HCT – Historicity of the Gospels, inspiration, and the need to repent of HCT (VII.)
To Cardinals and Bishops of the Catholic Church

In the book “Four Words from Ukraine” (www.community.org.ua) the activity of HCT is expressed by the following comparison: If something similar as nowadays occurs in the Church should occur for example in agriculture, then the soil yields would no longer be decisive and instead of it one would just theorize, make up intellectual “top level” problems, and the result would be that the inhabitants would starve to death. For the Church the activity of liberal theologians of HCT is the same as for agriculture would be a training of agronomists who would cultivate various species of pest, competing with one another until they would infest all the crops so much that they would eventually cause a world famine.

Card. J. Ratzinger writes: “The exegesis which no longer lives the Bible is turning into an archaeology, the dead are burying their own dead.” 

One hundred years ago Pius X following the example of St. Charles Borromeo established commissions for the doctrine of the faith in the particular dioceses towards the recovery of the Church from the heresies of Modernism (cf. HCT). The commissions were responsible for the orthodoxy of teaching at the theological schools and for the indication of heresies in religious books. Through this measure connected even with the enforcement of practical life of faith came a recovery of the Church lasting several decades. Unfortunately, this spirit returned back to the Church in the sixties again. 

The only solution is repentance 

A testimony: I remember that the interior break which manifested itself by repentance and by coming out from spiritual blindness happened with me more than 25 years ago: It was necessary to make a step of childlike faith – to believe in my heart in Jesus, that He died for my sins and to confess it with my mouth (cf. Romans 10:9). This step was a conversion from the dead faith to the biblical faith and at the same time receiving of the Holy Spirit in fullness (see Acts 9:17). For the receiving of the Holy Spirit in fullness God lays down the following conditions – to be converted (cf. Acts 2:37f) and to ask for Him in faith (cf. Lk 11:13). When I made this concrete step of faith and then opened my mouth, out of it came the first word of prayer in an unknown language and then next and next followed (cf. Acts 10:46; 19:6). Beside the gift of prayer I began to understand the Holy Scripture in its essence anew, as it really is, and I started to draw the Spirit of life from it. Naturally, this beginning did not suffice; it is necessary to hold out in faithfulness to the Lord Jesus in the desert of the world as His witness. For this testimony and perseverance He gave us not only His Spirit but even concrete conditions (cf. Acts 2:42). One of them is the interior prayer in which the purpose is opening oneself time and again to the Spirit of truth, the spirit of repentance. 

Similar experience of opening oneself to the Holy Spirit was undergone by my present fellow brothers, too. The biblical programme of repentance is the receiving of Jesus Christ as one’s Saviour and Lord and the receiving of the Holy Spirit in fullness. This way is vital for every seminarist, priest, religious, teacher of theology or bishop. The Apostle Paul calls in humility: “I urge you to become like me.” (Gal 4:12) He committed himself wholly to Jesus and received His Spirit in fullness. On his pattern we did the same. A concrete step of repentance is to break with the spirit of HCT, with false theologies, unfruitful academism, philosophizing, with the spirit of Sadduceanism (unbelief), with the spirit of Pharisaism, ritualism and scribery, which many priests put on the first place before Jesus. What a strong spirit of Judaism there was with some Judaeo-Christians with whom St. Paul had to fight hardly (Gal 2:12f). If we get converted and take up the way of repentance – purification – of these conglomerates of thoughts, then our eyes will start opening and the Word of God will really become a lamp to our feet (cf. Ps 119:105) and “will be profitable for us for teaching, for reproof, for correction...” (2Tim 3:16)
God’s word is inspired

a) “All Scripture is given by inspiration of God.” (2Tim 3:16)

b) “First of all you must understand this, that no prophecy of Scripture is a matter of one’s own interpretation.” (2Pt 1:20)
Besides these two main testimonies we can find almost on every page of the Bible its own testimony that it is God’s Word, or the Holy Scripture. If we do not believe this own testimony of the Bible, we not only defy the Word of God, but at the same time we thereby make God Himself, the author of the Holy Scripture, a liar. HCT says: “We cannot look at the Bible as at the Holy Scripture, but at the most as at the book which takes pretension to be the Holy Scripture.” Supposing that we let ourselves be drawn down onto a level where we compare so-called “sacred writings” (Vedas, Upanishads, Koran…) one with another so that finally we maybe admit that the Bible enjoys some relative priority, we are guilty of idolatry. How dare we compare the living God with human patchworks? Why, He is not only the Creator, but He is also our Lord, our God Almighty who reigns. He is the One who maintains and rules the whole creation in every moment. Who considers the Word of God on principle comparable with other “sacred writings”, the one degrades God to the level of idols. From this is evident that religionistic comparison which forms the basis of HCT is an abominable idolatry. It tolerates other gods beside God and pays them the same honour. 

Prof. E. Linnemann speaks about so-called biblical science

“Who wants to serve God (as a priest) must dare to give space for atheism in his mind. Pious feelings are kindly allowed to him but his thinking has to adopt the principal atheistic axiom that God practically does not exist. This is a perversion. Historic-critical theology is based on lie. Therefore science here is not a synonym of truth but a rebellion against God which unjustly suppresses the truth. 

G. Kümmel claims that one can read the spiritual contents of the Scriptures ‘uninfluenced by dogmatics’ only by means of historical science. In other words – if I refuse pulling my mind through the eye of the needle of this atheistic science, and I read the Bible simply in the way it is, I am already supposed to be influenced by dogmatics.”

The reception of the elementary information from the Bible – that God exists, that Jesus died for the sinners, that after death there is God’s Judgement and then eternal condemnation or a new life in eternity – all that is dogmatics, that means the rudiments of the Scripture, and this, according to HCT, must not influence us. However, if I am not going to receive these basic truths, I refuse the Love of God and I will be condemned because of my pride and unbelief. 

“Woe to the one who has to appear with such a statement before the judgement seat of God. I am so grateful that Jesus’ blood washed away my sins and guilts. After all, I was not better, rather worse, and I also used to utter such irresponsible statements. And whoever takes up the historic-critical theology (HCT), will attain to it as well. Just as I cannot be only a bit pregnant so I cannot be only a bit historic-critical.”


So Prof. E. Linnemann is convinced by her own experience that HCT is a spiritual poison. That is why she radically rejects even the least coquetting with this spirit of lie and death which works through HCT. 


“HCT is a heretical teaching; as to this point – at least concerning R. Bultmann – our evangelic circles are at one. However, there are no substantial differences between R. Bultmann and other representatives of this stream. God’s Word gives us clear instructions how to behave towards heretical teachings (2Jn 10f; Col 2:8; 2Pt 3:17). Observance of these instructions cannot be compatible with the study of HCT. I am not better than thiefs, fornicators, adulterers and historic-critical theologians, but in the same way as I resist adultery in the name of Jesus, I can resist HCT, too, and in trouble I can call to my Saviour.”
Gospels and history

The Gospels describe real historical events. They are historical testimonies of the life, words and deeds of Jesus Christ. It is similar as when a witness during the cross-examination describes a particular event to the judge, and lays stress upon certain facts which can explain the substance of the whole event. Other facts, which are immaterial to him and to the substance of the process, are omitted by him. The apostles are witnesses of historical events from the life, death and resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Completely devious and mistaken are the “axioms” of HCT which sever the Gospels from concrete historical events and put them on a level of fantasy and “myths”. Let us not forget that in the times when the apostles lived there were thousands of witnesses to the real events who would react “critically” to the false “myths”. After all, the very Gospels, the Acts of the Apostles as well as the Epistles witness to the existence of an irreconcilable opposition not only on the part of the Jews themselves but also on the part of pagan philosophers. If the Gospels had witnessed to something different than what the apostles and the early Church preached, there would have been nothing easier than to remind of the historical reality. However, we have not a single mention of a different course of the historical events. Not even Jews in the Acts of the Apostles were able to convict Paul of lie and deceit during the interrogation by the Roman consuls, since the Romans themselves well knew what had happened in Jerusalem (Acts 24:22; 26:2).
For the testimony to Jesus Christ not only all the apostles laid down their lives but even thousands of other first Christian martyrs (cf. for example Acts 7 – stoning to death the first martyr Stephen).

HCT separates the “Christ of faith” from the “historical Christ”, which is a heresy condemned by the Church. The apostles and evangelists witness to Christ and to historical events.

This historicity is testified even by extra-Biblical sources. Christian authors, as Papias (yr. 100-130), St. Irenaeus (yr. 130-202), St. Ignatius (yr. 70-110), St. Polycarp (yr. 69-155) etc., who followed directly after the post-apostolic times, had no doubts about the historicity of the Gospels. Even non-Christian authors confirm the historical realities described in the Gospels. The Roman historian Tacitus (1st century) writes: “Chrestos (Christ), after whose name they named the Christians, was condemned by Pontius Pilate, one of our procurators, in the time of the reign of Tiberius.” The Jewish historian Josephus Flavius (yr. 37-100) described the events of Jesus’ life as follows: “At that time there lived Jesus, a wise man, in so far as he can be called a man, because he worked miracles and was a teacher of the people who received the truth. He won himself a great number of Jews and pagans. He was the Christ, and when Pilate, influenced by our prominent men, condemned him to crucifixion, then those who loved him from the very beginning did not renounce him. Because he appeared to them alive on the third day, in accordance with the prophecies of the prophets…”

Lucian of Samosata (2nd century), who was one of the most stubborn enemies of the Church, similarly wrote about Christians. Another extra-Biblical source is Talmud. Here is written: “On the evening before the Passover they hung Jeshu (Jesus).”

Modern archaeological excavations in Palestine only confirm that which was written in the New-Testament writings. One of the greatest archaeologians Sir William Ramsau called the Acts of the Apostles an exact source of information about the events from the 1st century. 
Situation in Ukraine

After the fall of Communism (1990) young religious and laymen were sent for studies to the West. Today many of them are already teaching at six theological faculties in Ukraine and they bring here often unconsciously the destructive spirit of HCT. The fact that these people studied in Rome cannot change it; quite the contrary, through their presumed authority and so-called orthodoxy the students receive the spirit of the death. 

The greatest danger is the so-called Ukrainian Catholic University (UCU) which also includes theology for laymen. UCU educates young laymen who are being slowly poisoned by the spirit of HCT from the West without even being conscious of it. The fact that the school teaches how to sing tunes and sets as an ideal the abstract Eastern spirituality without life and without true repentance is a mere guise to deceive sincere students as well as their parents. For believing students it is better to study at secular schools as there is a lesser danger of opening oneself for the spirit of the New Age and the spirit of HCT. 

What kind of spirit and what kind of people form, or rather spiritually deform, the academic youth at UCU? It is people from the West who have nothing in common with true holiness or with a true life of prayer and repentance. The Orthodox Church rejects HCT as well as the interreligious dialogue, while the basis of theology at UCU is formed right by this demagogical ideology of HCT; therefore adverting here to the Eastern spirituality is a big hypocrisy. 

The Word of God is inseparable

Prof. E. Linnemann writes: “In HCT, however, it is usual that individual parts of God’s Word are not attributed the same value. So one is looking for ‘a canon in a canon’, one is performing, as they call it, a matter-of-fact criticism, making attempts to set the New Testament against the Old one, Paul against James, Genesis 1 against Genesis 2, Jesus is said to have brought a different God than was the God of the Old Testament. Where the enemy is unable to lead us away from the whole word, he tries to lead us to the impudence of our own evaluation. He managed to do so also with Martin Luther who through his ill and audacious evaluation of the Epistle of James as ‘a straw epistle’ was made State’s evidence of HCT. The divergence may at first be completely small, but gradually it comes to light that we are on a wrong track, that means: a few crossings out in God’s Word, here one shrugs his shoulders, there one takes some exceptions, then for a change one adopts a few critical ideas which are proposed as a solution when we have troubles or we persuaded ourselves that we have some – and eventually the Bible is to us no longer a fully sacred word of the living God.” 

Misuse of term

The majority of people is influenced by the general opinion that the hypotheses of HCT are founded on the results of scientific disciplines, but the reality is different. Similar is the public opinion of homeopathy – that it is a kind of complement to the scientific medicine. However, the reality is such that homeopathy has nothing to do with scientific medicine. The essence of homoeopathy is based on irrational hypotheses, that similar is cured by similar, that the lesser is the concentration of the curing substance the higher is the effectiveness of the remedy. Next, that by means of shaking the remedy gets filled with some cosmic energy. A part of homeopathy is also typology which is analogous to horoscopes in astrology. As homeopathy so even HCT shelter themselves behind science. In reality, in homeopathy one meets with magic and in HCT with demagogy. 

Comments in the Holy Scripture

The introductions to biblical books contained in the ecumenical edition of the Bible in CR are written on the basis of HCT. This refers also to the introductions of Prof. J. Heriban in the Slovak edition of the Bible. Furthermore, e.g. the book “Let us know the Bible” issued by the Catechetic Commission of the Lviv eparchy (1996). 
Prohibition of HCT

Objection: It is no longer possible to prohibit HCT when it became so spread, it has even some positive qualities. 

Answer:

1) HCT abuses even positive qualities; the result, however, is spiritual death. If a glass of poison contains pure water, we have to pour out the whole contents.

We can apply history, philology, archaeology for a better understanding of the Bible, yet definitively without the HCT ideology.

2) According to the principle of St. Ignatius – in so far as possible, nothing more and nothing less – it holds true that we should use the means in so far as they lead to the last goal, namely to salvation and eternal life. In so far we have to renounce the means, and even the good ones, as they do not lead to the goal. In the case of HCT the thing is clear – its fruit is a total decay within the Church. That is why there is a radical cut, a radical operation needed.

3) In the past there were disputes between Molinists and Thomists going on in theology concerning grace. Although these disputes were harmless, they led into unprofitable discussions, therefore for the good of the Church the Pope prohibited them. The more is the need of the prohibition of HCT in the Catholic Church. 
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