HCT and Magisterium (V.)
Letter to Cardinals and Bishops of the Catholic Church
At the beginning of the 20th century the Church opened herself to Modernism. This manifested itself in such a way that theologians casted doubt upon all basic truths of the Christian faith. Catholic biblists on the pattern of their Protestant colleagues began to cast doubt upon the historicity of the Old as well as the New Testaments, upon the authorship of the particular books of the Holy Scripture, upon the inspiration and infallibility of the Holy Scripture and upon all miracles. This antichristian spirit in the Church was radically opposed by St. Pius X. During his pontificate (1903-1914) the Apostolic See issued 15 documents altogether which defended and explained the faith of the Catholic Church in relation to the Holy Scripture. Some of the documents:

1) A Response of the Biblical Commission dated 13th February 1905 (DH 3372)  


The response is directed against the modernistic exegetes and is related to the defence of the inspiration and infallibility of the Holy Scripture.
2) A Response of the Biblical Commission dated 23rd  June 1905 (DH 3373)


The contents of the response again concerns the inspiration and infallibility of the Holy Scripture.
3) A Response of the Biblical Commission dated 27th June 1906 (DH 3394-3397)


The response is directed against the exegetes who deny Moses’ authorship of the five books of Moses.

4) A Response of the Biblical Commission dated 29th May 1907 (DH 3398-3400)


The response includes the defence of historicity and authenticity of John’s Gospel. The author is the Apostle John. The events recorded in the Gospel are therefore historical facts. 

5) The Decree of the Holy Office “Lamentabili” from 3rd July 1907 (DH 3401-3466) 

The Decree was issued against Modernism and it contains a condemnation of the fundamental premises – axioms of HCT. It emphasizes the inspiration and infallibility of the Scriptures and the historicity of the events described in the Old and the New Testament. 

6) The Encyclical of St. Pius X: “Pascendi Dominici gregis” from 8th September 1907 (DH 3475-3500)

Pius X condemns the philosophical foundations of Modernism. 

Others: 7) DH 3503; 8) DH 3505-9; 9) DH 3512-19; 10) DH 3521-3528; 11) DH 3537-50; 12) DH 3561-67; 13) DH 3568-78; 14) DH 3581-90; 15) DH 3591-93;

Some important documents of the Magisterium with an infallible or doctrinal character:
1) The Council of Florence (1439-1445) (DH 1300-1353)

· rejection of the Apocrypha of Jacobites

· God of the Old and the New Testament is One and the same

· acknowledgment of the canon of the Holy Scripture and of the inspiration of the Bible

· acknowledgment of the authorship of the Gospels and of the Epistles 

2) The Council of Trent (1545-1563) (DH 1501-1505)

Erasmus cast doubt upon the authenticity of the completion of Mark’s Gospel (16:9f), upon the episode with the public woman sinner (Jn 7:53-8:11) and upon so-called “Comma Joanneum” (1Jn 5:7f). Erasmus claimed that the Epistle to the Hebrews was not written by the Apostle Paul and that the author of the Epistle of James is not the Apostle James. 

M. Luther rejected the canonicity of some books of the Old Testament and he divided the New Testament into three groups:

1) fundamental scriptures

2) scriptures complementing the first ones

3) non-canonical scriptures: The Epistle to Hebrews, The Epistle of James, The Epistle of Jude and the Apocalypse  

The Council of Trent motivated by these assertions issued the Decree “Sacrosancta” on the Holy Scripture and the Tradition, which is a dogmatic definition as ensues from its introduction. In this document the Church confirmed and determined:

1) The canon of the Holy Scripture (Old and New Testament).
2) The Author of the Holy Scripture is God and therefore the books of the Old and the New Testament contain infallible truths of faith and historical events. 

3) The author of the Pentateuch is Moses.
4) It was definitely confirmed that the authors of the Gospels are the Evangelist Matthew, Evangelist Mark, Evangelist Luke and Apostle John. The author of the Acts of the Apostles is the Evangelist Luke. The author of the Epistles of John and of the Apocalypse is the Evangelist and Apostle John. The author of all his 14 epistles is the Apostle Paul. 

3) The First Vatican Council (1870) (DH 3000-3045)
The dogmatic constitution “Dei Filius” acknowledges again the canon of the Holy Scripture (see Trent) and emphasizes the inspiration and infallibility of the Holy Scripture the author of which is God and which as such is passed over to the Church.

“Therefore no one is allowed to explain the Holy Scripture in contradistinction with this meaning or in contradistinction with the general accord of the Fathers.” (DH 3004-3007)

4) Leo XIII: The Encyclical “Providentissimus Deus” (1893) (DH 3280-3294)
The Pope Leo XIII pointed out the universal principles of the interpretation of the Holy Scriptures. One has to adhere to what the Church has already officially accepted or what the Fathers teach in general. These principles have been marked out already by the Council of Trent and by the First Vatican Council.

“However, if the sense of some part of the Scriptures has not been established in the Church yet, it is necessary to adhere to the analogy of the faith.” 

5) Benedict XV: The Encyclical “Spiritus Paraclitus” (1920) (DH 3650-3654)
6) The declaration of the Holy Office “Comma Joanneum” (DH 3681-3682)
This declaration confirms counter to exegetes (HCT) the authenticity and authorship of the Apostle and Evangelist John in 1Jn 5:7f.
7) Pius XII: The Encyclical “Divino Afflante Spiritu” (1943) (DH 3825-3831)
The Pope Pius XII permits a scientific research into the Bible so that the hypotheses of HCT could be given an adequate response; however, he warns the Catholic exegetes that their researches must be built upon objective scientific facts. 

8) A letter of the Biblical Commission to Cardinal Suhard, Archbishop of Paris (1948) (DH 3862-3864)
Here the issue is the first chapters of the Book of Genesis. It corroborates that the author is Moses and that the Biblical narrations have a historical character. 
The Biblical Commission in the conclusion of its response refers to the documents from 27th June 1906 on the authenticity of the five books of Moses and to the document from 30th July 1909 on the historical character of the first three chapters of the Book of Genesis. (EB 1956 Nr. 335-343) 

9) Pius XII: The Encyclical “Humani Generis” (1950) (DH 3875-3899)
The encyclical speaks about new tendencies and dangers in theology. It is set against Neomodernism. It also comments on the letter of the Biblical Commission to Card. Suhard. 
The adherents of this system (HCT) want to defend their ideas and they wrongly refer to the letter which shortly before was sent to the Archbishop of Paris. The Pope writes: “The first eleven chapters of the Book of Genesis do not correspond to the principles of the historical method which was used by the distinguished Greek and Latin authors or by the learned historians of our time. Nevertheless, they bear a historical character in all intents and purposes… If the hagiographers somehow drew from folk narrations, one should never forget that they did so by God’s inspiration which protected them from errors in selecting the documents.”

10) The Second Vatican Council (1962-1965) – “Dei Verbum” (DH 4201-4235)
The Second Vatican Council confirmed the doctrine of the Council of Trent on the supernatural inspiration of the Holy Scripture – of the Old and the New Testaments. 

It likewise confirmed the hitherto teaching of the Church on the historicity and authenticity of the Books of the Old and the New Testaments.

11) The Instruction of the Pontifical Commission (1964) (DH 4402-07)
The instruction definitely emphasizes and confirms historical veracity of the Gospels and authenticity of the Books of the New Testament. 

The Pontifical Biblical Commission allows using some harmless elements included in Formgeschichte (HCT), but at the same time it points at false philosophical foundations and false premises – axioms of this method.

Conclusion:
The Church Tradition and all doctrinal documents of the Church’s Magisterium definitely reject the hypotheses of HCT about inauthenticity and unhistoricity of the Books of the Old and the New Testaments. Regarding the continuity of faith and objective criticism of HCT, today we can state: The teaching of the Catholic Church and the truth of the Christian faith is that: 

1. Moses is the author of the Pentateuch.
2. The Books of the Old Testament (including the Book of Genesis) are historical.
3. The Gospels are authentic testimonies of historical facts of the life, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ the true God and the true Man.

4. All books of the Old and the New Testament have God as the Author and contain infallible truths of faith and they are likewise with respect to the supernatural inspiration by the Holy Spirit preserved from whatever error (Second Vatican Council DH 4201-4235).
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