An encounter with the spirit of darkness
To Cardinals and Bishops of the Catholic Church

Your Eminence, Your Excellence, 

we want to draw Your attention to one of the most essential spheres of spiritual fight which concerns an encounter with the spirit of darkness working through a magician – a diviner. This matter touches each of You, for in recent time there has widely, so even in Your territory spread the activity of various diviners and magicians who by their activity call down a curse on the particular territory. You as good shepherds have a duty to protect Your sheep against these servants of darkness (cf. Rev 2:14-16). Unless Christians repent in earnest in relation to the sphere of the first commandment, there will come no spiritual awakening and on the contrary it will bring a curse and apostasy from Christ and eventually a worldwide catastrophe. In the present days this spiritual encounter has been faced by the only contemplative monastery in our Church in Ukraine, in Lvov – Bryukhovychi. We enclose a letter in which the sisters of the Contemplative monastery of St. Elias the Prophet turn to the local ordinary Archbishop I. Voznyak. 

Copy of the letter:  

H.E. Mons. I. Voznyak

Archbishop of Lvov

Your Excellence, 

we, the sisters of the Contemplative monastery of St. Elias the Prophet located in Bryukhovychi in Your archeparchy, are turning to You. Our monastery was founded by Metropolitan A. Sheptytskyi in 1925 and in 1936 he donated us a building with a piece of land of 10ha in Sukhovolya. The monastery as well as a part of the plot he let be enclosed with a concrete fence so as to create conditions for contemplative life. During the Communist regime the monastery was confiscated and made into a school. After coming out of illegality the District Council asked us not to take the building and the land from them. With regard to the common good we did not insist on a return of the property. There was no compensation given to us. Ten years ago we purchased a house on the edge of wood in Bryukhovychi (Shkilna 27). Here it was promised to us in advance that no one would build anything in this wood since it was a recreation area and moreover, it lay near a gas filling station. Those conditions were favourable to our contemplative monastery. 

However, now in the recreational area of these woods in close proximity of our monastery Mr. D. started illegal building. 

1) Already two months before he came to the wood almost every day, performing there some magic practices. From the point of view of the Christian tradition and of the Scripture it is unthinkable that next to a monastery there should be a centre of magic and occultism, whereby this whole neighbourhood is going to be spiritually defiled. 

2) Our monastic tradition and the specific character of contemplative life inevitably require privacy. Even if there was whoever else building at this place, it would thus violate the conditions necessary to our specific vocation. He will have a view of our whole yard and we will have not the least privacy. Therefore, if his building is going to be allowed, we will have to leave this place. 

3) Mr. D. has no building licence. 

Before he started concreting the foundations, on 28th April 2007 we expressed a written protest against the start of the building. We gave a copy to the Town Council in Bryukhovychi. In spite of that the works continued. On 10th May 2007 the Mayor of the Town Council laid a prohibition against the building; nonetheless, Mr. D. continued. Consequently, on 16th May we publicly declared a hunger-strike with a demand that the building be ceased. Twice a day we come to the building-site with a banner; however, the works continue. Mr. D. claims to be a Christian and possibly to build even a chapel here. 

We are turning to You, Your Excellence, as to the Archbishop of Lvov and ask You to influence by Your authority the leadership of the Regional State Administration, so that: 

a) Mr. D. is not given the building licence; 

b) he is prevented from further building;

c) in future no wood cutting and building is permitted here as this wood is situated in a recreational zone.

We ask You to explain to this state administration that a contemplative monastery brings spiritual, moral as well as social good because through prayers it draws down God’s blessing for the particular neigbourhood, for the whole Church and nation. If the building process will continue, we will have to leave this territory, whereby the contemplative monastery will cease to exist here. This will cause great spiritual harm to the Church and the nation, too. Moreover, we have no place to go. 

We believe that You will stand up for us and protect this territory and our monastery for God’s and the Church’s sake. 

We recall Your warning against occultism addressed to priests and believers, which was published in the journal Meta. We are aware of a pernicious influence of magic and occult practices on the nation and on a particular territory. Many places in the Holy Scripture point out an important spiritual law: If the civil as well as the Church’s government and the whole nation turn to God, obey His commandments and avoid contact with occultism (magic, divination, spiritism…) God blesses this nation and protects it from wars and catastrophes. He gives His blessing to politics, economics and to human relationships, too. However, if civil and Church’s government as well as the people turn to diviners, magicians, extrasensory individuals and perform occult practices, there comes a curse upon the whole nation and upon the particular territory as well. This is manifested by immoralities (homosexuality; see Rom 1:21f), further by the break of family, disintegration of economics, by chaos in politics, criminality, cynicism, break of human relations, corruption, in other words by the destruction of nation, and this results in wars and catastrophes. The reality is that the problem of magic, divination and extrasensory perception is widely spread in Ukraine. Almost in all newspapers there are advertisements of fortune-tellers and horoscopes. Rich people and people of influence in the state when having financial, political or personal problems frequently turn to these diviners and extrasensory individuals, and not only they do so. 

It is known from the missionary experience of the Church that every pagan territory was held by certain territorial demons which worked through a concrete person or group involved in magic. Under this influence almost all pagans were kept in spiritual bondage. Conversion to Christianity or spiritual awakening came only when this spiritual power of darkness was broken. 

Nowadays the Spirit of God is being driven away from the Christian territory, whether in Ukraine, in Europe or elsewhere. In His place is returning the spirit of paganism by way of establishment of occult centres (magic, divination).
We know that representatives of magic purposefully choose places monasteries in order to spiritually block them or to drive them away. Contemplative monasteries are in the local Church like lungs which receive for her the Spirit of God. Their removal results in suffocation with the spirit of the world! We believe that God is stronger than this power of darkness which is misusing Mr. D. We are calling to God that He not permit building here an occult centre! 

Thank You for Your intercession and help. 

Glory to Jesus Christ!

Sisters of the Contemplative monastery of St. Elias the Prophet

Bryukhovychi 19th May 2007

