Confession of faith and renouncement of heresies

__________________________

Your Excellency / Your Eminence,
our orthodox Catholic Bishops’ Synod of the Ukrainian Greek-Catholic Church (UGCC) is turning to You at the time when the Church is undergoing both an internal and external crisis. The fault for this crisis lies to a large extent with that part of the hierarchy which has opened up to apostasy. We have called upon all bishops of the world to confess their faith and to renounce heresies by a fixed date – 14th September 2009. We sent them a special formula therefor. Each bishop is obliged to send this formula of the confession of faith to the Holy Father and then to publish it in his diocese. If he does not do so, he thus makes it manifest that he upholds heresies, and consequently he incurs the latae sententiae penalty of automatic excommunication from the Church according to the canons 750, 1364 §1, 1044 §1 CIC as well as according to God’s law (Gal 1:8-9).

Now we are turning with this request to You, too, adding a suggestion that You should supplement the formula with a 4th point: renouncement of the spirit of religious and moral relativism as well as of the principles of a half-secret organization of Freemasons, next renouncement of whatever cooperation with, sympathy for or membership in Masonic lodges or their associations, in the Rotary or the Lions Club. This request should be made by the Holy Father; however, he is, unfortunately, exposed to great pressures, so we take this burden instead of him. Nevertheless, this request binds You in conscience to the same extent. We demand this step by authority of the apostles and prophets who are the foundation of the Church (cf. Eph 2:20). We ask You: 

1) to transmit the formula of the confession of faith and renouncement of heresies to the Holy Father Benedict XVI;
2) to make it public before Your co-workers at the dicastery;
3) to announce by the fixed date to our address by post, fax or e-mail that You confessed the faith and renounced heresies. Please, do so by 15th August 2009 – the feast of Assumption.
After 15th August 2009 we will publish before the whole Church the names of those who refused to confess the faith and to renounce heresies, wherefore they will have incurred the latae sententiae penalty of excommunication from the Church by reason of betrayal of faith. 
We apologize for demanding this step of faith, but it is necessary; God and the bleeding Church demand it concretely from You too. Eternity of millions is at stake – this decides whether they will be eternally saved or eternally condemned. God now sets this choice before You. In the hour of Your death God Himself will demand that You render an account for this. 

We pray for You; be an example of confession of faith even to others. Jesus now reminds You of His Word: “Whoever confesses Me before men... whoever denies Me...” (Mt 10:32f)

In Christ, 

Bishops of the Standing orthodox Catholic Synod of the UGCC

+ Eliáš OSBM

+ Metoděj OSBM

+ Samuel OSBM

+ Markian OSBM

Pidhirtsi, 5th July 2009

Copies to: 

· The Holy Father Benedict XVI

· Cardinals and Bishops of the Catholic Church

Attachment: Formula for the confession of faith and renouncement of heresies  

His Holiness Benedict XVI

Your Holiness,

I, _____________________________ , a Bishop / Cardinal of the Catholic Church, am sending You my confession of faith. Hereby I confirm before God and You that my confession of faith and renouncement of the spirit of heresy is sincere and true. 

..................................................

(signature)

The formula for the confession:
1) Do you believe that the Lord Jesus Christ is true God, born of true God, not made, of one Being with the Father?

Answer: YES, I DO.

2) Do you believe that Jesus Christ died on the cross for us, that means even for you and for your sins, and the third day He rose again from the dead historically and really?

Answer: YES, I DO.

3) Do you commit your whole life to Him and do you receive Him as your only Lord and Saviour?

Answer: YES, I DO.
4) Do you receive the Mother of Jesus as it was done by the disciple under the cross (Gr: eis ta idia)? 

Answer: YES, I DO.
5) Do you receive the Holy Spirit as it was done by the apostles on the day of Pentecost?

Answer: YES, I DO.
Do you renounce:
1) historic-critical theology (HCT) and the spirit which is behind it?

Answer: YES, I DO.

2) the spirit of relativism, syncretism and false interpretation of Nostra aetate?

Answer: YES, I DO.

3) satan and demons, especially those which nowadays work through different forms of magic and divination, and the spirit of New Age?

Answer: YES, I DO.
4) the spirit working through Freemasons as well as, as the case may be, membership in Masonic lodges or the Rotary or the Lions Club?

Answer: YES, I DO.
On _______________ 2009, in ________________






