His Holiness

Benedict XVI

Supreme Pontiff

Città del Vaticano

Your Holiness,

now, before the birth of our Lord and Saviour, we send You our cordial greetings with sonly confidence and we thank God that You defend the foundations of the Catholic doctrine against the system of lie which is working outside as well as inside the Church.

We were looking with pain at the danger of the alleged visit of the Dalai Lama of Tibet, which was to take place in Vatican on 13th December 2007. We thank You for cancelling this visit. We are astonished at the Dalai Lama’s recent statement saying that Christians have no right to perform mission in the Far East. 

In our last letter we submitted to You an actual demand that You should call the Catholic Church to six-year repentance which would be closed with the seventh sabbatical year in 2014. 
Your responsibility and duty before God and before the Church – beside the declaration of repentance for the whole Church – is to appoint to the key posts in the Church orthodox, moral and competent shepherds who would defend the Church and would bring therein the Spirit of God towards her renewal. A few weeks ago You appointed several new cardinals. We believe that these newly appointed representatives of the Church were chosen according to God’s parameters, that means that they are men of God with the Spirit of Jesus’ Apostles, ready to sacrifice even their lives for His and the Church’s sake like them. Unless there are such men among them, then a big mistake was made to the detriment of the Church. Your Holiness, Jesus Christ, whom You visibly represent, demands of You today that there are such men elected cardinals who have the Spirit of the Apostle John and not the spirit of the Apostle Judas. Cardinals like Lehmann, Kasper, Husar, Sandri and others, who have the spirit of Judas, lead the Church to self-destruction. Maybe there is something or someone that hinders You from deposing these people; however, there is nothing that should hinder You from putting virtuous men of God on a lampstand beside them. May Your predecessor, St. Pius X, be a pattern of courage for You in the Church’s reform.

We propose again that the Congregation for the Oriental Churches (COCh) should be abolished by reason of a number of crimes against our Ukrainian Greek-Catholic Church (UGCC). This Congregation lost its meaning. It is a senseless and Church-destructive machinery enforcing in our Church schism and the spirit of New Age and systematically, covertly and artfully killing all alive. 

On Sunday 25th November 2007, our UGCC in Ukraine heard a solemnly read excommunication concerning a certain priest from Lvov, the reason being that he disagreed with the policy of Cardinal L. Husar and was in personal contact with the traditional Catholics of Bishop M. Lefebvre. The excommunication was pronounced in the authority of the Apostolic See, i.e. in Your authority. It holds the signature of the Prefect of COCh, Card. L. Sandri. The excommunicated priest has a community of more than twenty priests and several thousands of believers. This excommunication has practically established a new separate Church in Ukraine. Neither Card. L. Sandri from COCh nor Card. L. Husar nor the bishops appointed by him, who have the spirit of schism and New Age, have fear today to make a painful division, which is the opposite of an earnest endeavour after the Church’s unity. These UGCC bishops have in these days already chosen their next candidates for bishops to enlarge the deadly structure. This pernicious activity in our Church is also supported by the Apostolic Nuncio I. Yurkovych and mainly by the Prefect of the Congregation for the Oriental Churches –a new cardinal – L. Sandri. A certain old woman, coming to hear of a priest she knew that he was to become a bishop, said: “If even this happens, I will leave the Catholic Church and join the Orthodox! This priest leads a scandalous life, is involved in big financial machinations, is addicted to alcohol and has an illegitimate child!” According to Tradition and according to Canons of the Eastern Churches, the majority of UGCC bishops along with Card. L. Husar should be immediately deprived of office. They are no shepherds but wolves inside the Church that hypocritically shelter themselves behind Your authority and systematically liquidate the Church.

Therefore the more so You, Your Holiness, do not be afraid to perform a painful operation in Ukraine, but not for its liquidation but salvation. Forbid consecration of bishops and establishment of new dioceses in Ukraine. But first of all, do not be afraid as soon as possible to appoint at least two Apostolic Visitors who would have the authority to carry out the internal revival of the Church. These should begin with a sound formation in seminaries and with a revival of the religious life. At the same time they would have the authority to prevent the present hierarchy from realizing its programme of self-destruction of our UGCC.

The necessity for the reform of the Church – repentance: Jesus speaks quite explicitly and bindingly as to this topic: “Unless you repent, you will all perish.” (Lk 13:3) Repentance concerns every individual, but also the whole Catholic Church. Supposing that we continue to avoid it, it will hold true: “You will all perish!” Who will then take responsibility for it? Who nowadays takes responsibility for the offences committed by COCh? These Church officials from COCh would answer unanimously: “The Pope, of course! He appointed us and we act in his name and in his authority.” These people calmly lay the responsibility for their deeds upon You. None of us would wish to assume this responsibility before the Church and before God’s Judgement either and to be judged in Your place.

The believers ask in confusion: In which Church can we have our salvation guaranteed? In the Catholic Church? But this Church is publicly teaching heresies of HCT (historic-critical theology) and has opened herself to the spirit of paganism and apostasy! So she denies the fundamental truths of the Gospel, the Divinity of Christ as well as the inspiration of God’s Word. Almost all key posts in the Church are ruled by the spirit of the world, the spirit of New Age, instead of by the Spirit of God. Jesus’ statement about repentance and perdition refers above all to the Catholic Church. Jehovah’s Witnesses call the Catholic Church the harlot of antichrist and they urge the Catholics: “Save yourselves, come out from that Babylon!” But how can we defend the Catholic Church if the leadership of this Church hinders true repentance and commits thus the greatest disobedience to God and to God’s Word? 
The question arises: Won’t the people who were converted from the world be saved more safely e.g. in the Orthodox Church or in the Pentecostal or Evangelical Churches than in the Catholic Church? These Churches have not opened themselves to HCT or to the spirit of paganism and occultism and their teaching is more in accordance with the Gospel and with the Tradition of the Apostles than the teaching of the present-day Catholics. What are we to do when the Catholic Church is betraying its substance? Are we to send all honest people to the Orthodox Church, or to the Pentecostalists, or to the Traditional Church of Bishop M. Lefebvre which is originating in Ukraine in these days? 

How can Card. L. Husar, Card. L. Sandri and UGCC bishops nowadays pronounce excommunications against someone for his inclining to the movement of M. Lefebvre, if practically they themselves are schismatics? The majority of them do not believe in the primacy of the Holy Father, even though they shelter themselves behind his authority. They, in fact, do not see any difference between the Catholic and the Orthodox faith and allow their priests to celebrate liturgies with the Orthodox priests against the prohibition set by the canon law and also against Your regulation. We are no adherents of the movement of M. Lefebvre, rather the contrary, we take a critical attitude toward it. However, one thing is certain: Today major excommunication should rather be pronounced against those UGCC bishops who force their priests to address Greek-Catholic believers in the Liturgy as Orthodox, that is – according to the canon law – as schismatics. On the one hand our hierarchy speaks about unity and ecumenism, while on the other it pronounces excommunications these days and thus tears Christ’s body into pieces. Supposing that an era of excommunications has come, then the first to be excommunicated should be all adherents of the historic-critical theology. Surprisingly, none of them has been excommunicated by this time. 
A folk proverb says: “Fish begins to stink at the head.” Therefore it is necessary to deprive the people with the antichristian spirit of the key positions and to appoint such people instead who have the Spirit of Christ and are willing for the sake of the revival of the Church to sacrifice even their lives as true apostles and martyrs. Your Holiness, the time is working against You. Therefore act wisely, but at the same time with courage, too!

Begin with COCh and with Ukraine. Ukraine has only 4 million Catholic believers. God has His plan with Ukraine, which will then have an effect on the conversion of Russia, too. In the apparitions in Fatima in 1917, the Virgin Mary concretely mentioned Russia. Its conversion to Christ should bring the spiritual resurrection of Christianity throughout the world. Make therefore a concrete step of faith. You can lose nothing but gain. Unless You declare repentance and make concrete steps (replacement of people in the key positions), the responsibility for the catastrophic state in the Church will fully fall upon You. God entrusted You with authority and He will claim accounts from You.

The Greek-Catholic prelate H. Kostelnik said: “What is the good of the papacy for us?!” And in 1946 he opened the door for the liquidation of UGCC and for its defection to the Orthodox Church. Cardinal L. Husar and the Church hierarchy constituted by him should like best if this prelate was canonized. Why? Because they have a similar spirit as H. Kostelnik. As for Kostelnik, his intention really was to join the Orthodoxy; however, as for Card. L. Husar and his hierarchy, their intention is not to become Orthodox but to introduce the neopagan spirit of New Age in this territory in order to destroy the sound roots of Christianity not only in UGCC but also in the Orthodox Church in whole Ukraine. Therefore Card. L. Husar and the hierarchy constituted by him are the greatest enemies not only of the Catholic and the Orthodox Churches but also of the Ukrainian nation which they hinder from its true conversion to Christ, and they thus block spiritual as well as economic blessing for whole Ukraine.
We call in desperate pain: What is the good of such papacy?! Confirming excommunications without a just trial? Confirming unworthy people for the posts of bishops, who will then liquidate the last remains of life in the Catholic Church? The whole deadly machinery is topped by untouchable papal dicasteries which liquidate God’s servants and God’s people and which drive away the Holy Spirit from the Church and from souls. What is the good of such papacy for us, when it does not do what is most essential, what it is to do, namely to defend the apostolic teaching: faith and morals.

To make it clear to all: We are not against the papacy. On the contrary, we are for the renewal of its authority and dignity in truth and we desire that the papacy should be as it was in the beginning, in accordance with the will of Christ, the rock (cf. Mt 16:18) and the pillar of truth (1Tim 3:15), for the spiritual benefit not only of the Catholics but of all Christians today. However, the present papacy, compromised by the Church officials, needs to be purified! The greatest enemies of the papacy are those who hypocritically refer to its authority but in order to liquidate the Church. We warn all Christians against the deadly power machinery of the papal dicasteries. These dicasteries nowadays have nothing in common with the true service of the papacy. They are doing the reverse of what the Pope wants and of what he represents. We believe that after six-year public penance God will grant the grace for true unity of all Christians. The Pope is infallible in questions of faith and morals when he proclaims or defends them in authority.
The most painful step concerning public penance is the prohibition against the Liturgy within that period. The sense of this public penance is by no means diversion from the Eucharist but, on the contrary, a renewed relation to this centre of Christian life! The Eucharist presupposes a biblical – saving – faith founded on prayer and God’s Word (cf. Acts 6:4; 2:42). Therefore in the period of the six-year public penance it is inevitable to lay an emphasis on interior prayer and God’s Word and likewise on the establishment of living Christian communities. These are the four fundamental pillars of the community of the early Christians in Jerusalem: prayer, the apostles’ teaching (not the teaching of HCT), fellowship and the Eucharist. Someone said that this proposal was foolishness. We reply: it is no foolishness, quite the contrary – foolishness is if in this time of betrayal of Christ and the Church there is no adequate repentance!

Without repentance there is no salvation: In the present time a large part of priests, religious and hierarchy in the Catholic Church do not follow and even do not want to follow the way of repentance. That is why these God-consecrated people have the spirit of rebellion against Christ and His Spirit. The call to repentance they would in their pride consider an offence, and the one who would be converted and would repent they would then consider a rebel against the Church and a traitor to the whole current system on which they build up their career. This system is founded on the atheistic spirit of HCT and on the syncretistic spirit of so-called respect for pagan religions. Wolves in sheep’s clothing have penetrated into the bosom of the Church where they cunningly tear and kill the sheep and in the power of authority permit no repentance – this is the chief crime against Christ and His Mystical Body today. These people hold highest offices in the external organization; however, the Holy Spirit convicts them that they have excluded themselves from the Mystical Body of Christ, from the Church. They have stood against the Spirit of truth and received the spirit of New Age, the spirit of antichrist, whereby they denied our Lord. Unless they repent, they themselves as well as those who obey them will be eternally condemned. Without repentance there is no salvation. 

Your Holiness, when You were elected the Supreme Shepherd of the Church, You invited all the faithful: “Pray for me so that I am not afraid of the wolves.” Yes, You need great courage! However, the danger here is not just wolves, but also the spirit of death which is behind them and which does not permit true repentance in the Church. The motto You have chosen for the World Youth Day in Australia in 2008 is Jesus’ word: “When the Holy Spirit has come upon you, you shall be My witnesses.” (Acts 1:8) However, without repentance we cannot receive the Holy Spirit in fullness like the Apostles or become true Jesus’ witnesses. Who in the official Church structures is to begin with biblical repentance? Today this example, this gesture can be made by noone but You Yourself. Jesus, whom You visibly represent, said: “I have given you an example, that you should do as I have done to you.” (Jn 13:15)
Your Holiness, today God wants repentance, concrete repentance. These days You bear full responsibility for the purification of the papacy and for the purification of the Church; therefore make these basic steps:

1) Declare six-year public penance starting from 1st January 2008. Work out the spiritual programme for this six-year penance and bring it forward as obligatory for the whole Church. 

2) Withdraw Card. L. Husar from his function of the head of UGCC. Preclude from whatever consecration of other candidates for bishops in UGCC.

3) Appoint 2-3 men of God as Apostolic Visitors to Ukraine with the aim of the renewal of UGCC.

4) To the key posts in the whole Catholic Church appoint men able to bring in the Spirit of God towards her renewal.

5) Stop the activity of the deadly machinery of the papal dicasteries and abolish COCh for its ineffectiveness.

6) Give a clear and binding word as to the historic-critical theology. Forbid teaching this method at theological schools. 

7) Give a clear and binding word as to the false respect for and uncritical openness to paganism. You Yourself make an act of public repentance for the offending gesture of John Paul II in Assisi, which is interpreted as follows:

· The Pope showed us a model to follow. 

· Christianity and paganism are one.

However, this is a heresy which denies the substance of the Scripture and of the whole Tradition!

All genuine Catholics, and the whole Christian world as well, are waiting for this repentance of Yours. 

We ask: If St. Peter and St. Paul rose from the dead, what would they do in Your place?

If God reminds You of something important which is yet to be done for the recovery of the Church, then do it as well!
At the close of our letter we wish You a full-of-grace feast of Christ’s birth and for the new year 2008 we pray to God to grant unto You the power of His Spirit that You may fulfil all that the newborn Saviour is asking from You.
Thereby we also ask You for Your blessing.

In Christ, Your spiritual sons

Fr. Eliáš A. Dohnal ThD. OSBM 

Fr. Markian V. Hitiuk ThLic. OSBM 

Fr. Cyril J. Špiřík ThD. Ing. OSBM

Fr. Metoděj R. Špiřík ThD. OSBM

Pidhirtsi, 8th December 2007

Copies to:

· Cardinals and bishops of the Catholic Church

· Patriarchs and bishops of the Orthodox Churches

· Representatives of all Christian Churches

Address: Monastery OSBM, 80660 Pidhirtsi, Brody district, Lvov region, Ukraine
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