His Holiness
Benedict XVI

Supreme Pontiff

Your Holiness,

we, monks and bishops devoted to You, are turning to You as to our highest superior and the Vicar of Christ on earth and ask for a just treatment of an extraordinarily serious situation. 

Card. L. Husar, Head of the UGCC, whom we have publicly convicted of heretical teaching and apostasy (see our last letters on www.community.org.ua), has instead of repentance illegally turned to the supreme state authorities of Ukraine and demanded our deportation from Ukraine. He thereby violated the freedom of religion and conscience and abused his authority. Card. Husar blackens us for causing a schism in the UGCC; however, we are in fact endeavouring after an internal renewal in the UGCC and for a change of substance and spirit in the leadership. Our desire is that instead of the spirit of intrigues, corruption and practical unbelief leading to the self-destruction of our Church, our Church could open herself to the spirit of truth and Spirit of Christ. This will bring an internal renewal of our Church as well as of whole Christianity in Ukraine. And this is the spiritual resurrection, this is the true spiritual and moral good for Ukraine. 

Card. L. Husar, however, resists this change of spirit and the resurrection in the UGCC because he has fully opened himself to the spirit of lie and death. In reality it is not us but him who causes a schism inside the Church. When on this basis he unjustifiedly demands our deportation, he thus creates an international scandal whereinto he draws the state organs so that these bear the responsibility for this lawlessness instead of him. These organs now ask the Vatican for its statement. Card. Husar has his people in the Vatican who are already engaged in his illegal efforts at our deportation, like e.g. Card. L. Sandri from the Congregation for the Oriental Churches, who acts in the name of the Pope, and others. If we are guilty in ecclesiastical aspect, Card. L. Husar ought to claim an ecclesiastical trial and canonical punishments and not state ones. These two aspects are different and there is religious freedom in Ukraine. Because Card. L. Husar is aware that it is him who is guilty on the ecclesiastical field and not us, he wants to deceive the state power so that we are punished by them and not by the Church. In case the state acts according to the so-called resolution of the Vatican lawlessly influenced by Card. Husar through his friends for his benefit, we will continue our appeals and it will result in an international scandal in which, however, the loser will be the Ukrainian state. According to the information of state authorities, Card. L. Husar is demanding deportation or prohibition of entrance in Ukraine not only for us, three monk-bishops, but also for about 20 other innocent people, citizens of the Czech and the Slovak Republics, who are not staying in Ukraine and have never fallen within his jurisdiction.
Your Holiness, we beseech You that within justice the Vatican not deal with the question of our deportation from Ukraine at all, for here it is appropriate to give the following reply: “You as state are to act according to your laws – if they trespassed against the state laws, punish them according to state laws. If they trespassed against the Church, we would punish them according to the Church laws.” 

Your Holiness, You are well aware that our accusation by Card. Husar is an extremely serious matter, because we have convicted him of heresies for which he should be excluded from the Catholic Church. He as a cardinal cannot be judged by anyone except You; however, if You did so You would set against Yourself the Church circles which support him. That is why You are powerless to a certain extent and he abuses it. What a paradox. He who should be excluded from the Church, and ipso facto already is excluded, wants to abuse the Church to deceive the Ukrainian state and by help of state organs wants to deport us who have not committed any trespass either against the Church or against the state. 
Your Holiness, please, stand up for Christ and for us against the maliciousness of those who have usurped the rule in the Church but abandoned Christ and opened themselves to the spirit of antichrist. 
In Christ devoted to You,

+ Metoděj Špiřík OSBM

+ Markian Hitiuk OSBM

+ Eliáš Dohnal OSBM

+ Samuel Oberhauser

Pidhirtsi 28th May 2008

P.S.: Your Holiness, in the letter of 3rd March 2008 addressed to You (see www.community.org.ua) we explained the reason for our step of faith. We commit again our future and the future of the Ukrainian nation into Your hands. 
Copies to:

· President of Ukraine V. Yushchenko

· Cardinals and bishops of the Catholic Church

· Representatives of the Orthodox Churches in Ukraine

· Representatives of other Christian Churches

· Ministry of Home Affairs of Ukraine

· Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Ukraine

· Governor of Lvov Mr. M. Kmet

· Head of State Security Committee, Lvov

· Head of State Security Committee, Kiev

· Head of State Committee of Nationalities and Religions, Kiev

· Head of UVIRFHO (passport department), Lvov

Address: Monastery OSBM, 80660 Pidhirtsi, Brody district, Lvov region, Ukraine

www.community.org.ua
His Excellency
Mons. Georg Gänswein
Glory to Jesus Christ!

Your Excellency,

please, transmit these two letters to the Holy Father. 

With gratitude,
Bishops of UGCC (Pidhirtsi, Ukraine)
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