Empty Tomb – Christ is Risen!

His Holiness

Benedict XVI

Supreme Pontiff 

Your Holiness,

a few days ago Italy resolved to declare an act regarding homosexual marriages, so-called registered partnership. 

On the second Lent Sunday, 4th March 2007, even in Ukraine a news was heard about another so-called “bomb”, a lie, which is the film: “The Lost Tomb of Jesus”. 

In 2006 a similar bomb was the film “The Da Vinci Code”. Both are directed at the liquidation of Christianity on the basis of lie and demagogy by means of the superpower of massmedia. 

What should be the reaction of us Christians when the foundations of our faith and our life are being undermined? 

What would be the reaction of Moslems in a similar situation? Their reaction would be concentrated in a single word: DEATH, namely to those who are the initiators as well as those who are propagators (see Satanic Verses). We cannot act in such manner. Our example is the loving Jesus. Surely, in an encounter with the spirit (demon) of lie and death He also responded by the word ‘death’; however, He took this death on Himself. Death was not His only and last word (solution to the problem), the second word was RESURRECTION – LIFE! 

Our response is genuine and deep repentance which leads to the death of lie, sin and old self in us, to the death of lie and sin in the Church! 

Both “bombs” which the spirit of the world and death has thrown down on the Church were thrown in a time prepared by him, that means in the time when the spirit of death first within the Church had used two other bombs – two demons of death: 

1) demon of historic-critical theology (HCT);

2) demon of false respect for paganism.

These two spirits inside the Church have disintegrated her own identity so that she is unable to defend herself in truth and power against these new mortal spiritual bombs. 

Your Holiness, You are now responsible for the Church before God. What is Your most important duty in this time of great crisis? The Church demands from You a concrete binding word, not just a theological explanation. 

The Church today demands from You a word ex cathedra which binds every Catholic believer in his/her conscience before God!

You are thereby forced in the present time to launch two bombs (shots of deliverance of Israel – 2Kings 13:17), too, which will bring death and life! Death of spiritual death – of lie and sin, and life of the risen Christ! 

The first shot of deliverance is a word ex cathedra regarding historic-critical theology (method). 

The second shot of deliverance is a word ex cathedra on false respect for paganism (Nostra aetate). 

These bombs (shots) will bring death to the spirit of heresy inside the Church, but at the same time a new life, too. 

Death, that is the end, means an end to the systematic poisoning and killing of the innocent souls of young men in the seminaries through HCT and through respect for paganism! God has called these young men to be His disciples and witnesses of Christ’s death and resurrection! Today we must look at HCT and false respect for paganism not by false criteria of intellectual pride but according to one criterion – what is the fruit! There is a concrete fruit here and that is death of God’s life in those who though believed and decided to follow Christ as His disciples are unfortunately being spiritually killed by the contemporary formation and instead of disciples of Christ they become disciples of antichrist! 

Now is the time of fast, time of repentance. Dying, Jesus conquerred death, sin and the devil (spirit of death). In these days the body of Christ, that is the Church, is hanging on the cross. The moment of death is near – but the essence of Christ’s death is in His words: “Father, into Your hands I commit My spirit.” (Lk 23:46) We have not died with Christ yet. The Church is ruled by human philosophy and our reason still does not want to submit to God’s Word which must be received by faith in which is encompassed the death of our pride and of our intellectualism which the devil abused against the Divine mystery given to us in God’s Word. 
The pronouncement “ex cathedra” against HCT is the concrete death of the spirit of death inside the Church but at the same time a new life of the resurrected body of Christ, i.e. the Church!

Fighting against mendacious demagogy expressed in the two antichristian films is ineffective unless we ourselves enter the inward death with Christ. If we do so, both bombs will become ineffective because the reality of our new life with Christ will be a testimony that Christ is risen, that the tomb is empty and that in the one allegedly found is and will remain antichrist along with his servants.

Your Holiness, among the apostles the first witness of an empty tomb was the Apostle Peter. He witnessed: “Jesus is alive! I met Him!” 

Nowadays You, who are the successor of St. Peter, are to be the first witness of the risen Church. You have the keys, You have to stand up against the gates of darkness and witness to an empty tomb – to a new life in the Church!

Give a testimony to the apostles – to cardinals and bishops. Yes, Jesus was dead in the Church through HCT and syncretism, but now He is alive in His mystical body of the Church through His Spirit whom He gave us in fullness! Be therefore brave like John the Apostle, stand in these Lenten days audaciously by the cross on which today is hanging the dying body of Christ, that is the Church. 

Christ died, but on the third day He rose from the dead, He ascended into Heaven and from thence He shall come to judge the living and the dead! 

So the theories on the discovery of Christ’s tomb are ridiculous in the light of the reality of Christ’s victory over sin and death.

These theories are ridiculous, only the spirit of unbelief, which for the time being is unfortunately covering almost all seminaries like a dark cloud, is a hindrance to resurrection! On Good Friday this cloud must be buried into death, and then the Day of Resurrection in this year will really be a historic resurrection for the whole new millenium of the Church. The joyful “Christ is risen” is conditioned by the death of the spirit of heresy, which should come through Your “ex cathedra”. Through this word there will come death and then resurrection! 

It is no longer only the Catholic Church but all Christians that are waiting for Your word!

We are grateful to Jesus that He gave our Church the office of the Supreme Shepherd. The greatest testimony of faithfulness to the Holy Father was borne by our Ukrainian Church in the last century, and that was to the point of death. Hundreds of our martyrs suffered in Siberia and in Communist camps. Our Church was physically liquidated. After the fall of Communism her external renewal came. Unfortunately, the antichristian spirit which was sheltering itself through the Vatican State Secretariate behind the authority of papacy and abusing it, condemned us to spiritual death, to the loss of our identity, for which is responsible Card. A. Sodano, Congregation for the Oriental Churches and Card. L. Husar. These, allegedly in the name of the Holy Father, have hung us on the cross. Nevertheless, we are calling to God and to You, Your Holiness, and we believe in the spiritual resurrection of our Church by way of change in the hierarchy and we believe in the spiritual resurrection of whole Ukraine, too! 

Now we are calling to You SOS from Ukraine and we believe that soon we will be calling the joyful “Christ is risen”! Our tomb is empty! He is truly risen! Jesus is alive! His enemies shall look on Him whom they pierced! They shall look on His glorified wounds which will be a testimony of His Divine love (agape) and of His power!

We believe that the blood of our martyrs for the sake of our Church in Ukraine was shed for the sake of You, Your Holiness, and for our sake not in vain! 

Jesus is alive! “He is the same yesterday, today, and forever!” (Hebr 13:8) 

He was risen, the tomb is empty, Your word “ex cathedra” will bring us and the whole Church a new life, a true resurrection. 

We pray that at this Easter You may appear in the power of the Risen Christ and that through Your “ex cathedra” He may breathe in the Church a new life of resurrection. 

Yours in Christ,

Fr. Eliáš A. Dohnal ThD. OSBM

Fr. Cyril J. Špiřík ThD. Ing. OSBM

Fr. Markian V. Hitiuk ThLic. OSBM

Fr. Metoděj R. Špiřík ThD. OSBM

Copies to:                                                                                                                            Pidhirtsi 8th March 2007

· Cardinals and Bishops of the Catholic Church

Address: Monastery OSBM, 80660 Pidhirtsi, Brody District, Lviv Region, Ukraine 

www.community.org.ua
