Concretization of General Superior's guilt

14th January 2005

The Feast of St. Basil the Great

Very Reverend General Superior

Reverend Councillors OSBM

Very Reverend Father Basil,

From time to time everyone of us must render accounts, not only once in front of God, but already in this life. You represent the supreme authority in our Order. We, whom You have led into a precarious situation, are now Your living conscience in front of the whole Order as well as the whole Church. Out of this position we are writing this letter to You, dividing it into: 

1) Your specific guilt

2) The root of blindness – sins against the First Commandment

3) Vision of a revival of the Order – “monasteries ‘sui iuris‘“

4) Bysantic Spirituality

5) Obedience

6) Patriarchal Commission for the Religious

ad 1) Your specific guilt: liquidation of the Czech Delegature (20 monks) and of the Ukrainian mission (9 monks), 29 vocations altogether; thereout 12 priests, 10 students of theology. Academic titles: PaedDr. (3), ThDr. (4), PaedMgr. (2), ThLic. (2), ICLic. (1), Ing. (5). 

The liquidation was carried out without indicating any guilt; it was a collective punishment. The reason was that on 4th July 2004, four fathers from the Czech Delegature, and two fathers and two brothers from Ukraine had required for a monastery “sui iuris“  - the answer: an abolishment of the Czech Delegature on 13th July 2004. Due to this requirement, which became a collective guilt, the whole Czech Delegature was punished with the highest punishment, without giving a reason or  an opportunity to defend. 

a) Your so-called  visitation in September closed with a 6-page document, is a testimony of lie, manipulation and cynical blackening; we have a special analysis worked out as an answer. 

b) On 1st August 2004, about 20 monks came to Pidhirci to move us out  by force without any decree. Your deputy from the Generalate was with them. For this action You have a responsibility. This was connected already beforehand with the Provincial Superior and Your deputy visiting Cardinal L. Huzar and their blackening us. Influenced by this visit, Card. L. Huzar wrote a letter against us and sent it to all bishops. 

c) With Your blessing, the Provincial Superior, Fr. H. Hrynkiv, together with his councellors, turned to the state authorities (former KGB), so that these would liquidate us, and so that they would invalidate the visa of some of us and deport us from Ukraine. If we had broken the law of the Church, then we should undergo a proper Church trial. You broke the Church law in many aspects and that is why we have brought ourselves as well as You to the Church court, so that it could serve both Your and our temporary as well as eternal good, and warn those who are abusing the Church authority like You. 

d) In October 2004, You gave us a legally invalid decree when You were sending us to a non-existent delegature and non-existent monastery. At the same time, You incited a campaign of blackenings. 

e) On 13th December 2004, You visited Bishop L. Hučko in Prague. After the liquidation of the Czech Delegature, You morally helped him in stealing three houses belonging to the OSBM Order. He also obstructed the establishment of UGCC (Ukrainian Greek-Catholic Church). Now You connected with him, so that one former Jehovah‘s Witness, nowadays a Protestant, “a specialist for sects“, would have marked us, the monks, as a sect. His document  was to be sent to Ukraine to the Patriarch and to all bishops, as we were informed. 

f) Afterwards, punitive decrees followed one after another, aiming to exclude us from the Order. The decrees are canonically invalid because You broke the CCEO can. 1486 in all its extent, and moreover, the decrees themselves are a testimony of an abuse of authority because You are punishing us for imaginary guilts. 

g) An example of an abuse of power is the decrees № 108/04 and 109/04 from 1st December 2004 addressed to Fr. Cyril Špiřík. Here You are appealing to Your supreme, God-given authority, and in the name of sacred obedience You are ordering Fr. Cyril to do a serious sin, namely, to admit that he did something which he did not do. You want him to sign a model of “a repentance letter“ written by You, so that You could consequently punish him for the guilt which  he would admit. This reminds of the methods of KGB and of the spirit that governs in sects led by a guru. In this official canonical document, You are threatening him that if in 14 days he will not do what You are ordering him, he will be punished by suspension and exclusion from the Order. 

ad 2) The root of blindness – sins against the First Commandment

During Your visitation in September 2004, You told us: “A few years ago I got seriously ill, I was in a critical condition, medicine did not know the cause of illness and could not even give any cure. There is a monk in our Order in Brazil, whose brother is engaged in natural healing. He cured me by miracle. He is healing all our province, too. 

We are asking: what kind of power it was that cured You? The phenomenon is ostensibly innocent. But what, in fact, is hidden behind the term: natural healer? He is not a person that would only know how to prepare teas from various plants. Just such healing is allowed. However, visiting a natural healer, extrasens, presumes that he has energies, occult - mysterious abilities and gifts through which he can heal even at a distance. What kind of abilities are these? Where do these gifts come from? What kind of energies are they? These energies do not have a natural character. These “gifts“ do not come from God! This activity we rank  into white magic, which “helps people“ in this way. What kind of spirit is behind it when non-baptised, non-believers and pagans also have this ability? What kind of spiritual world is behind it if the Scriptures prohibit it? (see Deut 18,9-14; Acts 8,6-23). After all, white and black magic are prohibited by the Church (see Fr. J. Katrij, OSBM, “God‘s Commandments“; see The Catechism of the Catholic Church: 2116–2117). If a person is “healed“ through this service, then for such spiritual healing there comes a toll. First, God is not praised, man has not turned to God, but who is praised is the healer. There is a question, if this is a true healing?! In many cases, the illness recurs, or there occurs another illness. There are also impacts on mental health: a possible occurence of various depressions, peculiar dreams, spiritual urge to blasphemy against God, an inclination to pride, despair feelings or even suicidal thoughts, insensibility to a gentle breath of the Holy Spirit, hardness of heart, a strong temptation against the sacred purity, the religious persons losing the gift of celibate, man blocks a stream of God‘s grace since he has opened his heart for some other spiritual root, next, slyness, elusiveness, cynicism, cunning behaviour. One will still take part in the liturgy, take the Holy Communion, but all this is just the exterior, because his personal relation to God has been broken. His heart has turned away from God and he is unable to repent in truth. 

Here we must distinguish between a natural piety which more or less is in each man, and a conversion and belief in Christ. Pagans in their essence were pious. St. Paul at Areopagus told them: “I perceive that in worshipping gods you are very religious.“ (Acts 17,22). However, the question here is idolatry, and not a saving faith. 

We are obliged to preach Christ so that those who have no faith, or have a false faith (in natural healers, diviners, energies, chacra, mantrum, aura, horoscopes etc.), “… would turn from darkness to light and from the power of satan to God“ (Acts 26,18). 

What the Holy Scripture and the teachings of the Church are saying to occultism: 

a) The Holy Scripture 

b) The Tradition of the Fathers of the Church 

c) The Catechism of the Catholic Church (CCC)

a) The Holy Scripture:

“I am the Lord, your God, I have led you out of the land of Egypt, from the house of slavery. You will have no other gods but Me…“ (Ex 20,2-6). Hinduism worships thousands  of gods, other religions have their gods  in images of animals (e.g. the pagan Egypt, Tibet, where sun, moon, stars, …are worshipped. 

Deut 18,10-11: “Let there be nobody who would make his son or his daughter go through fire, a diviner that divines from stars, nor an extrasens, a sorcerer, nor a white magician, nor one who asks the dead, nor one who is engaged in spiritism.“ Everyone who does such things is disgusting in God‘s eyes. It is just because of these hideous things that God drives these nations away. 

In the whole Holy Scripture there is a fight against these practices of magic, divination and spiritism because behind them there is a completely different spiritual world and a completely different spirit than the Spirit of God – the Holy Spirit. 

The matter is not so simple. Nowadays, politicians, actors, businessmen, and regrettably, even the religious are turning to diviners and healers. Jesus said: “You do not know the Scriptures nor the power of God.“ (Mt 22,29). 

God calls these sins as hideousness and because of these sins – turning to other spiritual powers – God punishes Israel by wars, diseases, by an exile to Babylon. In Bible (Chronicles) every king is judged according to the fact if he was turning to those powers or people who represented them, or to their practices, or if he stood against them. In case he was turning to diviners and extrasenses, there is the word “therefore“ written followed by a definite punishment which affected the whole Israel. 

Our believers still attend the church but when a problem arises, they immediately turn to those people: diviners, extrasenses, healers, and here they are seeking help instead of repenting and asking with faith for a healing in a prayer of faith. In fact, such people do not believe in the power of God. Therefore, it is a great sin and a great offence when a religious and the more so the General Superior is publicly turning for help to such healers and what is more, is building up their reputation. 

b) The Tradition of the Fathers of the Church (see the Canons of Oriental Churches)
For turning to such people (healers etc.), St. Basil in the rules 72 and 65 inflicts a punishment similar as for a murder: 20 years on bread and water, a prohibition to take part in the liturgy.  Later, a punishment was set of 6 years on bread and water, 250 bows a day and a punishment of prohibition to take part in the liturgy; rule 83. In the Old Testament, for turning to a diviner or a person disposing of such powers there was a death penalty (Lev 20,27; Deut 17,3-5). 

c) The Catechism of the Catholic Church: 2115-2117

“All kinds of divination must be rejected: invoking satan or demons, invoking the spirits of the dead, or other practices  which are injustly judged as “revealing“ the future. Turning for an advice to horoscopes, to astrology, to the reading of one‘s palm, to an interpretation of premonitions and divinations, to sybilline phenomena, asking the diviners (mediums), all this hides in itself a will to rule the time, the history and finally the people, and at the same time it hides a desire to get into contact with hidden powers. This is in a sharp contrast with a respect and honour connected with a loving awe which we oblige just to God.“ CCC 2116

“All practices of magic and witchcraft, by means of which man tries to subdue hidden powers so that these would serve him, and thus to reach a supernatural power over his neighbour, may it even lead to his healing, seriously oppose the virtue of piety. Such practices are even more condemnable when they are connected with an intention to harm others or when they use an invocation of demons. Wearing talismans also deserves a condemnation. Divination and magic are often used in spiritism. That is why the Church warns believers against it. Using the so-called natural healing methods must not lead either to an invocation of demonic powers or to an abuse of the trustfulness of others.“ CCC 2117

So here, in the spirit of the whole tradition, the Church clearly forbids a Christian  not only black but also white magic, “may it even lead to his healing“. The fact that the religious and religious superiors  are turning to white magic and call it the gifts of God, charismata, is an ignorance of the Holy Scripture, an ignorance of the spiritual fight and a great offence, because of which a curse comes (see Deut.  31,16-32,52). That is why the Church is paralysed, and the spirit of paganism has penetrated  into the Church. Therefore, we, the religious, are obliged to  convert in truth: to find a personal relation to Christ, to give Him the first place in our life, to follow Him, to love Him with all our heart and all our soul, and to break up with  false spiritualities represented by an army of extrasenses, healers, diviners and by superstitions. We should seek our health with God and with doctors – specialists. We can use herbs and teas, but not ones given by some magic healer with his recipes and “spirituality“. 

A contact with those people is a spiritual infection and the consequence is that the religious lose the Spirit of God. Paul the Apostle in his Epistle to the Romans (1,18-32) writes that turning away from the first worship of the true God and falling away to the worship of the powers of darkness in the symbols of animals, birds and reptiles, brings as a punishment a sexual perversity. 

Conversion:

The basic thing for everyone without exception is a need to be converted. This true biblical conversion must contain that I receive Jesus Christ as my personal Saviour (Rom 10,9), and I also give Him all my life: “It is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me.“ (Gal 2,20). This is a concrete step – a concrete expression, and then all my life I am returning to this point, this is the way of truth, the way of a true healing by God and of a true repentance. Once a man gets truly converted to Christ, he should also allow Christ to baptise him with the Holy Spirit and fire (Mt 3,11), and thus receive in fullness the Holy Spirit so that he could be a witness to Christ (Acts 1,8). Such Christian should also receive in obedience the will of Christ on the cross (Jn 19,25-27). And now the spiritual fight begins (see Eph 6,10-11), to which these words are related: “He who endures to the end shall be saved.“ (Mt 24,13). 

Conversion contains that man receives the word of God as the word of God and not as the word of men (1Th 2,13), i.e. that a Christian bows to the mystery of God in obedience and submits his mind to God, moreover, that he renounces false spiritualities connected with guruism, false spiritual literature, belief in and opening for magic healers and diviners, divination from spiral and pendulum, and that he breaks up with the spirit of a rebellion against God which works through apparent and hidden forms of magic, divination and spiritism. All this is nowadays embodied in the so-called alternative medicine, in certain streams of music, art and culture, as well as in superstitions connected with birth of a child, with wedding, funeral etc. This renouncement of the false faith is very painful. However, without this renouncement there is no true conversion. (In Ephesus people converted in this way burned occult literature which totalled 50 thousand pieces of silver (Acts 19,19). St. Paul in Philippi exorcized a divination spirit (Acts 16,16).)

ad 3) Vision of a revival of the Order – “monasteries ‘sui iuris‘“

In Bysantic spirituality there are no orders, there are only autonomous monasteries (and confederations) that should represent a prophetic authority in the Church.

How is it with the Basilian Order? The Basilian Order nowadays  does not have its root in the spirituality of Saint Basil the Great. He did not found any order, there were only monasteries for which he wrote rules. In the rule 32 is written: If the spirit of zealousness disappears from the monastery, then a monk who perceives it has to admonish/warn other monks, and if they do not obey him and do not improve their behaviour, he is to leave them and go to another monastery, which lives in a spirit of truth. 

Yet nowadays, here is a structure of a big Order. In case an individual would like to live truly in the spirit of repentance and would like to separate from the majority which has the spirit of the world, then they will throw him out, blacken him and he has nowhere to go because within the frame of “sacred obedience“ there is no place for Christ and for a converted person in an order. An exception is: he can live here in secret as a partisan. Supposing there came some renewal or reform, then a converted Christian must run away from the organization of the Basilian Order in which nowadays it is not allowed to follow Christ. He must go to such congregations in which he can find this opportunity. 

In the history of the Roman-Catholic Church, the big orders rejected a renewal, that is why new and new orders and congregations were rising. From the lives e.g. of St. John of the Cross, St. Theresa, St. Alphons etc. we can see that due to phariseism it is practically impossible to renew an order. In this historic time, when for a short period Ukraine is given a political freedom, the Basilian Order is rejecting a revival. An example is the liquidation of the mission in the Pidhirci monastery. The Order  was last reformed in 1882-1904 by the Reform of Dobromil performed by Polish Jesuits. In fact, in the 17th century St. Josaphat founded an order of its own which had the same charisma as Jesuits. The Basilian Order should be called The Order of St. Josaphat and B. Rutskyi. However, the charisma of Jesuits is different from the charisma of St. Basil who emphasized building a small community – a spiritual family (living like first Christians) (Acts 2,42). Unfortunately, this charisma of religious life given to the Church by St. Basil is strange to the Basilian Order. What is but positive is that they have preserved the charisma of St. Josaphat – a unity with the Holy Father. Regrettably, in their way of life, they follow their founder no longer. Even here it is necessary to repent and return to the source. To revive the religious life and to return to the original sources of the founder, it is necessary to decentralize the Basilian Order of Papal law into individual monasteries “sui iuris“ of Papal law. In small communities it is possible to receive more easily the spirit of repentance and return to the charisma of St. Basil. Once there is at least one model monastery, then others can voluntarily receive the spiritual programme of a revival of religious life. When some monastery gets hardened against the spirit of repentance, then monks can leave it  and go to another monastery which is opened for repentance. The religious community which will not live in the spirit of truth and repentance, will finally become extinct. 

ad 4) Bysantic Spirituality

In the course of centuries, the Roman-Catholic spirituality has opened itself for rationalism and various philosophies. On the contrary, the Bysantic Christian spirituality is based on a continuous returning to tradition, to the sources of Christianity preserved in liturgical books. The substance of Bysantic spirituality is then an orthodoxy– based on a scrupulous maintenance of the essential truths of Christian faith and on their perpetual reviving and realising in personal life. Such essential truth of Christian faith is most of all the awareness of one‘s sinfulness and a personal relation to Christ as one‘s Saviour. This is expressed in a well-known prayer of monks: “Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of God, have mercy on me sinful!“ And therefore, Bysantic spirituality has been mostly preserved in monasteries and not on the academic ground of universities. This spirituality is based on the tradition of the apostles, the fathers of the Church and of the saints. The living bearers of this treble tradition are mostly monasteries, which in the Church represent a ministry of prophets. A sound traditionalism or conservatism of a true religious life protects from intellectual heresies, but also from false spiritualities and false mysticism. The Church is built “on the foundation of the apostles and prophets“ (Eph 2,20). The ministry of the apostles is represented by bishops and the ministry of prophets by the religious. In the Encyclic “Vita Consecrata“, the Holy Father John Paul II. has emphasized the prophetic ministry of the religious especially in contemplative orders. 

Bysantic spirituality is closely connected with the prophetic ministry of the religious‘ life. The monks on Athos do not preach modern heresies but they are orthodox in teaching as well as in life. They are maintaining the general opinion / outlook of the Church which is followed by bishops as well as believers. Actually, the Athos monks have a greater moral authority than the Patriarch and the bishops. 

ad 5) Obedience

Since obedience is not understood well and is abused, it is necessary to clarify that there are two kinds of obedience: 

a) Obedience of a spiritual son towards his spiritual father – old monk (elder) – this obedience is voluntary, penetrates into the conscience and can even be called “blind“ because the spiritual son trusts his spiritual father in everything on the ground of a visible saintliness of his life. Nowadays, this obedience is practised no longer due to a non-existence of saintly monks - elders.  

b) Obedience of a monk towards his superior in an order (monastery). An order (monastery) represents a Church institution that follows strictly limited administrative rules. The competence of a superior, the way of his using the authority, and the duties and rights of a subordinate are defined by the Church law (CCEO) and by the constitutions of the order. The superior cannot usurp a right that on the base of his election for the office he is more saintly, more virtuous and knows the will of God better than any other member of the order (monastery). 

An abuse nowadays consists in the fact that the superior exceeds  his competence and demands not only an outer fulfilment of a command but also an adoption of his way of thinking and the spirit which often is the spirit of the world and resists the Spirit of God. 

Example: 

a) Totalitarian systems (e.g. Communism, guruism and other –isms) demand not only for one‘s body but also for one‘s soul. The only one who has a right to this is Jesus (Mk 8,35). 

b) In an order (monastery), the superior forces monks to live a non-converted and worldly way of life which leads to the loss of vocation and of a character of a monk. 

Another way of an abuse of obedience occurs when the superior does not follow the legal norms that define the way of using his authority (see the three canonical reproofs issued by the General Superior, OSBM, and mainly the decrees 108/04, 109/04 OSBM – under obedience ordering Fr. ThDr. Cyril Špiřík, OSBM, to do a sin). 

Moreover, the superior does not allow the legal opportunity to an appeal. When we are defending ourselves according to the CCEO, it is classified as disobedience and another punishment comes (see the decrees by the General Superior – the second and the third canonical reproof). Actually, who is disobedient here is the General Superior, OSBM, who obeys neither God nor the Church (CCEO can. 1486, 1487) and thereby he makes himself god. 

ad 6) Patriarchal Commission for the Religious

To revive the religious‘ life in Ukraine, the external organization and commission founded and led by s. Dia Stasiuk, OSBM, from USA, cannot help, for all the noble endeavours. 

Beside a good will, there is a big danger of an external and internal centralization of all religious communities as well as a loss of their original charisma given by the founder. Many times centralization is a latinization and does not correspond with the spirit and tradition of Bysantic monastery life. If the spirit of repentance and biblical following of Christ have disappeared, then the centralization structures will now be abused by the spirit of the New Age. Through a small control group, abusing the “sacred obedience“, it will be controlling and liquidating last remains of a true religious life, as it already is true on the West. That is why nowadays it is necessary to revive the true spirit of Bysantic monastery life. A prevention and defence against the spirit of death which is abusing the centralization today, is, besides the spirit of a true repentance, also a creation of monasteries “sui iuris“ as it was intended by St. Basil the Great. He saw an ideal of monastery life in the community of first Christians who were of one heart and soul and had everything in common (Acts 4,32). And this is exactly what monks should teach also the laymen, in their deeds and by their own example; in this is their main prophetic charisma. 

Nowadays, a space for the revival of monastery life in our Bysantic Church is given by way of decentralization and by an establishment of monasteries “sui iuris“ (see CCEO).

However, the main step to the revival is a true realization of Jesus‘ prayer which expresses a spirit of repentance and a personal relation to Christ. Repentance is not possible unless a monk breaks up with the sins against the First Commandment and at the same time breaks up with the spirit of the world and receives the Spirit of Christ. Being a monk – one already is a prophet by his life // one is a prophet already by his life //( already - by his very life); however, if one lost the spirit of repentance, he becomes a false prophet. “One who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to Him.“ (Rom 8,9). 

Fr. ThDr. Eliáš Dohnal, OSBM

Fr. ThLic. Markian Hitiuk, OSBM

Fr. ThDr. Metoděj Špiřík, OSBM

Copies: to all interested 
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