Discipleship – New Formation

Jesus calls: “Go to the people of all nations and make them My disciples.” (Mt 28:20) A disciple is neither a formal Catholic, nor a professional theologian. The condition is to forsake everything for the sake of Christ (Lk 14:33) and to follow Him. 

The present generation of theologians, who are educating the contemporary generation of priests, was educated by liberal professors in the spirit of liberal theology which was falsely presented to them as the official teaching of the Church. That is why many of the present theologians are persuaded that they are orthodox; however, in reality they are not any more. 

The first step towards repentance is polarization, which is the opposite of globalization. Polarization includes in itself correct discernment – it is necessary to know who is who (who is Christ’s and who is Antichrist’s) regarding people, and regarding things: what is what (what is the truth and what is a heresy). 

On the contrary, globalization makes false unity, denies most basic elements of truth and in accordance with buddhist philosophy and current thinking of the New Age it claims that in essence all is one, and thus it wipes off the boundaries between good and evil, between truth and lie. Globalization has nothing to do with the unity for which the Lord Jesus was praying the evening before His death. This spirit of globalization has invaded the Church and it is pleading modern philosophies and psychologies and above all a so-called interreligious dialogue. All this opens the way for the new thinking of the New Age which practically denies sound thinking and sound moral principles and leads to a spiritual decay not only in the Church but throughout the world as well. We shall not be liberated by any psychology, philosophy or theology, but only and only by Jesus Christ who is alive and the same yesterday, today and forever (cf. Hebr 13:8). 

Therefore the most important need of the time against this globalization within the Church is to enable an evangelistic alternative of clerical formation, and that is a new seminary. 

The new formation is characterized as follows: 

1) The requirement for admission is that the intending seminarist goes through a recollection leading him to conversion and personal receiving of Jesus as his Saviour. 

2) The educational programme must not include historic-critical theology (HCT). Instead of it the students will be offered sound biblical theology based on the inspiration of God’s Word, and in this spirit God’s Word will be explained to them and taught. 

3) It will be prohibited to propagate in the education the so-called interreligious dialogue with pagans based on the false interpretation of Nostra aetate. 

4) Training up for discipleship. 

5) Teaching and practice in practical apologetics actualized to current problems. That means learning to witness to the Lord Jesus and to the essential truths of the Gospel in front of those who do not know Christ and do not follow Him. In the first place in front of interiorly fallen-away Catholics who only bear the name of a Catholic but in their hearts they have already fallen away from the living Christ and from the sound Catholic and biblical life principles. 

In the second place it is the question of Jehovah’s Witnesses. These are doing a mission especially among lukewarm and uninformed Catholics whom they eventually lead to radicalism, yet in a different spirit (in a spirit of heresy). The aim is that these fallen-away sheep could return back to Christ. 

In the third place it is the question of misled Christians and, for the most part, of the young generation which has adopted the popularized ideas of buddhism or hinduism. It is necessary to find the core of the problem why these searching people have not met the living Christ and what trap they have fallen in through these false ideologies. It is necessary to have critical knowledge of these false doctrines, to be able to disprove them and to offer these people a true life in Christ which is the only way to solve all their problems and, what is most important, the only way to the salvation of soul.  

To learn to speak – to practise apologetics and mission connected with it among people who know nothing about the faith and have various prejudices against Christianity. The only means how to disprove this prejudice of theirs is to bring them to the experience with living Jesus. It is necessary to preach the most actual truths: sense of life, sense of suffering, to emphasize the Last Things: death, judgement, heaven, hell, reality of sin and salvation in Christ Jesus. 

It is necessary to provide the young people with hinterland and spiritual food in living communities. This apologetics and mission must necessarily be connected with personal testimony, i.e. with personal experience of God and His power. Conversion thus must strike not only one’s mind but one’s heart as well. One needs to decide to follow Christ. We are obliged to transmit experience, not just a theory. Namely: 

a) experience of conversion; 

b) experience of opening fully to the Holy Spirit;

c) experience that the Holy Scripture is the living Word of God and that the Holy Spirit, whom they have received, is at the same time the interpreter of the Word of God;

d) experience how to love God with all one’s heart in practice, especially in a prayer; one needs to be initiated into such a prayer within a community (a prayer of giving one’s self and one’s problems to God, crucifixion with Christ); 

e) experience of new life, that Christ really lives in us; Christians must be led in such a way that after conversion and after being filled with the Holy Spirit they can become true witnesses to Christ, ready even to lay down their lives for Christ’s sake as the early Christians; 

f) experience of devotion to the Virgin Mary, and that not only theoretically, but the substance is to receive Her interiorly as it was done by John under the cross; at that moment Jesus gave His mother as mother to a disciple; and this is discipleship. 

Apologetics and mission are really to be the centre of healthy formation. The aim is practical salvation of souls, everybody has to become a missionary. The principle is – sheep breed sheep. Students who in this stage are sheep must breed other sheep and lead them to a mission as well. They must learn this in the seminary. This is what the biblical studies should be aimed at; in these studies the students should prepare living biblical catechization lectures. Both team and private study of the Scripture should also use the help of a concordance and a dictionary to the Bible (note: these dictionaries are nowadays soaked with various heresies). But first of all this study must be based on prayer in which one concentrates on certain biblical truth, in front of God perceives the problems and asks God to show him the substance which leads to life and to give him the true knowledge of the mystery. So the work with the Holy Scripture is not a question of mere letter, but in the first place it is an encounter with mystery, bowing to it, receiving it with a living faith, and in substance it is the incarnation of the Word of God in one’s life, similarly as it was done by the Mother of God. This is biblical study of God’s Word and the work with it. This is what the seminary students are to be trained for. As for practical aspect it is also necessary for them to be acquainted at least with the rudiments of Hebrew and Greek grammar and to learn to work with the help of Greek and Hebrew dictionary and concordance. The substance of biblical study can be seen on the example of Joshua: the Word of God was first studied by him (day and night, and without HCT), then this Word was lived by him and only then it was taught. 

6-year-long formation in a new seminary

The early Christians had four basic spiritual pillars, namely: a) prayer, b) apostolic teaching, c) brotherly community – koinonia, d) the Eucharist – the breaking of bread (cf. Acts 2:42). This sound base gave out the fruit of a true life – they were of one heart and one soul and even had everything in common, and noone said that any of the things was his own.

The project of spiritual formation proposed here stems from this biblical fundament and from the experience of life-long prayer and of life in a community. Concretely: the study is divided in two years of practice in mission on the territory of diocese, then three years of study, and again a year of practice. 
First year: begins with a one-month recollection

First week: conversion, opening fully to the Holy Spirit, testament from the cross (Jn 19:25-27), the First Commandment.

Second week: the Last Things, a prayer of faith from the Scripture.

Third week: teaching and practice in an interior prayer, 4×1 hour of prayer and 4×1 hour of testimonies.

Fourth week: practical training for a mission.

This one-month recollection is followed by a training led by experienced brothers, and a mission is done in couples for the rest of the year. 

Daily programme for 6 days: beside liturgy 1 hour of interior prayer and 1 hour of testimonies in the morning. Then again 1 hour of prayer and 1 hour of testimonies and discussion (viz. “Four Words from Ukraine”: On Contemplative Prayer, www.community.org.ua). In the time assigned for testimonies I give a testimony about what I experienced during the prayer, what encouraged me when reading the Scripture and what during the mission from the day before. In the afternoon there is a mission in couples. Supposing that the missionaries would live in the seminary, then the prayer team could be formed out of 4-8 students, supposing that they would live outside the seminary, it would be necessary to set up mission stations where two couples – four students would live. The principles of mission are given in the Gospel – Mt 10. It is presupposed that on the territory of mission there are already students of the second year working, who occupy themselves with teaching of God’s Word, not with inventing of problems as it is practised in HCT. They teach how to actualize God’s Word in one’s life – how to live by faith, how to walk in the Holy Spirit. 

The people who get converted during the mission join the groups where God’s Word and the essential truths of faith are taught. 

Second year: catechists – teachers
After going through a year of mission there will be a one-month course of teachers, and all the year will then be devoted to this service. Their daily prayer programme is the same as in the first year. In the morning two hours of prayer and two hours of testimonies, and liturgy. Reciting the office (breviary) is not obligatory. In the afternoon there will be preparation for catechization which would then be done in the evening. The ideal is to work out one catechization lecture and to repeat it during the whole week in different groups. It is useful to have more catechization lectures prepared (good literature needed). The purpose here is not to preach some dead theologies, the purpose is to give a testimony of faith (practical life of prayer, how to live with God, how to fight the sin, how to respond to and evangelize buddhists, Jehovah’s Witnesses, hinduists, Mormons, lukewarm Catholics, Catholic intellectuals, theologians, university youth etc.).

Sunday keeping: for the 1st, 2nd year and the whole (6-year) study:

In the morning it is the same as every day, the only change is that in the second hour of prayer they will experience the reality of Resurrection and Descent of the Holy Spirit, which is the substance of Sunday – the day of Resurrection (a help could be texts from the Scripture and breviary to this topic). It is suitable to spend a part of the night in watching and prayer. In the afternoon a gathering of a bigger community together with the converted – here common praise singing, at least one hour of prayer, testimonies, God’s Word, discussion, encouragement. 

The place? A room in the school or somewhere else may be hired. 

Besides, it is good to have one day in a week (out of those 6 days) for a rest. One hour of prayer, testimony, liturgy and free time.

Theological studies 3rd, 4th, 5th year: 

Learning of the Holy Scripture by heart 1-2 hours daily. There are to be such subjects that will make students adopt the essential truths of the faith and doctrine (dogmatics and morality), and that will develop in them “sentire cum Ecclesia” (sensibility to the true Spirit in the Church), which unfortunately cannot be seen with most of the present-day students or post-graduates. The study is thus aimed at subjects practical for life (apology, sound doctrinal and moral principles and how to practise them in faith).

It is necessary that teachers themselves pass through 3 years of practice in the field, that they could give the students orientation in literature, show them what is really valuable and practical, teach them how to fight against doctrinal and moral heresy within the Church and how to defend themselves. The students must be able to discern correctly what is an orthodox doctrine and what a heretical one, what leads to the upbuilding of a living relation to Christ, to the upbuilding of a living Church, and what is idle, even harmful! This is not possible without true conversion and true discipleship. It would be convenient if students prepared a cycle of sermons for all Sundays all over the year, which would also serve for the upbuilding and would contain all essential truths of the Christian faith. It is important to bear in mind that the matter here is a formation of Christ’s disciples, witnesses, good shepherds, not of theoreticians. Gifted students are nowadays drawn into the heresy of HCT and to other heresies through their curiosity and intellectual pride. 

During the study – necessarily one hour of interior prayer (which has its own order) daily, and then one hour of testimonies (which serve in the upbuilding of the community). It is necessary to learn to witness of faith, of how one deals with spiritual problems. It is good to keep Sunday in the same way as in the time of practice. During the 5th year of study there is a task to write a thesis which in future could be used for the mission, apologetics and teaching.

Final practice – 6th year: 

What the seminarists prepared during the three years of study and practice they can now utilize, e.g. as leaders for the first or the second year. 

It is inevitable that they adopt a sense of orientation in the current spiritual atmosphere, that they learn to react to it adequately and then teach people the same. This requires team work so that one can complexly perceive and distinguish the influences which work upon the youth, e.g. the book Harry Potter, the issue of homosexual marriages, the problem of purity with the young people preparing for marriage, euthanasia, a radical attitude to drugs, to occult practices which are disguised in alternative medicine, in music, in folk superstitions, in art, in films, in journals…

It is necessary that within the frame of apologetics and mission they can point at the system of manipulation by means of half-truths in the massmedia, and that they can explain the difference between pagan meditations and Christian interior prayer (this requires personal experience of contemplative prayer).  

Their duty is to search for effective means to the defence of the Catholic faith – to set up communities of Christian teachers, physicians, politicians, artists, journalists who should introduce Christian principles. The communities should have mutual gatherings so as not to be isolated from one another. They should defend and push through the Spirit of God throughout the nation. 

Seminary should be the heart of diocese. The aim of the formation is to train missionaries, martyres, whose mission territory will be the parish entrusted to them. The task is to revive the dead parish, or to turn traditional Christianity into living one. The most effective means to it is to introduce living communities – prayer groups in the parish and biblical communities. It is necessary to teach the believers the Christian practice of Sunday keeping (prayers, liturgy, communion over God’s Word).

The fight within the Church

Saints Cyril and Methodius are the fellow patrons of Europe and the apostles of Slavs. Their unselfish mission was destroyed by the intrigues of the Latin bishop Wiching who abused the state as well as Church authority and power to the destruction of the work of God. After the death of St. Methodius (885) 200 disciples were sold into slavery, others were exiled from Moravia and left for Balkan. Soon a punishment followed: In 906, after the Hungarian invasion, this empire was destroyed. 

Why did the schism come in 1054? Filioque and leavened bread in the liturgy were only a hypocritical pretext. The true reason was that instead of repentance and thinking of the Gospel there was thinking of jurists and pride of hierarchs on both sides. 

The 13th century sees the foundation and rise of towns and universities. Development of crafts brings along affluence and secularization of the Church. This is controverted by St. Francis of Assisi and his radical example of following of Christ.  

In the 14-15th century in the heart of Europe, in Bohemia, the preachers J. Milíč, T. Walthauser, J. Hus stand up against the moral decay, especially among the clergy. Milíč dies in Avignon, Hus is burnt to death in Konstanz. Punishment: Hussite wars. 

If the Church pharisees in Bohemia had not silenced the call for repentance, the Church would not have to undergo the separation brought about by Martin Luther in the following century. Luther was an instrument of God’s judgement on the hypocritical and pharisaic clergy. The next instrument of punishment at that time was the threat of Mohammedanism in Europe. 

However, on the other hand the mass apostasy from Catholicism became an impulse to a true reform through St. Ignatius and through other reviving orders. These emphasized the elementary truths of the faith, the reality of sin, personal relation to Jesus. But because our wounded nature is unable to walk long the way of the incarnate Truth, which is Jesus, in the 18-19th century heresies and moral decay emerge connected with the spirit of galicanism, febronianism, josephinism, rationalism, enlightenment, modernism and atheism. 

At the turn of the 19th and 20th century a handful of genuine Protestants opened for the Holy Spirit and that gave rise to the Pentecost movement for which even the Catholic Church opened after the council (in a so-called charismatic renewal).

But some of the Catholics opened as early as the first breath of the Holy Spirit, among them the Pope St. Pius X. who perceived the danger of modernism in the Church and began to reform it according to the motto: “To renew all in Christ!” His encyclical Pascendi from 1907 is extremely topical even today in many aspects. The Church was then given the right direction, yet not all accepted the reform. 

In 1920 in Bohemia a new Church severed from Rome originated on the basis of modernism. The hidden spirit of modernism led the whole Church away from true repentance through intellectual pride and pharisaism of those in whom it got incarnate. The solution to the crisis was to come through the Second Vatican Council. However, it did not point at the substance, which is conversion and repentance. It did not give a new clear word against hidden neomodernism in the then Church. It did not point at the most actual need of an internal reform. A number of good conciliar documents were not realized. After the council the spirit of neomodernism abused the name of the council to enforce heresies long since condemned by Pius X. (historic-critical method). The document Nostra aeate and the so-called dialogue with other religions opened the door for relativism. In the present time the world is facing an explosion of pan-sexualism, various sects, modern psychologies and philosophies for which the theologians have opened uncritically. The Church in this time needs one thing: internal reform – genuine repentance. 

Concrete steps towards realization of the reform 

1) We propose that the place of such experiment of renewal for the whole Western Church should be the Czech Republic. If there is a liberal seminary in Prague, let at least in Olomouc be an alternative of a new seminary. Let there be an orthodox Catholic bishop appointed (we propose Prof. ThD. V. Wolf), who will choose orthodox teachers for the new seminary. Would that at least in Olomouc there could be a possibility of new formation given for 16 years. The Church government in the Czech Republic has already for 16 years been a coalition of focolarines and liberals who have created dictatorship and do not permit any kind of opposition or orthodox alternative. During their rule one million Catholics fell away. The Czech Republic is the most atheistic state in Europe. The Church hierarchy bears the blame that the act of registered partnership was enforced this year and there has been Forum 2000 taking place in Prague already for several years, which has become the means towards opening for buddhism and for the spirit of the New Age. All this is the fruit of the Church rule of Focolare. 

2) Concerning the Eastern Church we propose that such an opportunity should be given for one of the five seminaries in Ukraine: 16 years ago, after the fall of the Communist regime, the rule in the martyrish Church was seized by I. Datsko (USA) and L. Husar (USA). L. Husar was appointed in 1996 by Vatican officials (Sodano, Silvestrini, Franko), without the consent of the Holy Father and against the will of three archbishops, to the post of the head of the Church (UGCC). This was practical latinization – enforcement of a suspended bishop with a liberal spirit with an aim to destroy UGCC. For this crime Vatican must repent adequately. How? Card. L. Husar must be withdrawn and the hierarchical structure built up by him must be paralyzed in such a way that the post of the head of the Ukrainian Greek-Catholic Church will, in this case against the will of this liberal structure, be occupied by an orthodox and moral personality who will give space to a true revival of the Eastern Church. The liberal spirit is now dressed in a coat of so-called Eastern spirituality and hypocritical ceremoniousness. The fruit is the loss of faith and identity, spiritual ruination, liquidation of true mission and true life. 

Therefore we insist on the legal action Libellus Litis against Card. L. Husar from 1st November 2006. 

3) We, religious who are persecuted for Christ, are asking to enable us to take part in the internal revival of our Church by giving us an opportunity to educate the new generation of priests in one of the seminaries in Ukraine (best in Ivano-Frankivsk). We would like to train up truly converted priests and missionaries who would serve for the sake of UGCC and of whole Ukraine. 

Up to this time we were pointing at the crisis in the whole Church, as the Western so the Eastern one, and we were bringing forth various proposals of revival. Your Holiness, please, grant to us that we may also work for 16 years concretely towards the internal revival of the Church. Our programme of formation is clear and public. To realize it we need to start in one particular diocese.

Provided pharisees and liberals will continue to hinder and prevent us from working positively in the education of missionaries and of a new generation of priests, then there is no other way for us than to continue the critical diagnosis and publicly to point at concrete persons who are responsible for the present state of the Church. 

Conclusion: 

Here we have marked out a programme of a new seminary. It concerns an experiment for 16 years. 

1) in the Roman-Catholic Church (in CR)

2) in the Greek-Catholic Church (in Ukraine)

If someone should protest against this proposal, and one can even have thousands of objections, we demand that this experiment with the separation of a new seminary in CR and Ukraine is first realized and then after 16 years the criticism of the enemies can be evaluated. 

Asking for Your blessing and for Your granting to us a chance of working towards a true revival through a new seminary, we remain in Christ:

Fr. Eliáš A. Dohnal ThD. OSBM

Fr. Metoděj R. Špiřík ThD. OSBM

Fr. Cyril J. Špiřík Ing. ThD. OSBM

Fr. Markian V. Hitiuk ThLic. OSBM

Fr. Roman V. Šelepko ThLic. OSBM

Pidhirtsi 8th December 2006
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