Decentralization of religious sisters

An open letter to the sisters

of the Order of St. Basil the Great (OSBM)

Introduction

The purpose of centralization was to serve the bloom of spiritual life; however, eventually it became its biggest obstacle. This letter mentions several negative facts. 

At the end the letter brings forward a positive prospect of the spiritual renewal of religious sisters which is connected with decentralization!

Spiritual legacy of St. Basil

In the introduction of his rules St. Basil points at the aim of the religious life, and that is holiness. “We have gathered here by the grace of God in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. We all have the same goal: holiness of life…”

Further, he rouses us religious up to repentance that we should mind our souls and future life: “I beseech You for the love of our Lord Jesus Christ who sacrificed Himself for our sins, begin at last to mind Your souls, to weep the vanity of past life and to strive for future life… Do not abide in negligence and indifference, beware of that wasting of time in laziness and do not delay the beginning for tomorrow or for some time later… Then there would be useless tears and sorrow for badly used time, when repentance will no longer be of any worth: ‘Behold, now is the acceptable time, behold, now is the time of salvation.’ (2Cor 6:2)” 

St. Basil points out that we avoid the way and endeavour leading to our salvation: “You say that you want to be saved but you do not mind the way that leads there. You avoid every endeavour in keeping God’s commandment, and at the same time you dare to believe that you will attain the same glory as those who struggled against sin to the point of death.”

In the sixth rule St. Basil speaks of the necessity of separation from people who have no fear of God: “It is harmful to live in common with people who have no fear of God and no respect for strict observance of God’s commandments… ‘Come out from among them and be separate (from them), says the Lord’ (2Cor 6:17)” 

Next he emphasizes a house of prayer: “The first thing in the religious life is an isolate house remote from people, so that you may abide in prayers. Thus you will overcome former habits from the time when you did not live by the commandments of Christ.” 

In the seventh rule St. Basil shows that to those who got separate from the spirit of the world common life is safer than hermitage. He sets the life of the early Christians in Jerusalem as an ideal of religious life: “The multitude of those who believed were of one heart and one soul.” (Acts 4:32)

In the eighth rule St. Basil speaks about self-denial: “… that you cling not even to your life, but that you carry the sentence of death in yourselves: ‘We received the sentence of death, but that was to make us rely not on ourselves but on God who raises the dead.’ (2Cor 1:9) This was practised by saints who would say: ‘We must obey God rather than men.’ (Acts 5:29)”

How is it possible that we as the spiritual sons and daughters of St. Basil are now not persecuted in the same way? How is it possible that the words of St. Paul, quoted by St. Basil regarding the sentence of death, are not related to us? The reason is that we have abandoned the living Christ; dead Christ is not persecuted by the world! If we repent in earnest and have unity with the living Christ, then we will also be like Him hated and persecuted by the world. Then we will be His true witnesses – martyres. In these conditions, which are nowadays seen in the Order, neither an individual, nor any individual monastery, nor any province, nor the whole centralized Order witness to Jesus. Woe if someone would really begin to witness! Their own Order will start persecuting them through so-called “holy obedience”. The spirit which rules in the Order is not the Spirit of Christ. This is the vital problem and the root of all. Therefore the substance of repentance is that there must be a change of spirit. The spirit of the New Age must be replaced by the Spirit of Christ. Yet this necessitates a change of external and internal conditions as well. 

A concrete proposal

In view of the present critical situation in the Order and with regard to the fact that in July 2007 a general assembly of the sisters OSBM will take place in Rome, as the main point of the programme we propose to realize decentralization: 

Model A – Confederation

1) a) Abolishment of the Generalate and thereby also of the function of General Superior. 

b) Dividing the possessions of the Generalate among the individual provinces.

2) In each nation the individual monasteries (note: of pontifical right) would make up one or two confederations of pontifical right (note: 3 in Ukraine) subordinated directly to the Apostolic See. 

3) Head of the confederation is subordinated to the Apostolic See. 

4) Head of the confederation does not interfere in the competence of the superiors of individual monasteries sui juris. 

5) All is in accordance with CCEO can. 433-503. 

6) The confederation will have only one novitiate. After finishing the novitiate the novices return to their monastery where they went through their candidature. 

7) Sisters who want to start a new, more radical way of the religious life should be enabled to establish a new monastery sui juris (of episcopal or patriarchal or pontifical right) not included in the confederation. 

Model B (according to the Eastern tradition) – Archimandry 

All is analogous to the model A, only instead of confederations there would be archimandries established (see CCEO can. 433-503). 

After such decentralization is accomplished, it is necessary to hold a new election of superiors and heads of the confederations or archimandries in each state. The next step of the reform is an endeavour of the superiors after the internal renewal of the religious life the basis of which is personal conversion, receiving the Lord Jesus as personal Lord and Saviour, breaking up with the spirit of the world, receiving the Spirit of Christ and the lifestyle which maintains this Spirit. E.g.: 

1) A simple way of life.

2) Without television, cosmetics or exclusive food or clothes. 

3) At least two hours of interior prayer daily and at least half an hour for a common reflection. 

4) Fasting on bread and water at least on Friday till the Vespers. 

5) Building up internal unity. The monastic community should be a spiritual family. The number of sisters from 4 to 7. They should not move from house to house, but they should belong to their own monastery so that they could get used to one another and make unity. 

6) The sisters that would not wish to accept this reform and would want to live a worldly way of life may be given one or more monasteries so as not to hinder the spiritual life of those who want to be converted and live a true religious life. 

7) The superiors should look for helpers (spiritual fathers) from among converted and experienced monks who would help them in the reform of their monastery. 

Reasons for decentralization

What is nowadays the real spiritual profit from centralization? It is minus. Centralization of the religious Order is nowadays abused towards religious globalization. Moreover, it is necessary to turn over a not small financial support to the Generalate in Rome. 

a) Reward for “the development of the religious life”

Sister Dia Stasiuk as the General Superior and as the head of religious was enforcing the transplantation of new thinking and new forms which serve the spirit of the New Age, e.g. by means of plans of introduction of various collective manufacturing establishments which have nothing to do with the religious life (see the proposal of Statute of the Council of Higher Superiors). Religious sisters would thus turn into cheap labour. By way of various courses for religious sisters she officially propagated new psychologies which are based on Jung, Freud, Rogers, Maslow and other enemies of the Church and of Christ. She also organized homoeopathic seminars (which basically is hidden magic).

Sister A. was sent by her to Hahnemann’s Institute for studies of occult homoeopathy and other magic practices. Thus this new spirituality of the New Age was transplanted into the whole Order. But she thereby called down a curse upon the whole Order, which then passes through the Order on whole Ukraine as well. 

Sister Dia initiated congresses of religious in Ukraine as a means to religious globalization. In these congresses there was such spiritual atmosphere created that if someone would want to witness of a living experience of faith, it would sound as a demonstration of fanaticism and foolishness in spite of the fact that there was Christian terminology used and Church problems were as if solved on so-called academic level. That spiritual atmosphere had negative influence on the thinking and formation especially of the young religious brothers and sisters, because instead of the Spirit of Christ they were being filled with the spirit of the New Age. Instead of the true way leading to eternal life they were being inconspicuously forced a false way leading to eternal perdition. 

Furthermore, sr. Dia along with an American, Fr. I. Datsko, liquidated in 1992 the then Provincial Superior M. Ljuba together with a number of sisters and through obedience they also liquidated the worship of the Most Sacred Heart. However, a living relation to Christ, be that even in some other form, was not offered by these American “reformers” and that inflicted a wound to the religious life. 

For her several-year-long enforcement of antichristian spirit sr. Dia Stasiuk (USA), as the former General Superior of OSBM and later on as the head of the Patriarchal Commission for Religious in Ukraine, was in this year 2006 awarded a state honour. She has already received her reward, but not from Christ. 

b) Martyrish roots of the contemplative monastery (Albano) 

Sister Alphonsa, General Superior of OSBM, liquidated the contemplative monastery in Albano (Italy) in 2006. In 1966 the Latin sisters of St. Basil voluntarily applied for a permission to transfer under the jurisdiction of the Eastern Church and to be incorporated as an autonomous monastery under the Generalate of the sisters of active life OSBM. The monastery in Albano was founded by sr. Makryna Myechyslavska, who about two centuries ago in the time of persecution had been forced to flee from the East to Rome. There a monastery of St. Basil the Great of Latin rite was established. The monastery, which in 1966 had about 40 sisters, six years ago had only three of them. At that time they asked the contemplative sisters from Bryukhovychi (Ukraine) to come to Albano and save this contemplative monastery. Unfortunately, sr. Alphonsa used them as a means to enter the monastery and use it for her intentions. First in the summer time she began to use the premises for courses of active sisters, later she started expensive repairs which were financed by Vatican as renovation of the contemplative monastery. But her plan was such that contemplative sisters would have only a small part of the building detached and the monastery would serve as the recreation seat of the Generalate. It is not far from Rome, basically in the papal gardens, and one does not have to pay high rent, which in the present Italian conditions is something extraordinary. 

However, in order to maintain the building, at least a few contemplative sisters were needed at any rate, otherwise the premises, which are the property of Vatican, automatically cease to be at the disposal of Basilian sisters and Vatican takes it for its purposes. So the Ukrainian contemplative sisters played there a role of exotic birds and were thus shielding the plans of the General Superior of the active sisters for the real exploitation of the premises. Sr. Alphonsa did not provide them with the conditions for spiritual life, quite the contrary. When the contemplative superioress in Ukraine learned of the situation in Albano, she called the sisters back, but at the same time she wrote a letter to the Congregation for the Oriental Churches informing that the contemplative sisters from Ukraine were willing to return to Albano and care for the two Italian sisters providing they were going to be given the conditions to live their vocation. 

The Italian superioress of the contemplative monastery fell ill. Sr. Alphonsa solved the situation by placing the superioress into a pensioners’ house! After several days the superioress died. Supposing that the contemplative sisters would do the same with their old superioress in Ukraine, she would likewise have died long since. She has been confined to bed already for several years, encompassed with loving care and prayers of her sisters who care for her day and night. 

The shocking news that sr. Alphonsa placed the contemplative superioress into a pensioners’ house, where she soon died, was a blow to the sisters in Ukraine and at the same time it helped open their eyes. 

Yet the history of the Albano monastery does not end here. When sr. Alphonsa came to understand that she will not get hold of the premises, because the Ukrainian contemplative sisters will not return under her rule and noone will leave the building to the Generalate only because of one Italian sister, she realized that the sister was no longer of any use to her. A question remained – What to do with her? The amazed sister Michelina was delivered from the Generalate a prepared-in-advance application for exclaustration, which was only to be signed by her! In addition, in order to encourage her and not to put her off balance, they advised her that she need not take it so tragically, that without any problem she can for example apply for entrance into the novitiate of some secular institute which sometimes accept even older persons. It is a simple solution, in fact. However, the high account, which the contemplative monastery had from earlier times for the sale of one house of theirs, naturally continues to be the property of the Generalate. When the 75-year-old sister, who spent almost 60 years in an enclosed monastery and wore a habit since her 18 years, realized that she was now to take it off and go out into the street, she did not know whether she should laugh or cry. She wanted to keep faithful to her vocation until death. What is more, all who knew her and respected her in the neighbourhood as a religious sister will now, in her old age, see her without her habit, and besides, she has nowhere to go. She resolved radically that she will not sign the exclaustration, that means “her own” application for a release from the Order. 

History connected with the contemplative monastery OSBM in Albano

On 16th February 1832 by order of the czar the office of provincial superior in the Order was abolished, the novitiate was closed. 

On 17th July 1832 all Basilian monasteries in Minsk were abolished. 

Simashko, the Greek-Catholic Archbishop of Lithuania, apostatized to Orthodoxy and forced the sisters, among whom there was also sr. Makryna Myechyslavska, to do the same. The sisters were only to write “read by us” under his letter and that sufficed as an evidence of apostasy from the Catholic Church. 

The Mother Superior said to Simashko that time: “You were our shepherd, but now you are a wolf eating your own flock.”

In the monastery in Vitebsk there were 80 sisters. The old superioress died in result of blows and torture. 

Ignatius Mychaylevych, an ex-Basilian, the spiritual director of the Basilian sisters in Vitebsk, apostatized, subscribed a renouncement of the Catholic Church. Afterwards, his words addressed to the sisters were entirely soaked with the spirit of betrayal: “Unless the heavenly Father and the Lord Jesus Christ defends His interests Himself, why then should I let my head be dashed for these interests? If there is God in heaven, why is He letting Moscow and the czars have new and new successes all the time? What will your sighs, tears and prayers help here? It is the same as the squeak of a tit in cat’s teeth before death.” 

Nonetheless, the Mother Superior did not submit to their influence, she replied: “Pagan Rome was destroying Christianity with fire and sword, with burning pitch and lion’s teeth throughout 325 long years. Christ has overcome, not Neroes or Diocletians. The Saviour says even today: ‘Do not fear, I have overcome the world’ (Jn 16:33).” 

Another time the sisters heard Mychaylevych saying: “By signing the conversion to Orthodoxy I only followed the example of our archshepherds Simashko… Where the shepherds go, the sheep are to follow!” 

The Mother Superior said dauntlessly: “Simashko is no archshepherd to us, but a Judas – traitor, a wolf in sheep’s clothing.”

Simashko obliged Mychaylevych to force the sisters to apostatize to Orthodoxy and if they would not be willing to do so, he laid the following punishments upon them: hard physical labour in a stone-pit during which the sisters were to be shackled with fetters to iron carts, reduced portion of food, once or twice a week scourging each sister to blood, during the scourging each of them was to get 30 stripes at the least. The letter read: “We shall see whether in these conditions they will feel like holding on in the Roman heresy.” Subscribed below there was: “Most humble and God-beloved Joseph, Bishop of Lithuania.”

On Easter Sunday Mychaylevych asked the sisters if they had already made up their mind. The sisters replied that they had: “No subscription until death. Christ is our strength and holy is His resurrection! Firmness in the holy faith is the best celebration of Easter.” Mychaylevych did not know what to do, what method to use to make the sisters submit: “You are worse than pagan and godless women, for on the very Easter Day you refused to confess and receive the Body and the Blood of Christ and you did not attend the liturgy in the church.” The sisters kept unshakeable: “We received the spiritual Holy Communion as you, father, had taught us before your apostasy. We will not go to the church, only if you sign that you return to the holy Catholic Church, otherwise you will drag only our corpses into the temple profaned by you.” 

Mychaylevych falsified the signature of the superioress and thus faked their apostasy to Orthodoxy. Simashko brought the royal insignia for the Mother Superior and promoted her to the position of Superior General. As a gift of reward he brought her a golden crosier and St. Gregory’s imperial order of the first grade as an evidence of special favour. But then the Mother Superior gave him an axe and said: “You were our shepherd before, now be our executioner!”

Within one year under hard labours 30 sisters died due to hunger and torture. Four sisters managed to escape. One of them, sr. Makryna Myechyslavska, managed to arrive at Rome, have a personal audience with the Pope and inform him of the situation. The Pope helped sr. Makryna to found a contemplative Basilian monastery in Rome, which in 1929 was transferred to the Vatican premises in Albano near Rome. 

In this year 2006 this contemplative monastery on the Papal territory in Albano (Castel Gandolfo) has been liquidated by guilt of the General Superior of the sisters of active life, sr. Alphonsa Danovych. 

In the year 1832, when the bishop-apostate Simashko was liquidating the Greek-Catholic Church, the line was clear – signing the apostasy to Orthodoxy was a betrayal of Christ and His Church. Everybody could discern who was a traitor and who kept faithful. 

Today, in the time of a hidden fight with the antichristian spirit, there is no subscription required of the sisters of OSBM as an evidence of betrayal of Christ and of the Gospel. The attack is aimed straight at the substance. Everyone who joins the Order must change the spirit. A means to it is an official formation based on modern psychologies, practical occultism through the propagation of homoeopathy and a luxurious way of life. The aim is to turn religious sisters into New Age workers. In Ukraine it is the most reliable method how to strike the nation from within and then to smite the earth with a curse. That is also why this New Age spirit finds it much more suitable when outwardly everything keeps in its place – wearing a habit, living in monasteries and above all keeping obedience to the superiors who are involved in the system where they are doped by this spirit time and time again. For this purpose there are officially organized “religious” happenings, such as various collective courses, seminars and congresses of religious. Noone can slip out, so that there is nothing to be compared with and so that it cannot be recognized what kind of spirit is ruling that all. The Order must keep the form of obedience to these official superiors so that the one who receives the prophetic voice and starts discerning the spirit of truth from the spirit of lie should feel like a rebel, like a disobedient and therefore suspicious character who is offending against the superiors as well as against the Church hierarchy and is thus getting beyond this so-called Church. As for others, the aim is to rouse fear in them lest they also might get into such a position in which one is exteriorly automatically condemned. 

This is the antichristian system in the Church. To remain a part of it means to lose sound perception and consequently even eternal life. To resist it means to dare look in the eyes of others like a rebel against the Church, because the antichristian spirit got incarnate in the official Church structures, and not to identify oneself with it means in this stage to run to moral death since all looks like a rebellion against the Church itself. The persecutors of those who want to keep faithful to Jesus are no longer external enemies or marked traitors, but their own superiors. Jesus’ words: “… and whoever kills you will think that he is offering service to God,” (Jn 16:2) thus become quite understandable. 

c) Efforts to liquidate the contemplative monastery (Bryukhovychi)

When in 2004 sr. Alphonsa began attacking the contemplative sisters in Lviv – Bryukhovychi arguing that their legal status as a monastery within the religious order is not in accordance with the codex CCEO, she thus aimed to draw them officially and juridically into centralization. The sisters consulted a canonist and discovered that juridically they are not included in any centralization as there is no document about it. Even in the time of Communism they were autonomous in the way they had been established by the Metropolitan A. Sheptytskyi in 1925, and they had never had anything in common with the sisters of active life. When coming out of illegality (1990-1992) the OSBM leadership with the General Superior from USA abused the then situation in order to bring the contemplative monastery under their jurisdiction. The sisters were never told clearly what the matter was, they continued their novitiate, their contemplative spirituality and their leadership. Noone interfered in their spirituality. Only in 2004 the General Superior OSBM sr. Alphonsa Danovych announced to them that according to the new Codex their legal status was unclear and therefore it needed to be treated legally. Only then the sisters realized that they needed to take a clear position, whether they wished to merge with the active sisters or to confirm and renew their contemplative identity and charisma. Therefore a monastery assembly, as the supreme executive body, gathered and voted with one voice that they insist on the identity of an autonomous contemplative monastery in the way as it was established by the Metropolitan A. Sheptytskyi and that they do not have and do not want to have anything in common with the rule of the General Superior of the active sisters. Nevertheless, sr. Alphonsa, who uses her influence with the Congregation for the Oriental Churches, claimed counter to all regulations and law and even counter to all logic that the contemplative sisters are under her jurisdiction. In September 2006 she wrote a letter to all bishops of the UGCC Synod with false information intending to defame the contemplative sisters. Consequently, the sisters were forced to send these bishops at least the elementary true facts concerning their existence and their legal status. 

During all term of her office neither the old sisters nor the novitiate received from sr. Alphonsa the support allotted to them by the foreign charity organization Kirche in Not. She kept the money back and only checked the sisters whether they wrote letters of thanks. Without these letters of thanks, in fact, there would be no other support granted. 

However, this was far from being the reason why the contemplative sisters did not want to have anything in common with centralization. The main reason was that they saw that the spirit of the world and intrigues would completely destroy their contemplative charisma and their vocation, too. So they did not intend to resign their right at any cost. Sr. Alphonsa instigated the head of UGCC (Ukrainian Greek-Catholic Church) Card. L. Husar who consequently wrote a letter to the charity organization to cease the existential support for old sick sisters, two of whom are invalids of the first class and it is inevitable that for each of them there should be two sisters for incessant care. As long as the financial support was sent to the account of the Generalate OSBM, sr. Alphonsa received it quietly, but did not hand it over; however, as soon as the support started to be sent directly to the contemplative sisters and sr. Alphonsa saw that she would no longer be able to keep it for herself, she immediately used her influence and ceased it.  

What psychological techniques does the antichristian spirit use? The example is sr. Alphonsa OSBM. During her last visitation in the contemplative monastery her behaviour was in the manner as follows, as it was taken down by the sisters in their testimonies right after the personal dialogue which she had with each of them – sister D. testifies: “Sister Alphonsa sat beside me, during all the time that she was talking to me she was holding both my hands, when she noticed that I felt uncomfortable, she said to me: ‘Do not be afraid, that won’t harm you; if I held you so for an hour, then it could affect you somehow.’”

She was holding sister J. almost for 10 minutes, yet not by her hands but in an embrace. Moreover sr. Alphonsa wanted the sister to look in her eyes, which then resulted in a bit of absurdity. The sister did not want to behave roughly so she passively waited till sr. Alphonsa released her hold. 

She used similar methods in contact with other sisters, too. She uncompromisingly demanded from all sisters that they should look into her eyes. When some of them did not want to do so, she ridiculed them: “Do they teach you so?” 

During one personal dialogue which took place before the visitation sr. Alphonsa sat so close, as testifies sister M., that during all that time she was leaning upon her knees, yet not just lightly but literally leaning. So she was close to sr. M. with her face and the whole scene was to make an impression of great interest and understanding. All sisters concurred that nobody had ever treated them in such a way. 

The paradox is that after all these embraces which were to make an impression of cordiality sr. Alphonsa immediately visited Card. L. Husar and created quite an opposite impression. She repeated with pretended alarm: “What is going on there!” It was again only a psychological creation of atmosphere. She owed adding the following: “No internal problems, the sisters live in exemplary sisterly love and harmony, throughout 80 years nobody has left the monastery! What’s going on there?!” 

Diagnosis of the present era

Nowadays we can see a vast mission of Jehovah’s Witnesses, Mormons, Moslems spreading through Europe. Within the last 30 years there have been 2500 mosques built up in Germany out of which 39 are suspected of Islamism and 15 have been designated as extremely dangerous. In 7 years the majority of citizens in the six biggest cities in the Netherlands will already be Moslems. In France, England, Italy and in other European states they are performing an inconspicuous mission through migration and families with numerous offspring. Buddhists are likewise spreading their influence through martial arts, oriental philosophies, Chinese national medicine, alternative medicine, acupuncture, acupressure, Chinese point massages, teachings on yin and yang, Asian culture: e.g. garden trimming in a style of so-called bonsai, ceramics and all kinds of decoration with Chinese religious symbolism (dragons, snakes) etc. 

Hinduism is spreading by way of yoga exercise which is being propagated in psychiatry, in education... There are even meditations propagated towards a so-called revival of Christianity. Hinduism is connected with guruism – worshipping people and animals as gods, there are ashrams founded as centres of meditation and cult. In Europe there are many sects spreading on the strength of hinduism (Hare Krishna, transcendental meditation…). 

The spirit of paganism is inconspicuously and covertly penetrating especially into schools which include classes in religionistics promoting hinduism, buddhism, islam and bringing the fallen-away generation of Christians such thinking according to which all religions are one in essence. The Focolare movement together with its founder Chiara Lubich is also promoting this false unity with the world, with hinduism and buddhism. 

Next the spirit of the world is forming and manipulating people through: 

· television

· playing automats

· computer games

· virtual reality

·  internet

· new psychologies, philosophies and literature connected with moral and occult impurity – these dispose to abortions, euthanasia, alcohol, drugs, sects; further martial arts, impure journals for the youth (e.g. Bravo), Waldorf school

· music and films leading to violence, impurity, anarchy, occultism, even to satanism; (walkmans, discothèques)

· pansexuality, homosexuality, pornography, impure fashion 

· propagation of oriental meditations by Christians and religious persons (e.g. Jesuits)

· alternative medicine, in majority of cases connected with occultism and new psychologies; all this violates one’s mental health and then this destruction is normalized. 

If a religious sister is to work as a catechist, one can say that in the present overtechnologized time it escapes any effect. Almost every child has its own mobile-phone, a computer with a multitude of games, many times violent ones, almost every house has a satellite. Using drugs and alcohol has become a norm. In this atmosphere and the more so when the sister herself is not converted and does not have spiritual hinterland it is simply impossible for her to mediate the knowledge of God to children. 

Diagnosis of the religious life

We can divide religious persons into four groups: 

1) Active bearers of the spirit of the world and of the spirit of the New Age. These are using all psychological methods in order to unify Christianity with the spirit of the world and besides, they are training up cadres which are then pushed through by them upon the key posts in the Church. Their purpose is to present heresies and spirit of the world as an official attitude of the Church. They are very progressive, guileful like snakes and they are strong-willedly pursuing the achievement of power. They are mostly intelligent, that means mental, some of them even spiritual; however, it is not in the Spirit of Christ but in the spirit of antichrist, ruled by pride and careerism. This caste has nothing in common with spiritual life and with the true following of Christ. They do not want to get converted and that is why sooner or later they overtly betray Christ, press others to do the same and do not permit any true life in the Church (in the religious order) so that there can be no changes which would deprive them of their posts. They persecute those who defend Christ, label them as rebels, and since there is no prophetic office working in the Church, they act as the official Church, in spite of the fact that they no longer belong to the Mystical body of Christ and are actually the cause of its internal decay. There is a negligible hope that anyone of them could get converted, because for the most part they are committing sin against the Holy Spirit. 


In Ukraine one can count among them the order of Jesuits, too, who during their retreats by help of psychotechniques, parapsychology and oriental meditations actively open other religious to the spirit of the New Age. How is it possible that nobody is able to discern their activity and forbid it? A signal of  terrible blindness is the fact that the Church superiors (hierarchy) on the contrary are building up their reputation, and so performing this anti-Church activity the Jesuits have won fame within the Church. Sister Dia as the head of religious has never said a clear word; on the contrary, she even propagates such retreats. 


Within the OSBM Order it is above all sr. Alphonsa who is preserving and pushing through this New Age spirit, as well as sr. Dia. 

2) The second group is comprised of such religious who have already received and incorporated this spirit of the world, through which their monasteries became secularized. This lifestyle has been raised by them to a norm. This group represents a majority. These religious are not able to lead anyone either to conversion or to a living faith and they do not even consider it important. They work on the basis of psychologies and various exterior activities. On the face they may be decent, have various academic titles; however, they are thus even more confusing others because their heart is in darkness. In such monasteries there is not the Spirit of God but the spirit of deceit. These are mostly cowards (see Rev 21:8) who, in fact, mind only their business and have no relation to Christ. 

3) The third group is constituted of frank converted individuals who have to hide, are persecuted and have to live in their own secularized religious order like partisans. Even if it happens that they hold some key post in their religious order, in any case they are not allowed to live publicly by the Spirit of Christ. 

4) In the fourth group there are team-activists who represent the voice of conscience in the Church. These are persecuted by the first and the second group, liquidated by means of various intrigues and called rebels and disobedient. They live by a spirit of repentance and by a living faith in Christ. These cannot get any Church power because the internal enemies of the Church who are in power are aware that this would stir some  motion, a spiritual awakening, and thus the whole diocese (eparchy) could become converted. There are only few people in the fourth group. They are persecuted not only by the Church officials but also by the civil government because they preach the living Christ. 

If we take a biblical norm for the Church, i.e. the reality that it is the Mystical body of Christ, not only some kind of external organization, then it includes only the members of the third and the fourth group, the ones  who have the Spirit of Christ and belong to His little flock (cf. Lk 12:32).

This division also refers to bishops, priests and laymen. Unfortunately, even here the majority pertains to the second group. Therefore it is necessary to preach the Gospel in fullness and power. Therefore conversion and repentance are necessary for everyone. 

By the decentralization of the Order there will at the same time come even the polarization of the religious and it will be overtly revealed who is in which group. The religious of the third and fourth group will thus be given a just possibility to live a true spiritual life without having to hide from the spirit and dictatorship of the people of this world. 

The need of the time 

What is the need of the Church in the present time? It is to help the bishops and priests to change traditional parishes into living ones. How? By establishing small living communities which will have the same spirit of true unity and the same spirit of apostolic teaching as the Church in Jerusalem (Acts 4:32). This is the need of the present-day paralyzed Church. How are women religious to respond to it? (Men religious have a different task: mission, evangelization, discipleship.) The first and the most important task of women religious is to witness by their converted life and example. External activity is nowadays not the most vital task of theirs. Today the foundations are being destroyed. They need to be built. Personal faith, personal repentance – this is the most important thing. Someone must launch out into the deep so that those who are in the world could be able to stand the fight. Through the spirit of the world people fall into decay. Without the spirit of prayer and repentance and without a religious community with the spirit of the Gospel the women religious will not be the salt and the leaven of the world and they will not be able to stand. 

What is the most important thing nowadays? Spiritual centres of true, Christian and Catholic faith where others can come and draw the power of the Holy Spirit. There is a need of places where dwells the Spirit of God, evangelical principles and truthfulness. The women religious should now withdraw from external activity, otherwise they will not be able to give anything. It is needful that they make a certain stop, e.g. a sabbatic year (2007) and through conversion, contemplative prayer and spirit of repentance be then able to see vital problems and the real need of the present time. If the renewal of the Church is to come as in the times of the early Christians, what is needful for it? To come out of the world (Eph 2:1-4), to get converted, to choose a new lifestyle where my Lord is Jesus, to receive His mind (Phil 2:5) and then to walk in the Spirit, i.e. to follow Him (Mt 16:24f).

In each revived parish there should be a small monastery of sisters (4-7) as a house of prayer and as the spiritual heart of the parish! 

Then it is possible to give time to the people from the world who come to the monastery to draw light and strength and who want to be engaged faithfully in the apostolate (to women leading prayer-, biblical and evangelistic groups). Women religious who fully devote themselves to prayer and God’s Word (cf. Acts 6:4) and whose mutual relations are formed by God’s Word and prayer connected with self-humiliation are able to pass over the true life and the Spirit of Christ to those who honestly desire it. 

The solution – decentralization

Decentralization must give space to an alternative, otherwise the Divine life is choked and the monasteries turn into centres of the New Age (example: one Benedictine monastery transferred to the “spirituality” of zen-buddhism). 

Decentralization into women’s monasteries gives the liberty to have this opportunity with the religious sisters who want to live truly and perceive the substance of the religious life. 

Through centralization the whole Order is nowadays ruled by the spirit of the world and by the New Age spirit, and the genuine religious sisters (the third group) are thus persecuted, and those who pertain to the fourth group have to leave the Order. Nowadays even the very founders of the religious orders would be dismissed as rebels. Provided that by way of decentralization there are conditions rendered for the official establishment of monasteries with the Spirit of Christ, many of the religious sisters from the second group, who would decide to go through a recollection in these monasteries, get converted and live a new religious life, could afterwards transfer permanently to these monasteries. Making the appearance of religious sisters but not being them in heart is a terrible deceit. And this refers to those who rejected the spirit of repentance! Ensnaring simple souls by using the holiness of the founder and then not permitting them to follow him in practice is a crime! And above all one is not permitting them to follow Jesus Christ, which is the condition of salvation for every believer! 

What can serve in achieving this polarization and historic change in the religious life is the year 2007 as a sabbatic year. How to spend it? To find two days in a week for prayer and solitude. It would be ideal to practise the programme of a contemplative monastery (see Four Words from Ukraine: On contemplative prayer; www.community.org.ua) or to consult a contemplative monastery how to make the most of this year. The active religious orders should de facto adopt a contemplative life and from this should then stem their external activity. 

Small monasteries of sisters with the fire of the Holy Spirit, this is the need of the time! Instead of superficial activities in the world the religious sisters should launch out into the deep in their personal relation to Christ through interior prayer and only then they can serve in the power of the Spirit. The programme is biblical: “We will devote ourselves to prayer and to the ministry of the Word.” (Acts 6:4) – the model is the community of believers in Jerusalem. They had one heart and one soul. This task of the unity of heart was performed by the new Eve, the new woman, Mary! And every sister is to be Her daughter. Every sister needs to break up with the pride and unbelief of Eve and to become Mary who brings the living Christ. 

This reform of parishes and thereby of the whole Church concerns also bishops and priests who are directly connected with it. That is why it is necessary to pray for them already now and to become the propitiation for this return to the biblical ideal, which is the community of the early Christians in Jerusalem – together with the apostles, where the spiritual heart is the Mother of God. 

You, dear sisters, accept Her service towards the renewal of the Church! This is true feminization, changing the nature of Eve and becoming spiritual mothers who bring living Jesus to souls!

External reforms which could open space for the spirit of renewal will solve nothing unless they are connected with the spirit of repentance. However, provided the external reform is connected with the internal one, then the fruit is a spiritual awakening – resurrection! 

Fr. Eliáš A. Dohnal ThD. OSBM

Fr. Markian V. Hitiuk ThLic. OSBM

Fr. Cyril J. Špiřík ThD. Ing. OSBM

Fr. Metoděj R. Špiřík ThD. OSBM

Pidhirtsi 22nd December 2006

[image: image1.png]Model of a parish
Community in Jerusalem

(Acts 2:42)

o
£

g &

& &
&
.

Martyres

=
&
p=
5
3
A
L
g
2
a
!
(¢}
a,
Q
B

PRIEST

MONASTERY
OF SISTERS

Disciples

/

QTHOM




Copies to: 

· Card. Tarcisio Bertone, State Secretary of Vatican 

· Congregation for Institutes of Consecrated Life and Societies of Apostolic Life
· Some monasteries 

Address: Monastery OSBM, 80660 Pidhirtsi, Brody district, Lviv region, Ukraine

www.community.org.ua
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