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Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith 
Card. William Joseph Levada

Città del Vaticano

The question of “ex opere operato”

In the 14th and 15th century the question arose concerning validity or invalidity of the sacraments administered by priests and bishops (living in a state of mortal sin). John Wycliffe as well as John Huss from Prague maintained that a priest living in a state of mortal sin administers the sacraments invalidly. This teaching was rejected at the Council of Trent which defined the fact that the sacraments act “ex opere operato”, which means that even a priest in a state of mortal sin, who believes in Jesus Christ as God and Saviour, administers the sacraments validly. 
nowadays, However, a new situation has arisen in the Church, as the question is no longer just moral sins of priests and bishops but heresies and apostasy. In the present time there are many priests and bishops who have internally apostatized from the Christian faith and deny the very nature of Christianity. These are e.g. adherents of historic-critical theology (HCT) who deny Christ’s Divinity and inspiration of the Holy Scripture or adherents of syncretism who uphold the heresy that pagan religions are equal to Christianity. They thus deny the very transcendent character of the Church. 
According to Eastern Tradition such bishops and priests have lost divine grace, communion with Christ; they are separated from the Church, even if they continue at their administrative posts. Therefore a great problem has emerged whether an apostate bishop who has apostatized from the faith can confer episcopal consecration or holy orders. The question is too whether an apostate priest can receive episcopal consecration.
In this situation the doctrine of “ex opere operato” does not give an adequate solution. 
The Eastern Tradition and Eastern Fathers of the Church (see first Councils) treat the given situation in this way: They do not deal with validity or invalidity of consecration but categorically state that a priest or bishop who is an apostate is a priest or bishop no longer. St. Basil says: “I do not regard as a bishop the one who received the consecration from a heretic.”
The crisis of the Church connected with internal apostasy

Nowadays the apostatic teaching of HCT and syncretism is widely spread. This teaching violates the most essential truths of the Christian faith. Therefore the majority of Christians are in a state of practical unbelief and unconvertedness and lack the saving faith. The reason is that priests and bishops pass on to the believers a different gospel and a different spirit – the spirit of the world. They do not preach the Gospel which was preached by the Apostles. As a consequence all sacraments, which are based on the saving faith in Jesus Christ as the only and exclusive Saviour, become questionable. This is most evident in the sacrament of matrimony. Many experts in marriage law arrive at the conclusion that nowadays the majority of sacramental marriages are obviously invalid. For without conversion and saving faith it is not possible to have the right intention nor to realize or fulfil all conditions necessary for the reception of this sacrament. Marriage is a sacrament of the believers – they confer it upon each other – and if someone is practically unbelieving, though he or she is baptized and confirmed, it is doubtful whether the marriage was contracted. 
It is similar with all the sacraments, above all with consecration or holy orders. If a bishop has internally fallen away from Christ, it means that he is an apostate, and if a candidate for holy orders or episcopal consecration is an adherent of heresies of HCT and syncretism, neither the consecrator nor the recipient of the sacrament are capable either of conferring or of receiving this sacrament. For it is very doubtful whether they are able at all to have the required intention for the conferment of the sacrament. 
This is also the core of the answer to the question why the Church has lost spiritual power and why Christians remain in the slavery of demons, sin and lusts: the main problem is mass internal apostasy from Christ, and that as of the hierarchy so of the believers. 
The only solution is true conversion and repentance! Therefore there is nothing more important in the Church than her reform consisting in repentance and true conversion, which presupposes evangelization and mission – but this must be a mission in Jesus Christ and His Spirit, not a mission of New Age inside the Church which is nowadays performed by apostatized hierarchs. 
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