Diagnosis, Encyclic by St. Pius X.

Letter to Cardinals and Bishops of the Catholic Church

Dear Cardinals and Bishops,

we are turning to You in this historic time with an appeal that on the occasion of the 100th anniversary of publication of an extremely topical encyclical Pascendi Dominici Gregis (1907-2007) of St. Pius X. You should keep turning to the Holy Father Benedict XVI. with personal initiative (e.g. written) so that he could publish a similar topical encyclical. The reason is that the Church finds herself in a similar situation as at the beginning of the 20th century, yet now in a far more serious one. 

You, along with him, as shepherds in Your dioceses, bear the responsibility for the world-wide Church. By abuse of the so-called postconciliar spirit the Church has come to a stage of internal decay which is getting near a collapse. At the turn of millenium God’s Providence has called You so that as wise and holy shepherds You should treat this onerous situation. Several days before his election, the Holy Father said in Subiaco: “In this historic time we especially need people who by enlightened and lived faith will make God visible in this world. We need people whose mind is enlightened by the Divine light and who have their hearts opened by God, so that their mind may speak to the minds of others and their heart may open the hearts of others. Only through people who have been touched by God can God return among people…” (1st April 2005, Subiaco)

You, dear fathers, be those wise mediators of God for the whole Church right now when in support of her revival it is necessary to make painful interventions inside, and one needs the wisdom and help of God. Thank to God as well as to Your unity with the Holy Father, the Holy Father could make very important changes in the structure of the State Secretariate of Vatican connected with the withdrawal of the State Secretary Card. Angelo Sodano and appoint to the forefront not some diplomat, but a theologian perceiving internal pains of the mystical body of Christ – the Church. That painful task in front of which You now stand is to set a true diagnosis of the contemporary Church. The situation is so tragic that only the very fact that one makes a stop and does not want to flee from responsibility is heroism. Encourage the Holy Father so that with the help of select specialists, yet at the same time people of God, too, he should make this painful diagnosis, so that encouraged and supported by Your unity he could then with Your help start the inevitable, yet saving operation. May St. Pius X., who at the beginning of the past century was in a similar situation, be a model and an example to him. 

What is the hinge of the problem? It is the so-called new theological science which is built on a so-called historic-critical method. During the studies every candidate of priesthood is exposed to a several-year-long systematic influence of the spirit of atheism which is connected with this method. In addition the Holy Father should also say a critical word and consequently also to take a radical step towards a removal of the influence of the false interpretation of Nostra aetate and false respect for other religions which is abused for religious relativism and syncretism.  

The sorrowful state of the Church requires effective measures to condemn this whole pernicious system of historic-critical theology (HCT). In this phase that cannot be just brotherly admonitions, but concrete challenges to concrete professors and to other authorities in the Church by whom HCT is propagated and spread, that they must break up with that spirit and stop teaching in this way. In case they do not obey, then it will be necessary to actualize even sanctions in favour of the whole with the aim of a spiritual revival of the Church. This cannot be helped by long discussions, this needs a wise and brave step without which the situation will not change and the process of decay will continue further. This operation will painfully strike each of You. You will either stand up by the side of the Holy Father as initiators and symphatizers, or there is also such possibility that some of You will even stand up against. Here one will truthfully apply the words of Christ: “I have not come to bring (false) peace, but rather a sword. In one house there will be two against three.” (Lk 12:51f) The responsibility in front of God and in front of the whole Church does not fall on the Holy Father alone, but on every one of You, and that on each personally! Here it is not possible to back out of the responsibility into which You have been put. The Church is bleeding inside, and therefore one must not procrastinate the decision. The Holy Father has never in the past been an armour-plated cardinal but he always was only too humane and therefore he needs Your initiative and Your moral support without which this God’s demand, which God is laying upon him, cannot be fulfilled by him. Certainly it is necessary to appeal to the faithful in Your dioceses for prayers (see Four Words from Ukraine, www.community.org.ua), so that they could also take the responsibility in front of God for the whole Church and call day and night to God for wisdom and strength for the Holy Father as well as for You. 

Now some views regarding internal problems: 

W. Kasper is a well-known German dogmatist. Liberal theologians have created around him a nimbus of an incontestable authority of current theology. Putting questions to his ideas is regarded as incorrectness, even as audacity. Several years ago he was promoted cardinal of the Catholic Church and is responsible for ecumenism. 

Out of the ideas by W. Kasper (Teologie und Kirche – Verlag 1987) one can set up a model of a process of change of theology:

1st step: Removal of the Catholic theology

W. Kasper claims: “It is necessary to free oneself from the imprisonment of the neoscholastic system… A return back to the ghetto of the old scholastic theology is excluded.” Both scholastics and dogmata are condemned by a phrase: “Abstract scientific system.” Yet, in fact, the dogmata are quite concrete and simple. 

2nd step: Enforcement of a new so-called scientific theology

Against the so-called “ghetto of scholastics”, against the so-called “abstract scientific system”, W. Kasper points at a new theology that allegedly is built on “a living process of tradition” and on “transference of the Gospel of Jesus Christ into the present”. However, this is a deceit. Behind a living Christian terminology there is a different content and a different spirit hidden, which kills the truth as well as souls that got opened to it. Here the matter is no “living process of tradition” and the less so real and genuine “transference of the Gospel of Jesus Christ into the present”. In reality, the point is to push through the spirit and the method of HCT that liquidates at the root both the Gospel and the living tradition as well as the living, true and saving faith! 

3rd step: Removal of the Tradition

Kasper first casts doubt on the tradition: “In this process of tradition dogma certainly occupies a special place; however, it is by no means its only and most important feature.” Then Kasper simply leaves out the tradition and claims that dogma is related only to the Scripture: “Dogma must be conceived as a binding ecclesiastical interpretation of the Scripture, therefore it must again be interpreted (only) on the basis of the Scripture.” If dogmata are separated from the tradition and interpreted only by the Scripture, which but already is under the control of HCT, then it is a way to the removal of dogma. That was why first one needed to remove the tradition which was an obstacle to it. 

4th step: Enforcement of a new tradition

When the tradition is left out, then dogma may be determined only by the Scripture; however, the Scripture, according to the axiom given beforehand, can be “scientifically” and “correctly” interpreted only by experts of HCT. Yet then this interpretation of the Scripture, which is built on atheistic philosophy, is not only a so-called new soul of the Scripture but even of the new so-called scientific theology – that means of new dogmatics! Kasper writes: “Currently the rediscovery of the Scripture as of the soul of whole theology brings along also the adoption of the historic-critical interpretation (HCT) in dogmatics.” What does it mean? Providing that dogmatics is interpreted by HCT, then it is no longer Catholic dogmatics which is to defend and interpret the Divine truths and the teaching of the Church anchored in the tradition of the apostles, in the tradition of the Fathers and tradition of saints, but it is antidogmatics which preaches lies and heresies and teaching of an anti-Church! This “new magisterium” presents heresies to be believed, e.g. that Jesus is no God, that He did not rise from the dead, that the Scripture is not inspired by God etc.

Here it is true that under such conditions the Catholic Church is Catholic no longer and the one who has opened oneself to the new magisterium of HCT is no longer a Christian but an apostate who unless he is converted and unless he breaks up with this teaching and with this atheistic spirit, will not be saved either! (Mt 16:16) The tragedy is that the adherents of HCT have created a public opinion in the Church that their teaching is the only official teaching of the Catholic Church! This is the fruit of the new magisterium!

The Holy Father on HCT

“HCT by its very essence does not tolerate any limitation from the side of the authorities of the Magisterium. It does not take cognizance of any other competent authority, but only of its own (presumed and false, so-called) historical arguments.” 

Critical view of scholastics 

W. Kasper writes: “A historic event of pivotal importance in Catholic theology of the 20th century undoubtedly is the condemnation of scholastics… we cannot and must not go back!” 

Kasper does not back up his statement with any solid argument! We admit that scholastics had its negatives (danger of rationalism) and that was the extreme emphasizing of reason and theorization to the detriment of practical following of Christ. The touchstone was the appearance of M. Luther and a mass apostasy from the Catholic Church in the 16th century. It is absurd if one wants to make personal and saving faith into some scientific discipline. Yet the present-day enemies do not reproach scholastics for this thing. For what they are, in fact, interfered by is those positive things and that is openness for truth and genuine faith; this is what both W. Kasper and K. Rahner are interfered by. 

The method of HCT is lie

Noone would suppose that in propagation of heretical teaching and spirit which is behind it Kasper makes use of pure Catholic terminology! Kasper writes: “Dogma must be accepted as a binding ecclesiastical interpretation of the Scripture.”

Without any problem Kasper uses an expression that dogma is “a binding ecclesiastical interpretation”, and this is what every genuine Catholic gladly agrees with, that at last there is something stable. From psychological aspect such person is going to make unity with Kasper, have willingness to trust him and accept all that he says! 

The term “dogma” likewise is not ridiculed here but taken seriously. Yet this sentence, seemingly correctly dogmatically formulated, actually is a trap! The whole statement would be true if behind the word “the Scripture” he would add “and the Tradition”. This term “the Scripture and the Tradition” would guarantee Catholicity in relation to the Scripture. Without the Catholic tradition and the Magisterium one can abuse the letter of the Scriptures. As a proof of it can serve all sects which appeal only to the Holy Scripture, as e.g. Jehovah’s Witnesses; however, these then create a false magisterium (Brooklyn) and false dogmata; and it is similar with HCT, too. They call themselves the Church, even the only and the true one, and their believers accept their dogmata as “a binding ecclesiastical interpretation of the Scripture”. But this is a cheat! Why? Because behind this statement there is a different spirit and a different content. They are not the only, holy, apostolic and Catholic Church (see The Creed) and the belief in their dogmata is not the same as the apostles had, e.g. St. Paul, and therefore they even do not have the same Spirit as he did. We come to a conclusion that adherents of HCT teaching are a sect just as Jehovah’s Witnesses, only with that difference that Jehovah’s Witnesses are outside the Catholic Church, whereas HCT is a sect right inside the Church! 

If one does not notice a seeming trifle which consists just in the intentional omission of the word “Tradition”, one then cannot realize that one is drawn into a field which no longer has anything in common with the true Catholic Magisterium represented by the Holy Father. This cannot be changed even by the fact that HCT adherents more or less formally acknowledge him. 

What does a genuine Catholic believer imagine under the term “Holy Scripture”? First, that it is the Word of God inspired by the Holy Spirit. The true Catholic interpretation of the Scripture is guaranteed for us by the Magisterium of the Church represented by the Holy Father. If the truths of the Scripture are invaded, then the Magisterium (Papacy) on the basis of the Scripture and the Tradition bindingly formulates articles of faith – dogmata. 

What is the view of the Holy Scripture by the new theology which in the Catholic Church is promoted by W. Kasper? The Holy Scripture is treated as a purely human product which can be interpreted only in compliance with HCT which but is built on the basis of atheistic philosophy.

What does a genuine Catholic believer imagine under the term “a binding ecclesiastical interpretation”? Only what the Magisterium, represented by the Pope, submits him/her to believe. This is a guarantee of trueness and one needs not be afraid of falling into a trap of some heresy. 

What does W. Kasper imagine under the term “a binding ecclesiastical interpretation”; in other words, what kind of magisterium does he acknowledge, whether the one that is guaranteed by the Papacy or the one that is preached by the new theology with the spirit of HCT? The answer is clear and that is also why the majority of adherents of the new theology stand up against the true Magisterium and against the primacy of the Roman Pontiff – the Papacy. 

Whom the HCT theologians call to be the Church? First of all themselves and then all the deceived who have adopted the new theology, new magisterium and new dogmata which are founded on HCT! 

If we compare the adherents of the new theology with some other sect, e.g. with the sect of Jehovah’s Witnesses, we can see that they have very similar methods and spirit; however, HCT is inside the Church and makes an impression that they, heretics together with their heresies, are the official Church. This lie works because of the fact that they make use of pure Catholic terminology which they abuse for pushing through of heresies and heretical spirit. 

This HCT spirit above all abuses theological schools (faculties) to spread its new dogmata. Even if there remained some faithful Catholic professors at these theological faculties, they are mostly atomized – they do not have unity, are afraid to promote the truth and are considered adherents of unscientific scholastic theology which along with them is said to have its place in ghetto. 

Compared with them, adherents of HCT make unity, they seek to occupy the key posts at faculties and win the students for HCT even by help of psychological deceits and manipulations. This spirit of HCT has by this time taken control at almost all theological faculties. They have already educated a generation of their own graduates who are spreading these heresies with ardour. The solution is such: to instruct and then appeal to all teachers of theology to renounce this spirit of HCT and to stop teaching in this way. If they will not want to do so, then they must be expelled from the school, similarly as it was done by Cardinal M. Vlk in Prague (CR) in an opposite case. He, so to say, “purified the faculty” of “conservative” professors. He expelled them ungroundedly by help of the secular power! This cardinal – focolarine created “a uniform teaching” and “a uniform spirit” and that exclusively out of the adherents of the new theology of HCT. In this he saw practical manifestation of focolarine “love and unity”. 

Supposing that some will not want to forsake this heretical teaching, then they can freely leave the Catholic Church and without any problem they can establish their own Church, just as it was done in CR in 1920 by theologians and priests who opened themselves to the same spirit called modernism. The Church must be purified of this infection even at the price that more than half of the Church will fall away. Salvation nowadays is not possible without this painful operation! 

A testimony of the student of R. Bultmann:

Professor E. Linnemann, a former student of R. Bultmann, says: “It has been decided to stand up in opposition to the Word of God as the revealed truth, and to stand up on the side of the wisdom of this world which in essence is atheistic even though it is holding the form of religion or taking God’s name in its mouth… As historic-critical theology so its historical science are based on lie. Therefore science here is not a synonym of truth but a rebellion against God which unjustly suppresses the truth. The acquired true knowledge is broken and distorted by lie… 

… God’s children, one generation after another, those who were willing and eager to serve God, those we let ‘pass through the fire’ and sacrificed them to this Moloch of atheistic theology. The result is generations of misled misleaders. When at length will we get converted and leave this idolatry?…

Who once starts going this way of godlessness, is no longer free in his decisions; there is something or someone that forces him. This pressure is not exerted just through practised methods. This is demonic powers under the pressure of which falls everyone who starts going this way. From that moment one is no longer free but is under the control of irresistible power. 

If the Churches (both Catholic and Protestant) condition the access to the office of a parish-priest exclusively according to the regulated study at these theological faculties, (thereby they are actually authorizing this whole system which liquidates the essence of Christianity)! How great responsibility every bishop has in front of God, students and believers when by his silence he is giving consent to the spread of HCT at theological faculties and in the diocese!!!…”

St. Pius X. writes:

“Who hears how much incorrectnesses they (modernists, today HCT adherents) discovered, the one can easily believe that noone had ever read or studied the Holy Scripture before them. However, before them there was a whole scale of scholars who far surpassed them in talent, education and holiness of life. And these humble scholars not only did not degrade the Holy Scripture but, on the contrary, the more carefully they were searching into it, the more earnestly they were giving thanks to God that He had resolved to talk to people in this way. In their study of the Holy Scripture these teachers were not using such means as modernists (present-day HCT) who base on philosophy which denies God. Nor their reason did they regard as the highest or absolute criterion of their conclusions. We suppose that it is clear to everyone what kind of method it is. First there goes a philosopher (unbeliever), after him there comes a historian (unbeliever), these are followed by atheistic criticism, as internal so textual. The main direction is determined by atheistic philosophy, therefore the matter discussed is eventually not ordinary (objective) criticism but agnostic, immanent and evolutionistic one. And thus, who acknowledges and uses it, acknowledges the heresies contained in it and is an opponent to the Catholic doctrine.

… Bishops have a duty to take care that modernistic (today HCT) writings should not be allowed to be read by young men in seminaries. These are even more harmful than immoral books (and pornography), for they are breaking the foundations of Christian life…

So we wish that bishops put aside any fear or worldly caution, not caring about the shouting of the evil ones, and that each of them mildly but resolutely fulfil his duty.

… Therefore, following the example of St. Charles Borromeo, I summon a congress so that in every diocese an advisory council is established comprised of well-tested men of clergy (note: beware, not of those who have by now opened themselves for those heresies!).

… The duty of the advisory council is to issue well-considered but quickly effective regulations for the protection of the clergy and the youth. They are not allowed to introduce new expressions or  new terminology. It is not allowed to approve such expressions in the writings of Catholics that ridicule true faith and piety…

… Theologians of a certain stream (today of HCT) are trying to get hold of the key positions in the Church, so that they thus could win as many adherents as possible. They are trying to usurp the academic posts in clerical seminaries which they are eventually turning into posts of pestilential contagion! What kind of methods do they use to win students and the youth? Uproarious emphasizing of (alleged) scientism and  holding  the opponents up to ridicule.

Therefore we can no longer be silent, so as not to seem that we do not care about our greatest duties. We are urged especially by the circumstance that today the adherents of heresies are not to be sought among evident enemies only, but that they are hiding in the very bosom and heart of the Church, and they are the more harmful the less they are evident or known… For these men do not endeavour after the destruction of the Church from the outside but from the inside. The more responsible positions these covert heretics hold in the Church and the more intimate information they have of the inner structure of the Church, the more greater and dangerous catastrophe is impending. These covert heretics have laid their axe to the very root, namely to the faith and to the deepest nourishing roots of the faith!… So there is no article of the Catholic faith that they would spare or not try to undermine…”

The Holy Father Pius X. writes: “Therefore we can no longer be silent!” And he was not silent, he acted. About a half of professors and students had to leave the seminaries and at that price the pestilence was ceased for several decades untill it broke out again in the 60-ties in the last century. 

Even You, dear cardinals and bishops, together with the Holy Father Benedict XVI., can no longer be silent today, because otherwise the responsibility for the systematic liquidation of the Church will fall upon You. 

This atheistic theology disguising itself as science gained a monopoly in the Church and does not tolerate any alternative. Its new articles of faith, that means heresies which were already condemned by St. Pius X., are enforced by it to be believed by those who want to serve in the Lord’s vineyard. 

These are for example the following heresies:

“The (historical) Christ, as illustrated in history, stands deeply under the Christ that represents an article of faith.” (heresy № 29)

“… The resurrection of the Saviour is not a real historical event but an unproved and unprovable phenomenon, which has been gradually derived by the Christian consciousness (by the community of believers).” (heresy № 36)

“If an exegete wants to get occupied with Biblical studies, first of all he must put aside any prejudice of a supernatural origin (inspiration) of the Scriptures.” (heresy № 12)

Therefore the Holy Father calls: “We can no longer be silent!!!”

“A return back to the ghetto of atheistic theology (HCT) is excluded… We cannot and must not go back!” This paraphrase of the motto of W. Kasper can be fully applied to the false atheistic system which calls itself scientific theology! The time has come when this cancer must immediately be operated and everyone who wants to be saved and who wants to be a vital member of the mystical body of the Church must separate oneself from this bearings of death. 

Millions of souls have lost the relation to living Christ and millions were prevented from an opportunity to have this relation. Therefore a historic event at the beginning of the third millenium must be our definitive break-up with this system of lie and heresies which masks itself with orthodox phrases. Every child of God must wholly dissociate itself from this covert and criminal organization inside the Church and this arrogant, demagogic, terroristic, atheistic and spiritually killing system must be judged and condemned! There is no way back! The fruit of death borne by this system is misled misleaders whom we left to be sacrificed to the Moloch of atheistic theology!!!

We must either stand up on the side of Christ, the Holy Father and the sound, Catholic, apostolic tradition, or by our very passivity we side with Antichrist who outwardly appears as an “angel of light” (2Cor 11:14).

St. Paul the Apostle managed to stand up radically against the system which was destroying the living relation to Christ, that system being represented by circumcision and Old-Testament ceremoniousness which was inconspicuously destroying the essence and the Spirit of Christ; and when even St. Peter was misled by that spirit of Judaism for certain time, St. Paul rebuked him harshly (see Gal 2:14f). Because St. Paul lived the essence of the Gospel, that is the interior unity with Christ crucified and risen, he managed to stand up uncompromisingly against apparently neutral religiousness which worked out its own system and had a different spirit than the Spirit of Christ. At the beginning of the third millenium there is no other way for us: We have to get separated from the spirit of death and instead there must come a formation towards true holiness of the future generation of priests through discipleship (see letter “Renewal of Discipleship and Services in the Church”). 

We are not defending some dead orthodoxy which similarly to HCT, though in a different manner, hinders one from genuine biblical repentance and from opening oneself to living Christ. We are aiming at the substance. A genuine Christian does not need any Kants, Hegels, Marxes, Heideggers, Freuds, Jungs, Chardins, Bultmanns, Rahners, but what he needs is the living Christ and the living Gospel. The pattern and the way for us is only our Lord Jesus Christ and in the second place those men and women who had the Spirit of Christ and denied themselves, took up their cross and followed Him (cf. Mt 16:24). Those are the witnesses – martyres – to Christ! They are the living tradition of the Church!

Conclusion:

Therefore, Most Reverend Church fathers, take full charge of this problem of spiritual revival through a painful operation by way of which the Church must wholly and definitively separate herself from the monopolistic system of mendacious atheistic theology. 

Support the Holy Father so that he can start making concrete steps towards the spiritual reform. Be in full unity with him in this historic hour. Begin! We cannot wait any longer! (Pius X.)

On the Feast of Assumption of the Holy Virgin

year 2006
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