Floods – God’s punishment or mercy

In fact it is not God who punishes us, but it is us ourselves who do so. When man forsakes God and His laws, he gets under the laws of lie and sin and thus also under the rule of demons. Demons (so-called energies) then have power to tyrannize over an individual, family and nation by physical and mental torments. God allows this suffering to make both the individual and the nation turn to God, learn a lesson from it, abandon the way of lie and evil and follow the way of truth and love. God wants for everyone the greatest and eternal good, which is our salvation – eternal life. This is the highest value. We, however, have a tendency to forget about death, about God’s Judgement, about eternal suffering in hell and eternal happiness in heaven. We let ourselves be manipulated by the broad way of sin which leads to eternal perdition. God allows wars, suffering, floods, so that through temporal suffering He may save us from the eternal one. 
Many bishops have apostatized internally and they do not lead us to the kingdom of God but through false obedience and heretical spirit to eternal perdition. According to the teaching of the Scripture and of the Church Fathers, we must not obey apostate bishops. 

On 13th July 2008 the UGCC hierarchy in Ukraine were publicly called to renounce unity with the apostate Card. L. Husar by 2nd August 2008 and at the same time to dissociate themselves from his public heresies. These heresies are publicly propagated in the book “Discussions with His Beatitude L. Husar: On Postconfessional Christianity”. However, in addition to it, on 20th July 2008 the heretic and apostate L. Husar consecrated one more heretic – T.S. – a bishop in Stryi. This crime of illegal consecration was participated by Bishop V.V. from Ivano-Frankivsk and Bishop M.S. from Kolomiya. On that very day torrential rains started, the consequence of which was great floods, especially on the territory of the eparchies of these bishops. The catastrophe was rendered by a front-page article of the daily press: “We thought that it was the end of the world!” (The Express, July 29, 2008) The press release informed that on 27th July 2008 the disaster area was visited even by the President of Ukraine V. Yushchenko. It further reads: “At a preliminary estimate the damage amounts to 3-4 milliard Ukrainian hryvnas ($700 – 900 million). It involves more than 40 thousand submerged houses, hundreds of thousands of hectares of damaged harvest, 30 lives lost – these are consequences of the flood which over a span of 100 years was the greatest to have passed through western Ukraine.” 

Further statistics: In the Ivano-Frankivsk eparchy 19 people died during the floods, whereof 5 were children. 488 centres of population suffered damage. 347 motor roads were submerged, 416 bridges fell down. During the evacuation 1435 inhabitants were saved and 8353 inhabitants were taken by the rescuers to a safe place. In the Kolomiya eparchy 9 people died and 1 person is missing. Damages caused by the disaster in the state economic complex of Bukovina are estimated at 1,5 milliard hryvnas. In Lvov region 2 lives were lost. 

At least one concrete example for all: In the Kolomiya eparchy the bus line from Chernivtsi stopped in the village of Kamyanka. A 48-year-old mother with her two daughters – 21- and 17-year-old – got off the bus. Suddenly the nearby river overflew its banks and the 21-year-old daughter drowned. Her younger sister and mother were saved. The water level of the river rose by 4-5 metres. It happened so quickly that people were not able to react immediately. 

The Ivano-Frankivsk region was struck most – water flooded 488 centres of population and 23 000 houses are surrounded by water.
Will the UGCC stop and start to repent? The bishops were called to dissociate themselves from the spirit of apostasy by 2nd August 2008 and to join Christ. However, none of them was willing to take a decisive step – to renounce the apostasy which is represented by Card. L. Husar. 

Not even the floods diverted them from the way which is leading them to eternal perdition, where, moreover, under false obedience they are taking even others along with them. That is why on 3rd August 2008 this whole apostatic synod was removed and a new synod and new Head of the UGCC was appointed instead. This is repentance – a change of the apostate leadership for a true Catholic one. Yet one can assume that the apostate bishops will notwithstanding continue to illegally hold the episcopal offices and by means of lies and intrigues will continue to force the believers to follow the path of apostasy from Christ and from His Gospel leading to eternal perdition. However, who will henceforth obey and support them, the one is a partaker of their heresy and thus puts oneself under God’s curse.
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