A hard truth from the time of the Church’s illegality
To Bishops of the Synod of UGCC

Introduction
The only way to the spiritual awakening of the individual, family and nation is true repentance. Our UGCC (Ukrainian Greek-Catholic Church) has until this day not repented of opening herself to the spirit of betrayal that liquidated our Church through the so-called pseudosynod in Lvov in 1946. 

True and untrue reform

Whole Galicia was Greek-Catholic until 1946 when the liquidation of our Church took place. Many priests, Moscophils, then dreamed of self-realization in ceremonies instead of striving for a true reform of their lives and of the souls entrusted to them. Excessive emphasizing of external ritualism always was a trap for many; they thus avoided earnest repentance and following of Christ. Today this temptation is likewise very strong (drawing the curtain of the iconostas, or taking off the kamelaukion and veil and putting it on again /Studites/, all this taking place in the time of the liturgy; wide sleeves, waving one’s “chotky” /prayer beads/...). Our corrupted nature, “old man”, will gladly accept such spirituality so as to escape from the substance – from the living Jesus. Nothing against the renewal of rite – but only if it really maintains the Spirit and leads to Christ. After Vatican II the liturgical reform was misused in the Western Church. The testimony to this is appalling statistics on apostasy of believers from the Church. Through an innocent so-called purification of rite the Church opened herself to the spirit of the world. As early as the turn of the 18th and 19th century the Western Church was affected by the spirit of the Enlightenment, and at the turn of the 19th and 20th century by Modernism. This spiritual crisis affected our Eastern Church as well. Galicia was under the political rule of Austria at the time and these philosophical and spiritual streams affected it, too. Many of our priests sought a false way out in Orthodox ritualism. However, it was a mere fata morgana. The only true solution was and still is a genuine conversion, preaching of the living God’s Word and opening oneself fully to the Holy Spirit. 
Credit for the renewal of our Church at that time was given above all to the Basilian fathers, who had gone through the reform in Dobromil at the turn of the 19th and 20th cent. The preceding crisis was the fruit of the spirit of the Enlightenment which affected the religious orders and the clergy in the 19th cent. The reform of Dobromil renewed not only the Order OSBM but it had an impact on the whole UGCC. The Basilians did a great mission not only in Ukraine but also in USA, Canada, Brazil. The Sisters Servants of Mary Immaculate, too, are indebted to them for their foundation and existence.

At that time the renewed Basilian Order was joined by the young A. Sheptytskyi, who later became a bishop. Genuine conversion and repentance overcame not only the spirit of the Enlightenment but the spirit of Modernism as well. The latter was wisely but also bravely opposed by the encyclicals of the Pope Pius X (1907 – Pascendi). The spiritual reform (change of spirit) led to true repentance and following of Christ. The life of faith was sustained by the introduction of the Way of the Cross, the Rosary, molebens (public supplications), next by the creation of Marian groups, of the Third Order of St. Basil, of the Apostolate of prayer and other communities. A special place was given to the worship of the Most Sacred Heart of Jesus which was tied with the Sacrament of Penance and with regular Holy Communion on First Fridays. This worship awakened a personal relation to our Saviour, which became a cure for the modernistic view of so-called historical Christ and Christ of faith. 

Beside the Basilians, the spiritual renewal of our UGCC was also participated by the Latin Redemptorists, whom Metropolitan A. Sheptytskyi OSBM had invited from the Czech Republic and from Belgium. The Redemptorist father J. Schrivers was a well-known visitor of sisters and director of folk mission.

Spirit of betrayal in UGCC

Around the year 1930, Dr. G. Kostelnik, as a teacher at the theological academy in Lvov, began covertly infecting the students with Moscophilism. Under the guise of purification of rite from latinization he deceived even the Metropolitan A. Sheptytskyi, who had not perceived the spirit of betrayal with Dr. Kostelnik. That was also why a tension arose between the Metropolitan and the Bishops J. Kotsylovskyi OSBM and H. Khomyshyn.

On 28th May 1945 several priests who betrayed our UGCC set up a so-called initiative group. These priests officially offered the Communist regime to legally liquidate the UGCC. In the forefront there was Fr. Dr. G. Kostelnik, Dr. Melnik and similar traitors. On 28th May 1945 they turned to the URSR state authority with a request for ratification of their programme and functions. The members of this group were aware that their treacherous policy was going to be resisted by many from among the people and clergy; therefore they turned to Communist state authorities (RNK URSR) with these words: “The psychology of the Uniate Church is of too delicate nature, and to transfer it to Orthodoxy requires some time, so that the priests might be persuaded and re-educated and the believers pacified...” 

This “re-education and pacification” was consummated in the Russian concentration camps and in Siberia.

Why were all the Ukrainian Greek-Catholic bishops imprisoned? The only and true reason was that they had refused the voluntary transfer to the Orthodox Church. In other words, the main reason for their imprisonment was that they had refused to betray their UGCC.

The group of traitors headed by Fr. G. Kostelnik agreed with the Communist government to summon an official synod where they would “legally and voluntarily” establish “unity” of our UGCC and the Moscow Orthodox Church, whereby the UGCC would be dissolved.

Important dates connected with the liquidation of UGCC:  

11 March 1945 – the following bishops were imprisoned: J. Slipyi, M. Budka, M. Charnetskyi, H. Khomyshyn, I. Lyatyshevskyi. Along with them there were about 500 priests imprisoned.
25-26 May 1945 – there was a mass arrest of active priests.

21 September 1945 – Bishop J. Kotsylovskyi was imprisoned and about 500 priests deported from Poland to Siberia.

8-10 March 1946 – the so-called Lvov pseudosynod took place, 232 priests and 19 laymen in attendance (Galicia had 2950 priests at the time).

7 June 1946 – Bishop J. Kotsylovskyi was deported to R.S.F.S.R.

9 June 1946 – Bishop H. Lakota was deported to R.S.F.S.R. (and on 12 Sept. 1950 died in prison).

17 January 1947 – Bishop H. Khomyshyn was tortured to death in prison.

1 November 1947 – Bishop T. Romzha was killed.

1983 – Bishop O. Khira died in exile in Kazakhstan.

Today let us put a question: If e.g. the Supreme Archbishop Met. J. Slipyi, or Card. L. Husar today, wrote a pastoral letter wherein by virtue of obedience he would oblige all Greek-Catholics “to enter into unity” with the Orthodox Church along with him, could the priests and the faithful of UGCC obey him? The answer: No, they could not; in the moment when he would give such an order he would be automatically excommunicated from the Church as a traitor and none of his orders would oblige the faithful of UGCC any more!

Someone might say: “How dare you at all think in such way?” The answer: “If one calls our believers schismatics (Orthodox), it is a psychological preparation for schism! Therefore it is necessary to renounce the spirit of betrayal that liquidated our UGCC at the Lvov pseudosynod in 1946. The Synod of UGCC should forbid this form of address for our believers in the divine liturgy. This is not a trifle, this is a vital thing. Behind this word is concentrated the power of spirit, namely of the spirit of betrayal!” 

After the Lvov pseudosynod (8-10 March 1946) the bishops and priests were in prisons and officially the Church did not exist. There were only a few courageous priests who worked underground, baptized, administered marriages, celebrated liturgies from house to house... The Communist KGB persecuted these secret priests and the faithful believers. However, the spirit of betrayal penetrated even into these small illegal groups of believers, and that was through the Redemptorists. It seems impossible. The faithful Greek-Catholics did not become Orthodox and suffered therefor. And then, when they came in secret to a certain house where the holy liturgy was celebrated by a Redemptorist, during the liturgy this priest addressed them as Orthodox. Many Basilians expressly told the Redemptorists that they were traitors and KGB collaborators and that they were thus liquidating the last remains of the faithful even more effectively than the KGB themselves.

This betrayal evoked a tension between the Redemptorists and the Basilians. Who ought to repent today? In the first place the Redemptorists who by their catchphrases about the purification of rite were hypocritically betraying the Church. Why did these Redemptorists not tell our believers honestly: “You’d better publicly attend the Orthodox churches. It is a nonsense to hold secret liturgies and there to emphasize that you are Orthodox.” Behind this insincerity was and is human pride unable to humbly admit the truth. Pride opens human nature to a concrete spirit of betrayal or apostasy. This spirit then rules reason and mind. One may then even work “sincerely” and sacrifice oneself, yet this does not justify the betrayal in which one persists. 

Until this day the Redemptorists have not repented of this betrayal. These bishops must publicly renounce this spirit of betrayal, otherwise the existence of our UGCC has no sense. Today the most important thing for them is to start to repent sincerely, to receive the Holy Spirit, the Spirit of truth, into the root of their being, and as good shepherds to be ready even to sacrifice their lives for Christ’s sake and for the sake of the flock entrusted to them. Let them take example by the Apostles, but also by our bishops-martyrs.

“Help” from the West

The year 1990, owing to the blood of martyrs and the suffering of the faithful, saw the renewal of the UGCC. The fact that many returned to the UGCC no more but remained Orthodox was obviously due to the sins of betrayal, particularly on the part of the Redemptorists. 
Instead of growing and developing, the renewed Church began to stagnate and was exposed to gradual liquidation. From the West came I. Datsko, who as an auxiliary to Card. M. Ljubachivskyi started a covert liquidation of our Church. 

In 1992 he and the General Superior of the sisters of OSBM pulled a few strings to remove a true Catholic Provincial Superior along with a number of sisters. All that was mean and purposeful. In the name of so-called Eastern spirituality the living relation to our Saviour, which was concretized in the worship of the Most Sacred Heart, was destroyed. In place of it, these reformers gave no other vital form that would awaken and develop the relation to Jesus. 
In 1996 L. Husar was illegally installed as Head of the UGCC. Along with Dr. I. Datsko (USA) he then practically without obstacles ruled the policy of gradual liquidation of our Church in conformity with the spirit of Balamand. The priests were and are forced to emphasize in the liturgy that our believers are Orthodox. One is thus continuing the traitorous policy of Dr. Kostelnik and of like-minded Redemptorists. Card. L. Husar has installed another liberal American B. Gudzyak as rector of the newly established Catholic university (UCU). The university has thus become a seedbed of the spirit of New Age and of the spirit of schism and it re-educates the last remains of the young generation from truly Catholic families into janizaries, without the students concerned or their parents even realizing it. The spirit of the liberal West, the spirit of New Age are already blowing here very strongly. 

Among the next co-workers of Card. L. Husar there is also sr. Dia Stasiuk from USA, who re-educates our men and women religious in a spirit of apostasy by way of modern psychologies and occult practices, thus turning them into de facto workers of New Age. Into the Bishops’ Synod Card. L. Husar has chosen such bishops who will not put obstacles in the way of the spirit of schism and Western apostasy either. 
The opportunity for the spiritual renewal of the Church and nation in the period after coming out of illegality (resurrection) was great, if only there had been an opportunity given for true repentance and for evangelization. At that time even whole Galicia would have received God’s Spirit and gradually there could have been a powerful mission done in Eastern Ukraine where people have great hunger for God. Today the spiritual vacuum there is being filled by sects founded on the basis of buddhism and hinduism. This is because we Catholics were unable to perform an effective mission and to stand in a spiritual battle for the salvation of immortal souls in this part of Ukraine. The crime of purposeful blocking of the Spirit of God, which was committed against our Church after coming out of illegality, lies therefore on the conscience of a number of culprits. 

Repentance

Repentance should be not only on the part of the Redemptorists, for the reason that they opened themselves to the spirit of betrayal, but on the part of the Basilians as well, in that they did not care for a sound formation of new vocations and for their preparation for a true mission. Similarly, the Basilians today should repent that some of them call the Catholic believers Orthodox (Rome – Generalate OSBM, Kyiv, Bryukhovychi, Zolochiv). 
The Congregation for the Oriental Churches should repent, too, that they promoted a false programme which served the liquidation of our Church, which was justified as a necessity to create the conditions for a dialogue with the Orthodox. Against the protest of three Metropolitans the State Secretary A. Sodano lawlessly promoted L. Husar to the post of Head of the UGCC with the aim of her liquidation. Nobody has repented of this.

Seminarists and religious were not and until today have not been led to the most essential thing, and that is personal conversion and the way of following Christ in concrete life. Instead, one is forcing upon them different philosophies based on Kant, Chardin, various heretical theologies, HCT and modern psychologies which cause not only the loss of identity but also the loss of the saving faith. And these poisoned souls, not only through the UCU but also through the seminary OSBM in Bryukhovychi, are no longer capable of any mission. They mostly become mere harm to the Church and to the nation. But these young people wanted to follow Jesus! However, they were deceived, and this is a crime committed against these poor young priests, religious and students. This is a crime crying to heaven: Instead of the Spirit of Christ they have been infected with the spirit of New Age, and that officially within the Church and by virtue of obedience!

This is a true and painful diagnosis. But we ask: What is the solution? And is there any at all? The answer: “With God nothing is impossible.” If we rend our hearts and not our garment in humility before God, God will give the solution. He will give the spiritual awakening to all Ukraine, but there is one condition – true repentance. This requires spiritually mature people, such as Moses and Aaron through whom God brought the people of Israel out of the Egyptian slavery. Or God may use some other variant; however, without our repentance He will not do it. Therefore the avoidance of repentance exposes to danger the salvation of every bishop, religious and priest. Refusal of repentance is elementary disobedience to God and His Word and hinders the pouring of grace for the spiritual resurrection of Ukraine.

Conclusion

The only way to the spiritual awakening of the individual, family and nation is the way of true repentance. Our UGCC has until this day not repented of opening herself to the spirit of betrayal that liquidated our Church through the so-called Lvov pseudosynod in 1946. 

In Christ,

Fr. Markian V. Hitiuk ThLic. OSBM

Fr. Metoděj R. Špiřík ThD. OSBM

Fr. Eliáš A. Dohnal ThD. OSBM

Pidhirtsi, 28th February 2008

Copies to:

· The Holy Father Benedict XVI

· Cardinals and Bishops of the Catholic Church

Address: Monastery OSBM, 80660 Pidhirtsi, Brody district, Lvov region, Ukraine
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