Canonization of John Paul II

To Cardinals and Bishops of the Catholic Church

News from the Catholic press: “In record time the Roman diocese finished the preparation of the first stage of canonization of the deceased Pope John Paul II by a ceremony in the Lateran Basilica (April 2, 2007). Cardinal S. Dziwisz expressed himself that he wishes the process to be carried out properly, without any pressure.” The news further states that “the Pope Benedict XVI agreed with the inauguration of the beatification cause without the expiry of the usual term of five years since the death of the concerned”. 

We, the Greek-Catholic monks of the Pidhirtsi monastery (Ukraine), sincerely declare and confess before God and before the whole Church that we believe in the infallibility of the Pope in the questions of faith and morals when he is speaking “ex cathedra”. Next we confess that we believe in the primacy, which means that the Pope is the successor to Peter the Apostle and the visible Vicar of Christ on earth. The primacy and infallibility, however, do not mean that in his personal life the Pope cannot commit errors and consciously or unconsciously betray his Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ (see Apostle Peter – Mt 27:69f; Gal 2:11f). We confess, too, that we revere the Pope John Paul II for all the good that he endeavoured to do for the sake of the Church and of mankind (he struggled against abortions, was engaged in favour of peace and justice, defended the Christian morals and ethics, apologized for the errors and miscarriages of the Church as well as of his predecessors in history, endeavoured after the unity of Christians and gave an example of devotion to the Virgin Mary). 

Nevertheless, with pain we are also obliged for the good of the Church, for the defence of the Gospel and for the salvation of millions of immortal souls to point truly to his personal errors. Since they concerned the most fundamental pillars of our faith and our salvation, they put not only Christians but even pagans to confusion. So they have an enormous impact considering the supreme authority of the Shepherd of the Church which John Paul II held. We are persuaded that the Pope John Paul II did not do so with evil intent and we believe that the Holy Virgin, whom he honoured, obtained for him in the hour of death perfect contrition and then eternal life in heaven. 

Supposing that John Paul II would be canonized without an official pronouncement of the Church’s attitude towards some negative gestures of his, many will plead this canonization by explaining that all that he was doing is approved as the infallible teaching of the Church. Can thus the Church in the person of Benedict XVI approve by this canonization the errors of John Paul II which lead to her internal decay, to syncretism and to opening herself to the spirit of the New Age (to the spirit of antichrist)? 
During the pontificate of John Paul II (1978-2005) the Church underwent the greatest apostasy from the Catholic teaching. Unfortunately, he never made any heroic pronouncement to defend the roots of the faith against heresies and against the spirit of the world, as it was done e.g. by St. Pius X. 

John Paul II is reputable for his missionary travels all over the world. If we look at these journeys at a distance by the criterion of preaching the Gospel in power, we have to state that with regard to the opportunities they afforded they brought minimal benefit. They rarely brought on big conversions accompanied with miracles, as it is seen during the travels of many great missionaries. What a mass evangelization and reevangelization there would be if the Holy Father had taken along a God’s preacher full of the Holy Spirit, similar e.g. to the Protestant evangelist R. Bonnke. This preacher chosen by him could in the power of the Holy Spirit have witnessed to Jesus, to the need of conversion and to the essential truths of faith. The Pope would then at the conclusion have only said a few cordial sentences and shortly prayed for the sick and for the possessed with evil spirits. Thousands of people would have been healed and tens of thousands delivered from evil spirits. The Church would have celebrated her spiritual resurrection. 

The Polish pressure towards canonization

Cardinal S. Dziwisz expressed himself that he wishes “the process to be carried out properly, without any pressure”. We can understand the Poles that they take a big interest in the beatification and canonization of the deceased Pope John Paul II. The Polish Church is closely tied with nationality. The Poles as a nation need a certain ideal of building up their national identity. As a means to achieve this aim should serve them the enforcement of canonization of their native, so that even after death his life will thereby be immortalized as a model to follow all over the world. We as Slavs close to the Polish nation wish them sincerely that they may have great saints and national personalities; however, the canonization of John Paul II concerns the whole Church and not only the Polish nation. The presence of a high number of Polish prelates in the Vatican dicasteries does not allow an objective view of the personality of John Paul II. Their pressure even in spite of serious objections is hard to resist. 

Personal errors of John Paul II

Beside much good which he did for the Church’s and the world’s sake, John Paul II committed a lot of errors, too: 
1) a syncretistic gesture of Assisi 1986, 2002; 
2) a gesture of friendship expressing unity with the Dalai Lama who makes himself god and equal to Christ; 
3) silence on historic-critical theology (HCT) which destroys the belief in God’s Word and the fundamental truths of Christianity; 
4) silence on sins against the first commandment (occultism and idolatry); 
5) a bad personal example by using homoeopathic medicine, by measuring so-called geopathogenic zones in his apartment by help of dowsing rod – this information was publicly brought by the massmedia; 
6) opening himself for and propagating philosophical streams which in their consequence deny the biblical faith 
…

National element among the Polish clergy and prelates prevails over the true criterion of holiness whose model of following of Christ every Christian nowadays needs to have before his eyes. Unfortunately, the life of John Paul II during his pontificate of 27 years is not a testimony of heroic holiness and heroic faith resisting the pressures of the world in a time of mass apostasy from Christ and from the Church. On the contrary, he opened the Church to the spirit of the world and has on his conscience a catastrophical state of the Church, especially due to the fact that in 1986 he made a gesture which scandalized and confused the whole Christian world, not only the genuine Catholics but even the Protestants and the Orthodox. That was a scandal. And the worst thing is that from the moment of this scandal until his death he was challenged many times to make an apology or to give an explanation of this syncretistic gesture. However, up to his death he refused to do so, which is a big offence for the whole Catholic Church and for all Christians all over the world. During his pontificate the Church got into the deepest internal crisis and darkness throughout her two-millenium existence and saw the greatest apostasy from the Catholic Church. To almost all key posts in the Church he approved the installation of prelates with the spirit of the world and apostasy who then created an antipapal system (see Card. Sodano). 

The advancement of the canonization cause is not based on his heroic virtues of imitation of Christ nor on a high number of miracles owing to his faith, but above all on his public popularity; this, however, is not the measure of holiness. This pressure to hasten the canonization has a concrete reason. Contemporary Christianity is going through a big internal as well as external crisis. To the forefront of the Church came a spirit which is de facto enforcing the apostasy from Christ and from His teaching. This spirit is contrary to the spirit of the apostles and of the early Church. Today this different spirit is in essence liquidating the last remains of biblical faith. It needs its external symbols and idols, as is the way in the world (an idol of the youth is e.g. rock singers). The spirit of the New Age (spirit of antichrist) needs to canonize the gesture of Assisi, so that through this “Trojan horse” it may accomplish its plan of mergence of the Church with paganism. John Paul II and his policy of humanism, peace and dialogue with pagan religions is not only an acceptable but a downright desirable symbol of the worldwide antichristian religion of the New Age. 

Canonization cause and a single miracle

Vatican, April 2, 2007 announced that “the diocesan phase of the beatification of John Paul II has been closed” and that “this ceremony in the Lateran Basilica was attended also by a French religious sister Marie Simon Pierre who according to her own words was cured of Parkinson’s disease allegedly owing to the intercession of the deceased Pope”.
One miracle is too little to claim that it could not have been a chance. Every believing Christian, provided that he or she counts on God in earnest, has experience of several miracles through his/her life, and he/she does not have to be a holy man or woman. This may be confirmed by every deeply believing priest and by every common believing woman. Considering that in every liturgy the whole Catholic Church prays for the Pope and he is known all over the world, then one miracle, and that even with certain doubt, is absolutely insufficient for God’s confirmation of his alleged saintliness. 

The question of miraculous recovery of the French religious sister

1) Is the recovery permanent?

2) Is the recovery natural, or supernatural?

3) If the recovery is not natural, it is necessary to examine whether the sister did not undergo healing by various healers. Today this occult healing is practised even by some priests or religious (e.g. a priest of charismatic movement Fr. P. Madre from the Community of Beatitudes /France/ who beside the charismatic practices and prayer uses also homoeopathy and acupuncture! Through this community this practice has been introduced even in Medugorje /application of homoeopathy to narcotists/). In case the sister was also healed by these practices (so-called healing by biomagnetism, energies, acupuncture, or similar methods), then it was neither God nor the intercession of John Paul II that healed her, but a demon, and that only for a certain period of time or he just re-moved the disease which will later appear in another form.

4) If she was really cured by God and it is a God’s miracle, it still does not mean that this happened through the intercession of the deceased Pope. It could have happened through her personal faith or through the faith of her sisters.

The problem of Parkinson’s disease with John Paul II

Every exorcist or the one who has experience of spiritual battle knows that with people who consciously opened themselves to various forms of occultism there emerges a kind of demonic influence or even possession. With people who unconsciously opened themselves to occult practices, or to demons present in pagan religions, there often emerge various diseases (often even psychical ones). The root of this disease is this negative spirituality and that is why these diseases practically cannot be healed naturally by scientific medicine. As we know from the massmedia, John Paul II: 
1) used homoeopathic medicine whose effect is based on magic;

2) allowed his apartment to be measured with a dowsing rod, which is a sin of divination (Hos 4:12);

3) opened himself to demons which are behind the so-called “his holiness” Dalai Lama who considers himself reincarnated god and from whom he received a wreath of friendship which, however, is a pagan religious symbol and has magical (demonic) effects;

4) meditated with buddhists, hinduists, shamans, animists who do not pray to God the Father but to demons. The Apostle Paul writes clearly: “Pagans do not worship God but demons.” (1Cor 10:20)

For these reasons Parkinson’s disease of John Paul II with its outward humiliatory signs as e.g. salivation, making unnatural gestures… in all probability was not the will of God and a cross given by God – as it was with other saints – but it was a visible sign by God to the whole world – this is the consequence of opening oneself to false spirituality and of setting a bad example to the whole Christian world. Therefore the recovery of the French religious sister from Parkinson’s disease can hardly be ascribed to the intercession of John Paul II.

These above-mentioned facts deeply pained and hurt us for several years; we were publicly silent paying regard to the papal authority, but personally we were sending precatory letters calling him to break with this negative spirituality. However, now when the canonization of this Pope is going to be abused by the enemies of the Church and of Christ towards an official approval of occultism and syncretism in the Church, we are forced to bear this testimony before God and before the whole Church defending thereby God’s laws and the elementary truths of faith.

Nostra aetate and the fruit of the syncretistic gesture in Assisi

Why did John Paul II make the syncretistic gesture in Assisi which had such a far-reaching impact upon the life of Christians? It happened under the spiritual pressure of a wrong interpretation of the Nostra aetate declaration of the Second Vatican Council. This declaration is cunningly and demagogically misused by the enemies of Christ inside the Church. From the very first year of study the theological faculties all over the world hammer into the heads of seminarists and priests so-called respect for other religions and the gesture of Assisi. Students of theology do not have a thorough knowledge of the Word of God, they do not know the Tradition of the Church, they do not know apologia and are not strengthened in the essential truths concerning biblical and Catholic teaching. They do not know the essential documents of the Second Vatican Council, yet what is emphasized to them all the time is a half of one sentence from the Nostra aetate declaration on some respect for pagan religions and the gesture of John Paul II in Assisi. These seminarists and priests do not know at all the substance of the particular pagan religions (buddhism, hinduism). And that is why they do not know either that these systems erode elementary natural knowledge of God, blunt human conscience, destroy natural faith in one God the Creator and are integrally connected with magic and occultism which open the human soul to demonic influence (see Four Words from Ukraine, www. community. org.ua).
Deterrent examples

A pagan ritual in Fatima took place on 5th May 2004 with an approval of the Bishop of Fatima and of the local parish priest Guerra… The Bishop of Fatima’s approach to the problem was: “We do not want to be fundamentalists!” And in proof of his words he let himself be decorated with a Hindu shawl with citations from the Hindu “sacred book” Bhagavadgita. He justified it by the wrong interpretation of the Second Vatican Council and by the gesture of John Paul II in Assisi. 

Xavierian fathers, the spiritual sons of St. Francis Xavier, brought to Italy buddhist monks from Tibet. In Italy they then established eight centres where together with the buddhist monks they are doing recollections for all age categories, but predominantly for youth. They likewise refer to the gesture of Assisi.

The apostate Prof. T. Halík in his church of the Most Holy Saviour, which is a pastoral centre for the youth in CR (Prague), every Tuesday evening performs in the crypt buddhist meditations for the public. This takes place with tacit consent and blessing of Card. M. Vlk. Prof. T. Halík claims that he is a Catholic but at the same time a buddhist and he adverts to Nostra aetate and to the gesture of John Paul II in Assisi.

In the Cathedral of St. Vitus in Prague there is a magic stone bearing a tablet with the hand-print of so-called “his holiness” Dalai Lama who considers himself a reincarnated god, equal to Christ. In this Cathedral there is probably the greatest number of relics of saints after Rome (there is e.g. the skull of St. Luke, relics of other saint apostles, the skull of St. Basil, relics of many martyrs and saints). This magic stone with the hand-print of the Dalai Lama spiritually desecrates this Christian sanctuary and is an offence and profanation of the apostles and martyrs. Direct responsibility for this abomination before the Lord falls upon the Focolarine Card. M. Vlk. The presence of this idolatrous object is justified by the gesture of Assisi.

In Warsaw, too, on the pattern of Assisi there was an idolatric profanation seen. In the church of the Holy Spirit a common meditation of Christians with buddhists took place. They put a statuette of Buddha upon the altar and rendered it divine worship by incensing it. To the people, who were scandalized by this gesture, they explained it as following the example of John Paul II in Assisi. The professor of dogmatic theology at PWT in Warsaw recounted it to the students of theology. He admitted that at first he was quite scandalized by it, but then he added ironically that “now when the faith of us theologians has already ‘matured’, one has to see therein new perspectives” (mass apostasies to idolatry).

In Kolín (CR) Carmelite sisters along with Jesuite fathers are performing a spiritual exercise Sadhana (a way to god) which is based on the syncretism of apostatized Jesuite A. de Mello. They likewise refer to the gesture of Assisi.

Similarly in all countries there are Catholic-buddhist centres being established which lead to practical syncretism and apostasy through opening oneself to hinduist or buddhist meditative techniques and to pagan spirituality which is inseparably connected with it. All of them, however, are adverting to Nostra aetate and to the gesture in Assisi.

In 2001 we performed a recollection for the students of the Ukrainian Catholic University in Lviv. We said clearly that who opened him/herself through buddhist and hinduist meditations to the spirit of paganism, the one has to renounce it. We were publicly opposed by the spiritual director and professor of ecclesiology I.P. He referred to the gesture of Assisi. 
Nostra aetate and Assisi completely paralyzed the defence system of the Church against paganism and spirit of the New Age. 

In consequence of these confusions the Christian youth succumbs to the invasion of oriental martial arts and of the spirituality connected with them. Young Christians have adopted the philosophy of chacras, energies, reincarnation, vegetarianism and meditative practices connected with mantras (i.e. invoking demons) and the like. All of them are appealing to Nostra aetate and to Assisi.

John Paul II often met with problematic personalities, too. Since as a rule there did not follow any commentary or explanation of the reason of the meeting from the part of the Apostolic See, the result was a disorientation of the public opinion. Or these personalities even abused his humane gesture for the propagation of their antichristian and amoral interests. 
Who is the Dalai Lama?

He is primarily neither a political leader nor a private person, but a representative of pagan lamaism. He is considered and he considers himself a reincarnated god equal to Christ. He is not aiming at peace but at the mission of this paganism above all in Europe. To him can be related this God’s Word: “Many deceivers have gone out into the world, who do not confess Jesus Christ as coming in the flesh; such a one is the deceiver and the antichrist… If anyone comes to you and does not bring this doctrine (biblical), do not receive him into your house nor greet him. For he who greets him shares in his evil deeds.” (2Jn 7-11) John Paul II publicly embraced him. This gesture is of big significance. When the Apostle Paul met with the Apostle Peter, Peter gave him the right hand as a sign of unity of faith and common teaching (Gal 2:9; Acts 15:33). The fact that John Paul II received a wreath of friendship from the Dalai Lama confuses the Christians because they understand this gesture in such a way that the Holy Father acknowledged the teaching, which the Dalai Lama represents, as equivalent to Christianity. That means that buddhists and pagans do not need to receive Christ any more and that the mission is unnecessary, and even undesirable. On the pattern of John Paul II the wreath of friendship was received also by Card. F. Tomášek in Prague, by Card. J. Glemp in Warsaw and by other prelates of the Church. They were followed even by the representatives of states – President V. Havel, President L. Walesa etc. This gesture, however, means a betrayal of Christ. By receiving the wreath or shawl of “friendship” from the Dalai Lama, the person concerned (head of the Church or state) along with his territory or nation gets under the magic influence of paganism. In the recent time the fruit of this idolatry has been a mass apostasy of Europe from Christ and the enforcement of unnatural laws (registered partnership of homosexuals, euthanasia, abortions). 

The punishment for idolatry is a darkening of one’s mind and opening oneself to homosexuality (Rom 1:18-32).

The Focolare movement adverts to Nostra aetate and to Assisi and brings into the Church this spirit of syncretism as its main programme under the motto of love and unity with the world and with pagan religions. The movement has 300 bishops and more than 10 cardinals. This movement presents itself as a new model of the future (apostatic) Church.

Wherein did Nostra aetate and Assisi violate the substance of Christianity?
The substance of Christianity consists in the fact that the Son of God Jesus Christ came to the world and became Man in order to save the mankind and deliver it from the power of the devil. The condition of salvation for man is the belief in Jesus: “If you do not believe that I am (God and Saviour), you will die in your sins” (Jn 8:24). The Lord Jesus gave clear conditions of salvation, namely the belief in His Divinity connected with repentance (see Jn 1:12; 3:5; 3:18-19; 3:36; 8:24; 16:9; 17:3; 20:31). For the sake of this testimony and for our salvation He died on the cross and on the third day He rose again from the dead. Before His Ascension He commissioned the Apostles and said to them: “Go into all the world and preach the Gospel to every creature. He who believes and is baptized will be saved, but he who does not believe will be condemned” (Mk 16:15-16; Mt 28:18-20). For everyone who is of the truth hears His voice! (cf. Jn 18:37) The Apostles went and bore testimony to it and for the sake of this testimony they sacrificed even their lives. The Apostle Paul confessed that the Lord Jesus sent him “to open the eyes of Gentiles, that they may turn from darkness to light and from the power of Satan to God” (Acts 26:18). The Scripture says: “For all the gods of the peoples are idols” (1Chron 16:26; Ps 96:5). St. Paul was aware that pagan religious systems are a hindrance to salvation and that they open man to demons: “What pagans sacrifice they offer to demons and not to God. I do not want you to have fellowship with demons. You cannot drink the cup of the Lord and the cup of demons; you cannot partake of the Lord’s table and of the table of demons” (1Cor 10:20-21). The following texts of the Scripture explicitly witness to that which is necessary for salvation – receiving Christ and renouncing paganism (Gal 2:12-13; Eph 4:17-18; Rom 10:9-10; 2Cor 5:20; 6:14-16). “He who has the Son has life; he who does not have the Son of God does not have life” (1Jn 5:12-13). Those who did not have an opportunity to meet with the Gospel and to believe in Christ have to believe in one God the Creator in order to be saved: “Without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must believe that He is, and that He rewards those who seek Him” (Hebr 11:6; cf. Letter of the Holy Office to Card. Cushing). Through the wrong interpretation of Nostra aetate and through the syncretistic gesture of John Paul II in Assisi the Church has lost the most essential prophetical task which is to bear witness to the world that the salvation is only in Jesus Christ. According to the new antibiblical teaching Christ is a liar, He suffered unnecessarily and He died unnecessarily for our sins and the Apostles are false witnesses, the mission therefore practically lost its sense, martyrdom was then a mistake and the Church has been mistaken for 2000 years.

Historic-critical theology (HCT) made God’s Word and the faith in Christ into a myth and that resulted in a spiritual vacuum. Nostra aetate and the gesture of Assisi opened the door into this paralyzed Church for the antichristian spirit and for the globalizing religion of the New Age. But this is a way of apostasy leading to eternal condemnation. Therefore the gesture of Assisi must be publicly repented of and can by no means be canonized by the Church.

In Christ,

Fr. Eliáš A. Dohnal ThD. OSBM

Fr. Cyril J. Špiřík ThD. OSBM

Fr. Markian V. Hitiuk ThLic. OSBM

Fr. Metoděj R. Špiřík ThD. OSBM
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