Exposure of the spirit of Religious Information Service of Ukraine (RISU)

Already by its very name and by its enumeration of religions on its web site the Religious Information Service of Ukraine reveals that it ignores the substance of Christianity by ranking it among pagan religions. By assuming this position the RISU editors condemned themselves and revealed themselves as apostates and traitors of Christ and His teaching. If, nonetheless, they authoritatively express themselves on the problems of the Catholic Church or Christianity, it is necessary to know that they have no right to it! For till this time they appeared as an authority even for the Catholic Church and were taken seriously. By their activity, however, they create such public opinion which destroys the spiritual substance of Christianity.
On their web site they also disclosed their spiritual dependence on Ukrainian Catholic University (UCU) and moreover they give here the same address (Address of the RISU editorial board: RISU – UKU, 17 Ilarion Svientsitskyi St., Lvov, Ukraine). They even ask to send donations in UAH (hryvnias) to the account: Ukrainian Catholic University, Ukrsocbank, MFO325019 m.Lvov ZKPO20850999. The disclosure of this connection helped unmask the pernicious spiritual seedbed which the so-called Ukrainian Catholic University represents in the Ukrainian Greek-Catholic Church (UGCC). 
On their web site the mutual dependence of RISU and UCU is defined as follows: “The Religious Information Service of Ukraine is a project of the Institute of Religion and Society of the Ukrainian Catholic University (Lvov, Ukraine).
Funding of RISU is provided by the National Endowment for Democracy, the Democracy Grant Programme of the U.S. Embassy in Kiev, the Bradley Foundation, and Aid to the Church in Need (Kirche in Not).

The editorial policy of RISU is not bound by its benefactors and similarly, it is not always in compliance with their official standpoints.”

This much RISU about itself. Let us put a question: What ideology and what aims do the mentioned beneficiary associations have? Well-known is the organization Kirche in Not which supports the building of churches in Ukraine and has a Christian foundation. However, in this case it was deceived because here it supports a system which by its activity destroys Christianity at the root!
Other benefactors probably have an antichristian orientation or support antichristian organizations because RISU outwardly dissociates itself from their ideology, but not from their money. 
A plan of antimission of UCU through RISU = transformation of mind of the young Christian generation, and not only in Ukraine. This transformation of mind means achieving the aim that Christians (Catholics, Orthodox, Protestants...) will abandon the fundamental truths and the spirit of the Christian faith and open themselves to current relativistic philosophies and psychologies and to the worldwide antichristian system of New Age – wherein all pagan religions are put on an equal level with Christianity. However, already this very ranking of Christianity is a betrayal of Christ and apostasy from the saving faith. We repeat: these pagan religious systems are not a way to salvation, nor do they lead to Christ, but they are quite the opposite way, the way to eternal perdition. A clear distance of Christianity from paganism is the teaching of the Scripture, of the Church Fathers as well as of the whole Christian Tradition. Religious relativism, which denies sin, denies at the same time the only way to salvation which is in Christ! Unfortunately, neither RISU nor UCU can discern this clearly. They either conceal this fact or indirectly deny it. This, however, is the way of apostasy to which is related canon 1436 CCEO concerning major excommunication which speaks about the penalty for denying or calling into doubt the fundamental truths of the faith. 
The professor of UCU A. Arzhakovskyi along with Card. L. Husar call this new apostate stream, which has affected above all the Western Church, so-called postconfessional Christianity. It is, in essence, apostate Christianity which no longer leads to salvation and is a betrayal of Christ. 

Guilefulness of UCU and its long arm RISU
The UCU and RISU employees have the same spirit, the same foundation and the same programme. UCU, for the meantime, cannot afford to proclaim its heretical views openly as they are anti-Catholic and anti-Christian (and anti-Orthodox, too). It has therefore created RISU, which craftily calls itself suprareligious. 
The guilefulness and meanness of UCU lies in the fact that it calls itself a Catholic and Ukrainian university, as if it represented the voice of the Ukrainian Catholics or Christians. However, for its non-Catholic and non-Christian attitudes, which it externally represents through RISU, UCU has no right to call itself a Catholic university. It is a camouflage. Through its name UCU secures its financial support from the Catholic Christians, who are thus deceived, for they support a structure that destroys as the Catholic so even the Orthodox faith!

RISU through its site destructively influences the young Christians and by means of lies and manipulations prepares them for the adoption of relativism. It propagates other religions, which it presents uncritically, and at the same time it intentionally completely conceals the substance of Christianity. Such activity is a covert antimission to the detriment of all Christians not only in Ukraine but also abroad. Through the Russian section it destroys even the Orthodox faith of the Christians in Russia. Any Catholic-minded person can easily recognize that Religious Information Service of Ukraine (RISU) is a hidden structure of New Age. This is made manifest either by its boycotting the substance of Christianity or by openly fighting against those who emphasize and defend it. The evidence is also the article of 26th March 2008 in which it calls us, the orthodox Catholic bishops of the UGCC, pseudobishops. In articles relating to buddhism and paganism RISU indirectly advertises the pagan religions. This spirit is behind their whole site.

The responsibility for the activity of UCU, and thus of RISU too, falls on Head of the UGCC Card. L. Husar. He does not warn the young Christian generation against the danger of loss of faith which the activity of both these “Christian” structures leads to and so he does not fulfil the primary duty of the shepherd. Therefore especially to him applies the title ‘pseudobishop’. 

We yet need to add that we have revealed the same spirit even behind the so-called Christian web site “Christnet” in the Czech Republic (CR). We have pointed to the fact that in its background stands the spiritual authority of Prof. T. Halík who still regards himself as a Catholic priest, yet is already an apostate. He has adopted buddhist views and in the same spirit he forms the university youth in CR. We have warned Card. M. Vlk that he takes the full responsibility therefor! Here in Ukraine this antimission is performed by RISU and its spiritual hinterland UCU! These include the following personalities: B. Gudzyak, I. Datsko, A. Arzhakovskyi, M. Marynovych, J. Pidlisnyi... Their religious attitudes are similar to Prof. Halík’s in CR. On Christnet Halík’s disciples already openly proclaim heresies claiming that Christ and Buddha are one! The same spirit is on the site of RISU too!

Both sites, in CR and in Ukraine, bring news from the Catholic, Christian as well as non-Christian world. This news is presented tendentiously, in the spirit which is behind these sites, that means in the spirit of syncretism and relativism. This in ultimate consequence leads to violation of the fundamental truths of the faith, to apostasy and to eternal perdition!

An old proverb says: “Tell me what you read and I will tell you who you are.” To read RISU and let oneself be influenced by it brings about spiritual death, loss of faith and eternal perdition!

UCU along with RISU forms the young generation and educates the future so-called Catholic workers whom it then promotes to the key posts in the UGCC. The fruit is gradual self-destruction of our martyrish Church! This is a big crime!!! That is also why we speak clearly and openly and publicly warn the believers!

RISU’s approach to buddhism
RISU meets all parameters of the New Age structures. In this spirit it also presents all its “religious” information and commentaries. For instance, the column under the headline “buddhism” serves as an advertisement for this pagan system.

Already for about 30-40 years there has been a strong invasion of Europe by buddhism and hinduism through yoga, zen meditations, literature, films etc. This intensively affects particularly the thinking of young people. Likewise the martial art from Japan, China... is tied with the spirituality of buddhism.

RISU systematically raises sympathies for this pagan system and falsely represents it as a way to supreme perfection. Every Christian has to know that meditation techniques replace the living relation to Jesus, that it is a way of apostasy, falling away from Christ!
Our clear Christian attitude towards buddhism is given on www.community.org.ua in the letters “Interreligious dialogue” (22nd November 2007) and “Buddhism and so-called Christian zen” (21st November 2007) which also include a testimony of a resurrected buddhist monk. Here we include at least a comparative chart: 

	Christianity
	Buddhism

	Worship of God

	It has personal God who created visible as well as spiritual (angels…) world. Christians can call God their Father and have a personal relation to Him.
	It does not worship personal God the Creator. Instead, it worships animals – e.g. beasts of prey – as gods.

	Sin

	It truthfully points to the reality of sin, to our corrupted nature and to the danger of dependence which is caused by sin.
	Does not admit the reality of sin. Does not distinguish between truth and lie, between good and evil.

	Conscience

	Christianity fully respects human conscience – God’s voice in us. And it also receives this God’s voice through the revealed Word of God.
	Through so-called koans, false enlightenments and false philosophies buddhism kills human conscience and reason that it is unable to know the truth.

	Desire for eternal happiness

	St. Augustine expresses this desire: “You have made us for Yourself, O Lord, and our heart is restless until it rests in You.”
	It promises happiness through deceitful meditations and so-called nirvana. This, however, is a deceit and loss of God as well as of true and eternal happiness.

	Redemption

	“God gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life.” (Jn 3:16)
	Redemption is said to be the knowledge that all is one. This self-redemption is absurdity and a false way ending in hell.

	Love for man

	Jesus did not teach us to strike martial chops but to forgive our enemies and to love them. Love is crucified!
	Egoism is formed into cynicism, which is depicted in the ideal of beast and dragon. Behind these symbols is the spirit of hatred and death.


Conclusion
The Church canon 1436 CCEO is laid down against those who distort the fundamental truths of the Christian faith. The punishment of a major excommunication, i.e. exclusion from the Catholic Church, is imposed on those who fully opened themselves to this spirit of apostasy. 

The punishment applies to the representatives of UCU and RISU as well as to Card. L. Husar by whom both these anti-Christian structures in Ukraine are shielded.

The bishops of UGCC
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