, as well as fighting for the purity of faith and morals means standing up against this hierarchical structure which has by now penetrated the lifeway and thinking of the religious in Ukraine. We have pointed at the need of a reform of religious spirit and life, which would be shielded by visitators appointed by the Holy Father. The reaction to it was that the leadership of UGCC established new office, so-called exarchate for religious, where this liberal spirit is sheltered by Bishop H. Lonchyna who partakes of the Church power with the people who came to Ukraine from USA. So a new function represents the old system. The hierarchy group, which nowadays holds power in UGCC, sees the vision of reform in schism and in introduction of the modernest psychologies tied with occult practices into the religious life (enforcement of homoeopathy).

Without a radical intervention of the Holy Father in the whole ruling system, best in such a way that he will appoint, even against the big resistance of this hierarchical structure, 2-3 bishops as apostolic visitators who would take charge of the reform in seminaries and religious institutes, the process of internal decay will not be stopped any more! These antichristian structures of power soaked with the spirit of the world were enforced in UGCC in Ukraine by Card. A. Soda-no counter to CCEO as well as counter to the protest of three metropolitans (see the testimony in the autobiographical book of Metropolitan S. Sulyk).

The essence and aim of the reform

There must be a concrete, life-tried revival programme so that it might be transplanted. It must bear a sound spirit which is in compliance with the spirit of the Gospel. The centre of the reform must be a personal conversion to Christ and practical principles how to live the life of faith in the concrete, so that every religious could indeed be “alter Christos”. 

Model of the reform of the OSBM Order in Ukraine 

From history: the so-called reform of Dobromil lasted from 1882 to 1904. The last monasteries were handed over to the reformed ones in 1911. 

In 1772 before the “Josephian Enlightenment reform” (contemporary liberalism and relativism) the Basilian Order had 155 monasteries and 1235 religious. By the year 1882 there remained 14 monasteries and 40 priests, out of which 20 were in four larger monasteries and the remaining 20 in ten smaller ones. The sorrowful state was described on 20th February 1880 by Fr. I. Dolnytskyi, the spiritual director of the seminary in Lviv: “Basilians do not want and do not know how to help themselves – they are of no profit to the eparchy!” On 25th December 1881 Fr. K. Sarnitskyi, the Provincial Superior, sent a model of reform to the Pope Leo XIII. Leo XIII. published an apostolic letter “Singulare Praesidium” dated 12th April 1882. This included the basic programme and the reform was to be carried out by two fathers from another order.  

In 1884 2000 demonstrants stood up against the reform. However, the protests were not directed against the reform itself but against the fact that it was performed by Jesuits and Poles. Franz Joseph reminded several times that for national reasons the reform should not be performed by Poles. But because no acceptable person was to be found for the accomplishment of the reform, finally all the same it had to be taken up by two Polish Jesuits. They both earnestly did their best in order not to polonize or latinize their charges. So two people only realized the reform of OSBM!

We were repeatedly calling the attention of the OSBM leadership to the inevitable need of a reform for the present times. On 25th January 2006 we wrote a project of reform and proposed concrete steps. Until this day we have received no response to this request. 

We brought forward the following concrete proposal: 

1) Pontifical visitation of the OSBM Order in Ukraine, yet by such people who are able to see the substance and have the same spirit as the Pope Benedict XVI., not by such who have an opposite spirit and act in Нis name (Congregation for the Oriental Churches). 

2) To put the beginning theological school in Bryukhovychi, which has been in operation for only three and a half years, at a disposal of reform, so that we could work here as teachers and educators and that we could choose co-workers for a sound spiritual Greek-Catholic and theological formation.  

3) An appeal to the Holy Father for securing such conditions for us that the OSBM superiors could not obstruct this religious reform. 

4) To provide for theological formation in the spirit of the theology of Pope Benedict XVI. (and of the Catechism of the Catholic Church redacted by him) and spiritual formation in the spirit of St. Basil the Great and in the spirit of Greek-Catholic identity. 

5) Enabling us (four fathers ThD., one ThLic.; age 37-60) to take charge of the reform.  

If this reform is started early, it might bring a great blessing not only for the Greek-Catholic Church in Ukraine, but supposing that it bears fruits worthy of repentance and earnest life, then it can be a model towards the reform of other orders even in the Latin Church. 

As a response to the need of a reform the OSBM leadership (Fr. B. Koubetch, Fr. H. Hrynkiv) constructed a deterrent process (viz www.community.org.ua). We, the members with perpetual vows, were permitted neither exclaustration nor a transfer to a monastery sui juris subordinated to the diocesan bishop who had received us (H.E. Bishop P. Vasylyk). The OSBM Provincial Superior H. Hrynkiv joined with Cardinal L. Husar and they used a dishonest manner – they turned to state authorities with a secret document № 399/2003 dated 6th August 2004 by help of which we were to be liquidated. It may be expected that within short time the Provincial Superior H. Hrynkiv will be rewarded with episcopal consecration even for such a thing. 

Regarding the proceeding of the OSBM leadership, one can say: “You neither enter (the kingdom of God) yourselves, nor allow those who are entering to go in.” (Mt 23:13)

In the whole Church there is now an inevitable need, namely the reform of religious (monastic) life which necessitates a change of spirit and adoption of Gospel forms. If this reform or revival affects the religious and the smeinaries with theological schools, there is a hope that the Church will adequately stand up against the pressure of the spirit of this world. This spirit is destroying the foundations of faith and causes a mass apostasy, internal decay and leads to an unsolvable collapse. Introduction of euthanasia, legalization of abortions and homosexual marriages, the issue of microchips implanted in forehead and hands, problem of drugs, sects and various dependences are realities which the Church must deal with. Therefore we need holy and brave priests, religious men and women as an example of following Christ, as true witnesses – martyres who by the example of hundreds of thousands of martyrs will be willing to sacrifice even their lives so as they would not betray their Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ: that is why a reform is needed!!!

Necessary conditions towards the reform (Summary) 

1. Protection by the Holy Father, by the Nuncio and by the Visitators.

2. Detachment of a monastery and its direct subordination to the Holy Father 

3. The only novitiate will be in this reformed monastery. 

4. The reform programme must involve as its main center – personal conversion, personal relation to Christ and following of Christ.

In Christ,

Fr. Metoděj R. Špiřík ThD. OSBM

Fr. Cyril J. Špiřík Ing. ThD. OSBM

Fr. Markian V. Hitiuk ThLic. OSBM

Fr. Eliáš A. Dohnal ThD. OSBM

Fr. Roman V. Šelepko ThLic. OSBM

In Pidhirtsi, October 21, 2006

Address: Monastery OSBM, 80660 Pidhirtsi, Brody district, Lviv region, Ukraine 

Copies: 

1. His Holiness Benedict XVI.

2. Cardinals and Bishops of the Catholic Church

3. Congregation for Religious
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