Pidhirci 28th July 2005

The Feast of St. Vladimir, the Apostle of Ukraine

His Holiness

Benedict XVI.

Supreme Pontiff

Città del Vaticano

Glory to Jesus Christ!

Your Holiness,

we are turning to You in a very serious matter, concerning the Ukrainian Greek-Catholic Church (UGCC). In this letter we are first pointing at how the spirit of the New Age is influencing the Church as a whole, then in more detail at its specific influence within the UGCC. Our main aim is a solution to it and that is the introduction of a prophetic authority subordinate directly to You through the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith.

Influence of the spirit of the New Age upon the Church as a whole

· Current pressure upon the Church

Christianity has always been exposed to various influences such as pressures of the world, of various pagan religions, philosophies (gnoses)  and heresies (christologic…), which attacked the essence and struggled to destroy the Church as from the outside so from the inside. The present situation is not different. Christianity has spread all over the world; this brought a great inculturation, a true one – when Christianity preserved its exclusive content, as well as a false one – when Christianity mixed with various pagan elements. 

Nowadays, the Church is under a big pressure of cultures with a pagan content. This pressure may be defined by several areas:

a) Demoralization, spirit of this world

One can see a public propagation of impurity, pornography, homosexuality. For the most part, young people are in the bondage of narcotism. Abortions have become a common thing. A powerful instrument of this immoral culture is found in modern music (rock, metal, satanic music bands with their concerts and tours). 

b) Spread of false philosophies

Through apparently innocent sports – martial arts, through yoga etc., the present generation has opened itself to philosophies – hinduist, buddhist, which are inseparably related with these practices. A new spiritual pagan thinking is now regarded as quite normal and common. One is not able to perceive that to Christians this is a completely strange and destructive element. Christ that was preached by Paul the Apostle is not present in this thinking and these systems, there are false Christs – avatars – that are promoted by the world religion of the New Age. There is no place for the living Christ – Christ of the Bible – here. 

c) Psychology

One promotes the introduction of a so-called new thinking, which becomes a programme for solving human problems in an individual as well as in a society. This is done without realizing the necessity of repentance, conversion, without knowing one’s own sinfulness. This psychology manipulates with human psychic, instead of leading to healing and liberation through knowing Christ and the truth. 

The Church has entirely opened itself to all these spheres, and thus Christianity is losing its identity and betraying its unique task given by God, namely the salvation of souls by preaching the full Gospel. 

· Situation after the Second Vatican Council and terms that influenced the Church thinking 
By the influence of an unclear definition one began to use certain mottoes, terms that brought new elements into the Church thinking, ones that are far from the Gospel and the Tradition of the Church Fathers. 

a) Respect for other religions
The term “respect for other religions” used in the documents of the Second Vatican Council has achieved an internal paralyzation of the Church. A false interpretation of this inaccurately defined sentence (Nostra aetate) has brought about a lot of confusion among Christians. Many have fallen away from the Church and many were prevented from preaching the full Gospel. Because this concept of respect was not clearly explained and no boundaries were defined, Christians in their fascination by and admiration for these religions have lost their own identity. The concept of respect was abused, similarly as the words “ray of truth” used in the document. This ray has turned into a big light, but a false one, one that seduced millions of souls from the Church into perdition. One needs to clearly distinguish between a respect for people, who are searching for truth in the religion, and a respect for their false ideas – naturally, we can have no respect for these. Through a false respect the view of these religions has become uncritically one-sided. Besides, in the decree about mission (Ad gentes decree, 7th December 1965) the documents of the Second Vatican Council also state: “Every fragment of truth and grace that can be found with pagans… is purified by the Church from the admixtures of evil, and thus returned back to Christ as its author who uproots the rule of the devil and drives off all evil of sins…” (art.9)

“We should by all means avoid the romanticizing of the animist religions. Certainly there are ‘grains’ of truth in them, but in their real forms…the earth is left at the mercy of whatever kinds of spirits. Conciliatoriness and innocence of paganism rank among the many myths of our days…” (from the statement by Cardinal J. Ratzinger from the book Dialogues with V. Messori, 1984)

b) Historic-critical theology (HCT)
A so-called scientific approach to the Holy Scripture, which promises a deeper understanding of the Holy Scripture, gives a directly opposite and deterrent result. Because the HCT analyses the Holy Scripture in an atheistic spirit (in more detail discussed in the book “Four Words from Ukraine”). It is a way to a total apostasy from the Gospel, from the whole Scripture and Christianity, which through the loss of faith leads to perdition. If the HCT was taught as the most efficient means to the liquidation of Christianity on the territory of the enemy, then it is logical and understandable; however, it is being taught in the innermost centre, where future priests, shepherds are formed. The terms yahwist,  elohist, tritoisaiah, historical Christ and Christ of faith… are to create an impression of a deeper understanding of the Holy Scripture, an impression of scholarship and knowledge. However, in reality these terms bring about quite the contrary, they substitute vital faith by an idle intellectualism. Prof. Dr. E. Linnemann, a student of R. Bultmann, writes: “These are demonic powers, under the pressure of which falls everyone who starts going this way.”

c) The Focolare movement and its “love and unity”
Within the last 40 years one could observe the development of a number of movements. One of them, the Focolare movement, which is considered to be fully Catholic and a symbol of a renewed Christianity, speaks about love and unity. This movement, in contradistinction to others, whose founders are in the background passing through persecution (e.g. of the charismatic movement, community of John the Baptist, Neocatechumenate), has its founder in the foreground – a leading personality – adored by the Focolarines. It is further characteristic for the Focolare movement that they began to usurp the key positions and power in the Church by pushing one another through (“sacred lobbyism”). They have 300 bishops, several cardinals. 

The spirit which is behind this movement uses two words to its expansion, particularly, love and unity. However, these words have absolutely nothing in common with the Biblical conception of love and unity. In this movement the propagation of these terms signifies a development of purely human inclinations, without a true conversion and repentance, that means just on the base of a fallen human nature. The fruit of it in the Focolare movement is syncretism.

The Focolare journal “New City” 10/2002 states: “In the entrance hall of the Mariapoli Centre there is an unusual notice hanging: ‘Bhakti, way of love. Unity with God and universal brotherhood of Hinduism and Christianity’.” The founder Chiara Lubich received several doctorates of honour from Hinduists and Buddhists. She is known as a founder of “prem yoga” and during her common meetings  with Hinduists all of them experienced a mutual unity through “spiritual vibrations”. This but is a total loss of Christian identity, this is idolatry. 
Similarly, Chiara received an award by the Rotary Club which is known for its close connection with the Free Masons. On this occasion a Rotary representative Mr. Mattarolo pronounced: “We have similar aims, though we have them in a non-confessional context… we also want unity.” (New City 9/2001)
If someone received awards and doctorates of honour from the enemies of Christ and His Church and did not see a Judas reward in it, one would have to be blind. 

In the case of the Focolare movement, when speaking about love and unity, the point is a confusion of terms. Originally Christian terms – love and unity – are given a different, heretical content, behind which there is a spirit different from that of Christ. From a false love and unity sin is no longer called as a sin, truth as a truth, and thus Jesus is no longer the Only and Exclusive Saviour. The spirit which is behind the Focolare movement is not the spirit of truth and repentance, it is not the Spirit of God. Here we have to do with a hidden and false system and the spirit of the New Age inside the Catholic Church. 

Some of us had an experience with the charismatic movement more than 24 years ago. This movement has Biblical roots and penetrates the whole Christianity. Also here there are many human mistakes and therefore there is a constant need for repentance (Gal 3:3). Regrettably to say, the Focolare movement is avoiding the truthfulness and the spirit of repentance. In all circumstances they try to see themselves rose-tinted, so that noone could violate the nodding in one direction according to the tone set by their infallible founder. 

Why are we presenting an analysis of a false respect, of the HCT and of the Focolare movement – because they work on the same principle. They make use of a grand term (respect, a deeper understanding of the Holy Scripture, love, unity) which in the Christian environment is used to express the relation to God and helps to deepen it. Christians let themselves be drawn through these terms, they uncritically open themselves without anticipating at all that these words are used by a completely different spirit which, on the contrary, causes an inner decay of what is most valuable, namely of one’s personal relation to God. The consequence is a spiritual death. 

By this view on a Church-wide scale we wanted to point out a hidden influence of the New Age upon the whole Church. However, further we would like to discuss in more detail its specific influence upon our Eastern Church. 

Specific influence of the spirit of the New Age in the UGCC

As early as the UGCC was beginning to get out of illegality (so-called underground Church during the Communist regime), the Orthodox Church, most of all the Patriarchate of Moscow, protested against its renewal and attempted at its suppression and liquidation. This was discussed at the meeting of a mixed Catholic-Orthodox commission in Freising and given an official form in the document of a common ecumenical dialogue in Balamand (1993). Moscow has never become reconciled with the existence of the UGCC and presents its existence as an obstacle in the ecumenical dialogue. Its logic is definite: The Union was a “mistake” and “is not a suitable model of unity between the Churches”; what is therefore necessary is its gradual liquidation and affiliation of the believers with either the Orthodox or with the Catholic Church of Roman rite. 

Your Holiness, as early as the time of Your office of the Prefect in the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, You were pointing at an inappropriateness of the term “affiliated Churches”, which tends to be abused when speaking about the relation between the Catholic and the Orthodox Church. In case the relations of these Churches are not based on love and truth, as is written in the document “Ut unum sint”, then this term may lead to a restriction or even liquidation of the Greek-Catholic Church. This Church has existed for more than 400 years, has its own tradition, and it is desirable not only to tolerate it but even to support it. It is painful that the Congregation for the Oriental Churches and Cardinal L. Huzar appoint to responsible and crucial posts such people who follow a so-called line in the spirit of Balamand agreements. These people either keep silent to this policy, or covertly or openly support it. There is noone among them who would openly stand up against the conclusions of Balamand and this policy, as Romanian Greek-Catholic bishops did. Certainly one can even find statements of the Head of the UGCC and of other bishops who reacted and react to this pro-Moscowian policy; however, their attitudes are purely academic (alibistic), they are far from the real needs of the believers, from the interior desire for a development of our Church as well as from the willingness to sacrifice oneself for it. 

In the past the Greek-Catholic Church withstood external attacks and turned into a Church of martyrs; nevertheless, it is now exposed to a still greater danger which is represented by an internal decay. And this is the main reason why we are writing this letter to You. 

Internal decay through the penetration of the spirit of the New Age into the Eastern Catholic Church, and its instruments

· Removal of traditional devotions and practices (under the guise of delatinization) which led to a living and concrete relation to Christ. In place of them there comes formalism without a living relation to God. 

· Relativization of terms and enforcing a new content upon them. Inconspicuously, the tradition, for which so many people suffered and the Church became a Church of martyrs, is being removed. An example is the enforcing of the word: “…all of you Orthodox Christians”. In consequence, noone is now willing to suffer for the truth, to sacrifice oneself like St. Josaphat or martyrs of the Communist regime. Suffering for the truth revealed by Christ then becomes a foolishness in the consciousness of people and standing for this truth becomes an intolerance. 

· Introducing a so-called “Eastern spirituality” is not a return to the deep Eastern tradition of saints, e.g. St. Seraphim, Simeon the New Theologian, St. Basil and others, but an enforcement of the theology and thinking of the New Age. This is visible e.g. in the activities of s. Dia Stasiuk, OSBM, head of the Patriarchal Commission for Religious, who is propagating psychologism (just like in the New Age) instead of admitting one’s own sinfulness and its solution in repentance in the way common for the Eastern Christian tradition. Under the concept of “a holistic view of a person”, which is so closely related to the Eastern theology, there are magic practices introduced (homoeopathy which belongs to the means of propagation of the New Age). One forgets the radical opposition of the Eastern Saint Fathers and the harsh punishments which were inflicted in the Eastern Church for magic practices. Similarly, what is completely strange to the Eastern thinking is introducing “globalization” and uniting the managements of monasteries – as it is promoted by the Head of the Patriarchal Commission for Religious, s. Dia Stasiuk. On the contrary, in the Eastern tradition the emphasis is laid upon autonomy, as in the eremitic so in the cenobitic monastic tradition. Instead of traditional piety centred on Christ, which is characteristic for the Eastern spirituality, one introduces American liberalism of some kind of spirituality which is but no longer Christ-centric. 

Eastern spirituality is known for its traditionalism – for its precaution against all that is new. This protects the Eastern Church against opening itself to paganism as well as against an apostasy from Christ. Under the guise of the term “Eastern spirituality” the current pagan New Age thinking deprived of Christ is being smuggled in. 

1. The spiritual diagnosis of the UGCC in Ukraine – a need to get opened to the spirit of repentance:

The Greek-Catholic Church which presently has 3,8 mil. of believers in Ukraine, in the years 1946-1990 was abolished by the Communist regime. After a 15 year-long freedom there is the most important need here, namely – a spiritual awakening through a true repentance. What are the means and what are the obstacles of the spiritual awakening? The means are the same as in the time of Paul the Apostle: to preach Christ in the power of the Holy Spirit. In such preaching of Christ and His Gospel one always meets with a great opposition. The obstacles are the spirit of this world, various deceptive philosophies and idolatry, nowadays in a modern suit. However, the greatest obstacle, similarly as in the time of Paul the Apostle, is the spirit of pharisaism which most liquidates the work of God and that through an unconverted Church hierarchy. This hierarchy is guarding the office and the territory entrusted for themselves, not for Christ and the interests of God. Very quickly it is able to map who is beyond the net of this pharisaical – deadly – spirit, and begins to fight against him. For the one who is unselfishly and sincerely witnessing of Christ by his life and word, is by all this drawing people’s hearts and an awakening breaks out around him. This is the greatest danger for the unconverted hierarchy, and that is why it immediately reacts. Such a priest or a converted Christian is called as a rebel, as disobedient… The aim is one: to beat the mysterious body of Christ to death after it began to revive on this territory.

This unconverted hierarchy cannot bear any interference into the spiritual monolith which is preserving the spirit of death. When they cannot liquidate those who witness of Christ ecclesiastically, then they use for it the state power and intrigues. Through the state power they many times let those who are “undesirable” be deported from their territory (example: Cardinal L. Huzar turned to state authorities with a request for our deportation and entrance prohibition by the letter № 2003/399 from 6th August 2004). This physical liquidation thus brings about a spiritual liquidation of God’s life. If only these hierarchs fought against heresy and sects with such zealousness. However, for those (sects, heresies etc.) they have words of love, dialogue and unity! The reality is this: the greatest obstacle of a spiritual awakening and its greatest and the most operative enemy is an unconverted Catholic hierarchy. It is most operative because noone takes into account that those who hold the office of the apostles are nowadays predominantly apostles with the name and the spirit of Judas. The number of those who have the spirit of the apostles Paul and Peter is very low and these people are spiritual martyrs because they can see a cancer tumour right in the head (i.e. Dicasteries in Rome) and can do nothing, just suffer. Just like once the Church hierarchy killed Christ so does the contemporary one, now already a Christian Church hierarchy, which is systematically killing the bleeding body of Christ – the Church – everywhere it shows signs of life. 

So that there could come a real spiritual awakening on a certain territory, there is a need of a renewal of the prophetic authority that shall have a direct protection by the Holy Father and shall be subordinate to its own prophetic centre, this represented by the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith. This detachment is necessary for that reason that the Church hierarchy would not permit anyone on its territory who would not make the unity of pharisaic spirit with it. In particular, this prophetic service would be represented by two bishops on a certain territory, who would be given a power in the sphere of faith and morals. They would act through the commissions for the doctrine of faith which would be established by them in every diocese of the respective nation. In this way the cumulated power of diocesan bishops would be broken as well as the monolith of the spirit of pharisaism which resides at the so-called bishop’s conferences and works in such a way that several individuals enforce their own programme upon others, which has nothing to do with a vital testimony of life for Christ. 

One of the two bishops holding the service of this prophetic authority would be in charge of the field of faith and morals and thus through a spiritual purification of the Church there would be conditions for the spiritual awakening created. The other would be in charge of the spiritual awakening of the religious. The main feature of these people but must be holiness, not education, so that they could dare say: “Imitate me, just as I also imitate Christ.” (1Cor 11:1) “For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain!” (Phil 1:21) If the prophetic authority would again be held by some ridiculous pharisaic figures, which are a caricature of the true spirit of repentance and of the true following of Christ, then the effect would be quite the opposite. Since this requires personalities with the same spirit as the apostles had, it is very probable that the true apostles will support them, while the false apostles and false prophets will persecute, stone and kill them. Yet without blood and sacrifices the spirit of pharisaism, which keeps the body of Christ in slavery, will not retreat. On the one hand, the unconverted Church hierarchy is jovially, with “love” and tolerance opening the door to the spirit of this world, to liberalism, modern occultism, syncretism, to the spirit of the New Age; however, on the other hand with a great vigilance and without mercy it is killing all that is living in the Church. (They help themselves by using special deadly phrases and terms: for a full conversion to Christ from the spirit of the world – fanatism; mutual encouraging through a community is a sectarianism to them; a true and genuine faith is called fundamentalism and conservatism etc.) 

2. Concrete application of this general description for the conditions of the UGCC:

There is one Congregation here, one Apostolic Nuncio, one cardinal, a few general and provincial superiors. 

The policy of the Congregation for the Oriental Churches is not aiming at a spiritual revival. Shocking is that it is taking steps in such a direction that the UGCC should either be destroyed (assimilated back with the Orthodox Church just as it was once forcibly done by the dictator Stalin), or, in case this is not successful, then to prevent the spiritual revival and to leave the remainder of genuine and vital Christianity and faith to an internal suffocation. These words are not a blackening, only a stating of the fact gained by a painful experience.

With these purposes of paralysation or Orthodoxization of the UGCC the Congregation for the Oriental Churches sent to Ukraine Mons. Lubomyr Huzar, who now as a Cardinal holds an office of the head of the whole UGCC and titles himself as Patriarch. He did not experience the persecution by Communism and Orthodox Church because during all that time he was in the West. Cardinal L. Huzar and the cooperators chosen by him, almost all of whom are from the West, are covertly, and even apparently, opening the Church to the spirit of the New Age and to the Western liberalism, hiding all this under the magic phrase: “Eastern spirituality”. At the same time they are unobservably but purposefully leading the UGCC to a schism through a propagation of the Orthodoxy. Priests, religious, seminarists and laymen are forced to abandon traditional devotions which dispose to a living and true faith, such as the Stations of the Cross, the Rosary, first Fridays, the devotion to the Most Sacred Heart of Jesus, but instead of it they are not given adequate means of Eastern piety. So a living faith is substituted by intellectualism and formalism. 

Cardinal L. Huzar is systematically and uncompromisingly forcing the priests to address the believers in the Holy Liturgy as Orthodox Christians through the invocation prescribed: “all of you Orthodox Christians”. This is very painful for a majority of Greek Catholics who during the Communism suffered for these words and for the unity with the Holy Father a lot of persecution in Siberia and in prisons. One believer now living in Lviv testifies: “At the time of Communism I was called up to KGB where they were persuading me: ‘You are an Orthodox!’ I said: ‘I am a Greek Catholic!’ They were beating me on head and repeated: ‘You are an Orthodox!’ I was still answering: ‘No, I am a Greek Catholic!’ And now, when God has given us freedom, in our Greek-Catholic church I am called an Orthodox. I am asking why I suffered so much? And what did the martyrs suffer for when they were defending our faithfulness to the Holy Father and what did they die for?” 

And in this atmosphere when in the Greek-Catholic churches, monasteries and seminaries the liturgical prayers are ended with a confession: “Strengthen, O God, the Holy Orthodox faith for ever!” – what may a common believer feel when he suffered for his Catholic faith in the time of Communism? 

The term “Orthodox” is clear to everyone. It is a Christian who does not acknowledge the Holy Father as the Head of the Church, so it is a schismatic. We are neither Orthodox, nor Roman (Latin) Catholics, but Greek Catholics - or Catholics of Eastern rite and Eastern tradition. This is our identity. 

The Congregation for the Oriental Churches with its policy, which in Ukraine is promoted by Cardinal L. Huzar and the people appointed by both the Congregation and by him, have almost achieved their goal. The whole Church is gradually adopting this thinking without realizing that this is not only a question of substitution of terms but of a purposeful introduction of Orthodoxy and liberal Americanism and spirit of the New Age under the guise of a so-called Eastern spirituality. 

The Ivano-Frankivsk diocese, which always was a bastion of true faith and even has its own seminary, suffered a big harm this month with the withdrawal of the Bishop Ordinarius. Bishop Sofron Mudryi, OSBM, who had been defending it against Orthodoxization, was forced in a very delicate and psychological way used by the policy of the Congregation for the Oriental Churches and Cardinal L. Huzar to resign. The main reason of forcing the Bishop S. Mudryi to leave was that by his personality he was defending the doctrinal and moral identity of the Greek-Catholic Church. Appealing to his age is not the real cause of his leave. (Several times he even stood up for us against lawlessness, for which we are grateful to him.) 

Cardinal L. Huzar acted in the same dishonest way when he supported a group of people that drove Bishop I. Bilyk, OSBM, out of his residence. This Bishop had likewise defended his diocese against Orthodoxization. And when the Apostolic See confirmed him in his office, Cardinal L. Huzar wrote a confidential letter to the SBU (the former KGB) so that the police should not give him the keys from his residence. 

To the instruction of the OSBM Generalate, Cardinal L. Huzar wrote a confidential decree № 2003/399 from 6th August 2004 designed for state authorities. He passed to them personal data of 23 persons, citizens of CR and SR, with a request that the named should be prevented from entrance to Ukraine, or eventually that they should be deported. What for? For the Gospel preached, for the living mission. The fear of a spiritual awakening led him even up to such a compromising act. 
On 7th June 2005 we wrote a letter to Cardinal L. Huzar and the copy we gave to the Congregation for the Oriental Churches. The main point was a serious matter of an abuse of the Church authority by the so-called head of the Patriarchal Commission for Religious, s. Dia Stasiuk, OSBM, who is publically forcing magic practices and the practices of the New Age upon religious. We warned that this was leading to a degradation of religious life and had nothing to do with the Eastern spirituality. Both Cardinal L. Huzar and the Congregation are silent. 

In 2003 the Apostolic Nuncio in the Czech Republic informed Cardinal L. Huzar that Ukrainian believers were attempting at the registration of the UGCC in CR. But Cardinal L. Huzar renounced his believers (200.000) and wrote that he saw no reasons why there should be the UGCC in CR. The Ukrainian believers were deeply hurt thereby, and today many of them attend the Orthodox churches.

3. Some of our own experience:

Two years ago, with a blessing by the former Provincial Superior Fr. J. Budaj, we as a group of monks began doing a mission in Ukraine. A revival came. And what was the response? When a new Provincial, and later a new General Superior, entered the office, they made an attempt to separate us with an incomprehensible aim – to liquidate our mission. In order to prevent it, we wrote an application in which we asked for a transition into a monastery “sui iuris” as we had a right to it in accordance with the CCEO (Codex canonum Ecclesiarum Orientalium). The Bishop Pavlo Vasylyk (Kolomea) gave us a decree by which he received us. In 9 days, the OSBM authorities gave us a “response” to our application – the Czech Delegature was abolished. This struck priests and students in CR and SR who without any reason were expelled from the Order, 29 religious vocations including the postulants. Priests with perpetual vows (6), with temporary vows (5), 11 priests altogether. The priests with temporary vows applied for an admission into a diocese; however, into the diocese in which they had been ordained (Ivano-Frankivsk in Ukraine) they could not return as Cardinal L. Huzar along with the OSBM Generalate had asked the state authorities for a deportation or prohibition of entrance to Ukraine. In SR, which they are citizens of, they were gladly received by the Archbishop J. Sokol (Trnava) to his diocese; unfortunately, they could not enter because the Congregation for the Oriental Churches did not give them a permission to serve in the Roman-Catholic Church. This purposeful hindering lasts up to this day.

Intrigues were used to punish guiltless students of theology (members of the abolished Czech Delegature), the punishment being that they must not be received by any bishop. The Archbishop J. Sokol stood up against this pressure, spoke with them in person several times and received them all into his seminary.

The priests with perpetual vows in Ukraine were submitted to a visitation which passed in a cordial way; yet, it was just a guise of a prepared-in-advance exclusion from the Order. Instead of  complying with our official request for a transition, there followed a constructed process with an imaginary guilt and consequently, an illegal exclusion.

How did the Congregation for the Oriental Churches respond? In spite of all our appeals, they gave us no answer, they just ratified the constructed decrees with coldness. 

When we appealed to the Tribunal of the Apostolic Signature, the Congregation for the Oriental Churches engaged the Apostolic Nuncio I. Jurkovič in Ukraine and manifested its activity by assigning a new visitation in order to prevent the trial which for them would mean a danger. When we invited our Church advocate to the visitation, the visitator (Bishop H. Lonchina) refused him and he likewise refused a protocol of this visitation on 9th July 2005. This confirmed an unfairness of the acting of the Congregation for the Oriental Churches. For, in fact, our matter had already passed under the competence of the Apostolic Signature. In our effort to follow Christ we experienced how soon there comes a persecution from our own Church, and unexpectedly there was a whole system revealed with the spirit of phariseism, the spirit of the New Age and the spirit of cunningness behind it, which has nothing in common with Christ and His Gospel. This spirit overrules the Congregation for the Oriental Churches, the OSBM Generalates (both male and female), Cardinal L. Huzar and the people appointed by him. In this system one careerist is protecting the other. This is a whole net, a whole complex – a Church maffia. 

Your Holiness, we are really sorry for You, because You are among them as Daniel in the lion’s  den. 

If they liquidate us, suspend us, exclude us from the Church, blacken us, what matter does it make; for Christ and His Gospel it is worth. Our only wish is the preachment of the Gospel, the salvation of the immortal souls. St. Theresa says that for a salvation of one soul she would willingly suffer the worst purgery torment until the end of the world. 

We know that our suffering is for our true beliefs expressed in our book “Four Words from Ukraine” (www. community.org.ua). We are aware that this is not the question of us, the question is to reveal the spiritual cancer which everyone fears to point at; however, it is systematically afflicting the Church hierarchy and thereby the opportunity for the Church to awaken, for a spiritual resurrection, is excluded. 

In the nearest days we are to have a trial at the Apostolic Signature to which we appealed. We ask You earnestly to watch the proceedings of the court. The affair touches high authority posts in the Church (Cardinal L. Huzar, his cooperators – the Chancellor M. Dymyd, Bishop H. Lonchina, the ecumenist I. Dacko; head of the Patriarchal Commission for Religious s. Dia Stasiuk, OSBM; Congregation for the Oriental Churches – the Secretary A. Veglio, Mons. P. Rossi; OSBM Generalates – Fr. B. Kovbyč, s. Alfonsa Danovich; Apostolic Nuncio in Ukraine Mons. Ivan Jurkovič; Provincial Superior Fr. H. Hrynkiv, OSBM…), so even here there will surely be efforts for a certain manipulation. Defending Christ and His Gospel against such a superpower of pharisaic net is like the fight of David with Goliah. Yet we know that this fight is not ours but of God.

Your Holiness, please, consider if it were not useful to look into the so-called Eastern policy of the Congregation for the Oriental Churches and mainly to check the persons that are promoting it; this policy does not lead to life but rather to death. The biggest crime and the biggest sin is the sin against the Holy Spirit, and this is sclerocardiosis. The unconverted Church hierarchy beginning with some Church superior or Church official through some bishops, Cardinal L. Huzar up to the employees of the Congregation for the Oriental Churches are unable to admit not even the smallest mistake and by no means the sin of abuse of the Church and God’s power entrusted to them. If one points at this trespass of theirs, they put it in such a way as if one was attacking the holy office and the Holy Father. This blindness and unwillingness of the Church hierarchy to repent is a sin against the Holy Spirit, by which the Church is being liquidated the most. These murderers of Christ and His mysterious body – the Church – are not shepherds but wolves in a sheep’s clothing. Your Holiness, we pray that You are not afraid of these wolves (cf. Mt 10:16), as You asked for it on the day of Your inauguration. The Word of God says that God wants to punish these bad shepherds (Jer 23:1-3; Ez 34:10).

Conclusion:

This suffering we are writing here about and we have gone through, has led us to write this letter. With respect to the aim which is a revival in the Church, this being not possible without an internal purification, we find it most essential to introduce a prophetic authority represented by two bishops who through the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith would be subordinate directly to You, Your Holiness.  

This is our proposal that has been born from a life experience of following of Jesus; however, if there is some more effective and practically more realizable way to a spiritual revival, then we will gladly support it. 

Please, try this model at least for three years in Ukraine because in this situation there is nothing to lose, just to win. In these days there is now being or not being of Christianity on a particular territory at stake. Without a spiritual revival all that will be left of Christianity will soon be just its name, and the spirit of the New Age will overrule the Church structures. Nevertheless, we believe that if through the prophetic authority there are conditions created for the spiritual revival, the Lord will certainly give it. This then might become a model for an awakening in the whole Church.

In Christ devoted to You,

Fr. Eliáš A. Dohnal, ThD., OSBM

Fr. Metoděj R. Špiřík, ThD., OSBM

Fr. Cyril J. Špiřík, Ing. ThD., OSBM

Fr. Markian V. Hitiuk, ThLic., OSBM

Fr. Robert S. Oberhauser (OSBM)
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