Miloslav Cardinal Vlk

Prague, CR

RES: The web portal Christnet does not have a Catholic spirit

This anti-Catholic and anti-Christian portal is the speaking-trumpet of the priest-apostate Prof. Tomáš Halík. 

In the pre-election presidential campaign in the Czech Republic, Prof. T. Halík very suggestively, even violently interfered in its development, promoting his candidate. On the other hand, he publicly insulted President V. Klaus, who defends moral principles, and declared about him that he is “a symbol of the Iron and Leather Age”, while his candidate J.Š. “is a refined man that would well represent us in the world and would be able to unite the society”. However, when Mr. R.U. pointed out that this refined man is open to euthanasia and to adoption of children by homosexuals, T. Halík saw that the gloriole of his candidate was thus at risk and began to write open letters and threaten Mr. R.U.: “You committed the criminal offence of slander (acc. §206 par.1 of Criminal Law)”. Afterward, T. Halík challenged Mr. R.U. to apologize in public. He did not do so since all that he had written was true, so T. Halík then pronounced a purpose-made statement that he and R.U. had exchanged a few outspoken letters: “Yes, the exchange of opinions with Mr. R.U. showed me that there may be sparkling between Christians – there was sparkling even between Peter and Paul, but one can have the things clarified in the end and attain reconciliation.” By this statement he demagogically muddied the waters so that the public opinion would presuppose that R.U. had actually retracted his allegation! However, T. Halík is neither Peter nor Paul, nor even a Christian, though he likewise purposefully declares himself to be one. 
To the question what the responses are to his books, he responds: “Yes, there are many responses... This year I am preparing 66 adult catechumens for baptism... I am glad to hear that in several monasteries – here and in Poland, too – religious read aloud from these books in the refectory in the lunchtime. One of the Polish archbishops has written to me recently that he assigns my books as compulsory reading to his priests and seminarists...”

Note: So the influence is large; however, one wonders at the Polish archbishop as well as at the monasteries mentioned here and in Poland that they are so spiritually blind and cannot perceive the spirit that is behind Halík’s writings! It would likewise be worth asking the 66 catechumens mentioned the elementary questions concerning the substance of Christianity. What would the answers be like? Such as are found on the web portal Christnet, as reactions in a discussion to the arguments of Mr. R.V., who wrote to T. Halík: “Dear Father Halík, I react to Your letter wherein You blame Mr. R.U. for lie and for a criminal offence of slander. It is enough to read or hear the views of Mr. J.Š. and here one can find out where the truth is. Is not the matter (on Your part) a defamation of the Movement ‘For Life’, whose president is Mr. R.U.? ... What have You done in support of unborn life? You refused to sign the Declaration of Rights of an Unborn Child, the subscription of which ought to be a matter of course for everyone... If You consistently defended the Catholic faith and its principles, You would be in disfavour and not become a member of the Council of the Wise in the Masonic EU... Likewise labelling the priest Don Gobbi and his movement as psychopathic does not witness to the tolerance You usually flaunt. These priests are faithful to the Church and to the Magisterium and unlike You do not meditate in churches with buddhists, do not moderate syncretistic gatherings in cathedrals with invoking of pagan deities (demons), do not stay in buddhist monasteries and do not practise yoga. They also do not deny the historicity of resurrection and do not think that pagans pray to the same God. ... In Your books and articles You write about slobbery traditionalistic printed matter, ayatollahs at CTF (Catholic Theological Faculty), fundamentalists, innerly underdeveloped people... but I have never read in Your writings what the substance of salvation is – that Jesus Christ is THE ONLY Saviour, what spirit buddhist meditations open for, or what the difference is between buddhist meditation and Christian contemplation. You expressed Yourself in mock on Catherine Emmerich, that she suffered from perverse fantasy, and on M. Gibson’s film ‘The Passion of the Christ’ as on a sadomasochistic kitsch. You described Jesus as ‘a virtuoso in suffering who by His devout will performs a maximum feat of sacrifice’. This is an affront to the Saviour and to us Christians, too. I wonder how the people You have baptized are acquainted with their faith... what kind of Christianity is it from which the cross has disappeared? Everybody who comes with some severity is labelled by these people as preconciliar and a fundamentalist... to speak of repentance, fasting, self-denial, asceticism, purgatory or hell is not popular today, which I have come to know personally from various discussions. Therefore do not ridicule the people who have the courage to defend their belief!”

Halík’s reply of 29th January 2008: “Consider whether You are not a victim of ‘brainwashing’ on the part of printed papers like Světlo (note: an orthodox Catholic weekly)...”
And what is the reply of Halík’s disciples who evidently have already been baptized by him before? “You know, You probably have some inner problem. I dare say in my view in the time of Jesus Christ You would not rank among his favourites, you’d more likely be somewhere among the high priests...” (20th February 2008 I.D.)
Note: This is the response to Mr. R.V.’s defence of the fundamental Christian truths against the heresies of T. Halík. Prof. T. Halík has apparently managed to degrade the image of the person of the Lord Jesus in the sight of his disciples so much that they imagine Him totally torn from the reality of God’s truths, perhaps as someone like T. Halík. 

“Mr. R.V., I respect the voice of the Pope, I respect the Church, yet if I come to see that something the Church preaches is in contradiction with my conscience and knowledge, I conform myself to my conscience.” I.D.

Note: The author of the response is true to a certain extent, for if theological faculties teach heresies of HCT (historic-critical theology), then it is necessary not to accept them but to conform oneself to one’s Catholic conscience. HCT is not the teaching of the Church founded on the Scripture, on the Tradition of the Fathers and saints and on papal infallibility. These are private views of heretical professors who nowadays present them as the Church’s doctrine, but this doctrine of theirs is at variance with orthodoxy.

Halík’s disciple, however, aims somewhere else. He accepts the heresies of HCT as the Church’s doctrine, and the true teaching of the Church he accepts not. His conscience is in fact influenced by practical unbelief and by syncretism, and according to this devious conscience he rejects that which is the true Church’s doctrine; he then proudly puts this devious conscience of his over the Scripture and over the Apostolic and Church Tradition!

Another disciple writes to Mr. R.V.: “You terribly misinterpret Halík and I don’t have the least mind to polemize with You. I am a Catholic and Your opinions are miles off from me...”

Note: But Mr. R.V. defends the foundations of faith. So if the concerned refuses them, he is no longer a Catholic, nor even a Christian. He has become a pseudo-Catholic à la Halík. 

Another adherent of the teaching of Prof. T. Halík reacts to Mr. R.V.: “Faith without thinking and thinking without faith may be destructive; of this statement You are an absolute evidence.”

Note: The citation is correct, yet in what spirit Halík’s disciples interpret it? Their spirit and mind are perverted by syncretism and their Christian faith is already extinct. 

Another Halík’s disciple fires off heresies and does not even take the trouble any more to disguise them dialectically; he senses quite well what atmosphere T. Halík has managed to create among intellectuals. He writes: “And at the close some information of which I am convinced: one may be a Christian and at the same time meditate with buddhists, propagate yoga or practise zen-buddhism. Though essentially they do not pray to God, the principle is the same. Buddha, Jesus, Krishna... it’s all one through whom man obtains salvation, if he pleases God.” These and other heresies are without commentary presented by Christnet, which is “a service” to the Christian intelligence in CR. Jesus said: “All who ever came before Me are thieves and robbers.” (Jn 10:8) This statement refers to Buddha and other false messiahs and avatars, who lead the souls through lie into perdition. Jesus was and is true God, God from God, Light from Light, while Buddha and the likes of him are misleaders of mankind and deceivers who do not lead to salvation but to eternal perdition.

Your Eminence, 
at the close, we turn to You with a question: Who takes the responsibility for the fact that Prof. T. Halík as a priest-apostate still is the president of the Catholic students? The last remains of believing souls from Catholic families are being poisoned by this New Age spirit and with this poison they will be infecting the spiritually devastated Czech nation! The full responsibility falls upon You, Your Eminence! You are obliged to officially pronounce on the activity of the priest T. Halík as well as on the portal Christnet and not to approve heresies by silence!

The Catholic Church in CR is waiting for Your clear statement.

In Christ,

Fr. Eliáš A. Dohnal ThD. OSBM

Fr. Metoděj R. Špiřík ThD. OSBM

Fr. Markian V. Hitiuk ThLic. OSBM

Pidhirtsi, 26th February 2008
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· The Holy Father Benedict XVI

· Cardinals and Bishops of the Catholic Church

· The Czech and the Slovak Bishops’ Conferences (ČBK and KBS)
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