A challenge to pronounce on hastened canonization of John Paul II

To Cardinals and Bishops of the Catholic Church

Your Eminence (Excellence),

we ask You to pronounce on the beatification of John Paul II for the following reasons:

1) This hastened beatification has put the Church before a serious decision which concerns not only personal holiness of John Paul II (which is treated by the Congregation for the Causes of Saints) but in essence it is related even to important dogmatic questions (which, however, should be treated first of all by the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith). Excepting many positive features of this Pope, his meeting in Assisi (1986, 2002) from the dogmatic point of view appeared as wrong (a more detailed explanation is in the letter from 9th April 2007).

This canonization would thus cause a confusion in the Christian identity of the believers because its abuse towards confirmation of the gesture in Assisi aims to open the Church to false spiritual streams of the New Age which destroy the essence of Christianity.

2) You, Your Eminence (Excellence), are pushed by the current situation in the world as well as in the Church into a repeated confession of Your apostolic and Catholic faith. John Paul II by his gesture in Assisi set the present-day Church before a historic decision: she will either canonize his gesture and thereby receive also a different spirit and a different gospel or she will stand up against and renew the foundations of Catholic and apostolic faith.
3) The present Pope Benedict XVI, though he has respect for his predecessor, directs the Church to a different way: to the renewal of internal identity by emphasizing the truth against modern relativism. This is nowadays the prime programme for the renewal of the Church. Towards this aim one has to concentrate all forces. This is now prior to the multidebatable canonization to the pressure of which Benedict XVI is exposed today. The subsequent publication of the names of cardinals and bishops and of their attitudes towards the canonization is an expression of collegiality of these hierarchs with the Holy Father Benedict XVI in his responsibility for the defence of the pillars of our faith. Naturally, he finally has the last and decisive word; nevertheless, why should he alone bear the responsibility in such a significant matter?

4) If you do not agree with these objective attitudes, then hastily, best until the feast of saints Peter and Paul the Apostles (29th June 2007), write a letter to His Holiness Benedict XVI. In this letter You will express that You consider the gesture of John Paul II dogmatically correct in spite of the fact that You were acquainted with this issue from the doctrinal aspect. 

On the other hand Your passivity will be an expression that You do not agree with the gesture of Assisi and therefore with the beatification either.

In Christ Yours,
Fr. Eliáš A. Dohnal ThD. OSBM

Fr. Cyril J. Špiřík Ing. ThD. OSBM

Fr. Markian V. Hitiuk ThLic. OSBM

Fr. Metoděj R. Špiřík ThD. OSBM
10th April 2007

Tuesday of the Easter Week
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