Heresies about hell

To Cardinals and Bishops of the Catholic Church

Introduction

In the book “Discussions with His Beatitude Lubomyr Husar – On Postconfessional Christianity” (ISBN 966-8197-10-0, Lvov 2006) Card. Husar says that he closes his eyes when he has to admit the existence of hell and then adds a heresy that, as he says, “noone will go to hell for ever”. 

He admits that evil spirits are in hell for ever but adds that it is hard to accept and that he does not wonder when people revolt against it. 

The teaching of the Scripture and of the Fathers of the Church is diametrically different from the attitude of Card. Husar. He is completely silent on the necessity of repentance and on Christ’s redemptive death. However, these are the essential conditions for us not to go to hell!

On page 61 in the book mentioned Card. Husar writes: “For me the hardest doctrine of the Church is the doctrine of eternal punishment... I close my eyes and say: ‘Lord, You said it, I believe it but do not understand. This is unusually complicated for me.’” 
Response: It is a shame that a cardinal of the Catholic Church is not able to explain the teaching of the Gospel and of the Church about the eternal condemnation nor the teaching about salvation connected with it. To cast doubt upon Christ’s teaching, the Cardinal uses psychological manipulation of combining the truths with the spirit of heresy. A similar method is used e.g. in the advertisements for cigarettes. The advertisements hold an expressly written truth that smoking causes cancer. However, the overall effect of the advertisement is quite the contrary – the propagation of smoking. Similarly, to sow the spirit of heresy, Card. Husar misuses the form of an outwardly sincere prayer holding a true statement: “Lord, You said it, I believe it but do not understand ...” However, within the general context there prevails an attitude of unbelief. The result then is a denial of the fundamental truth of the faith about eternal condemnation.

The Catechism does not cast doubt on this truth but defines it clearly: “Immediately after death the souls of those who die in a state of mortal sin descend into hell, where they suffer the punishments of hell – eternal fire.” (CCC 1035) This is clearly formulated by St. Basil too: “... The Lord said that these will go away into eternal punishment (Mt 25:46) and further he sends others into the eternal fire which is prepared for the devil and his angels. And in another place, when speaking about the hell of fire, he adds: ‘Where their worm does not die, and the fire is not quenched.’ (Mk 9:48) In the God-inspired Scripture one can find many similar statements. It is a demonic deceit that many people forget about so clear words of the Lord and invent a kind of end of the punishments so that they may have more courage to sin.” (Short Rules 267)
St. John Chrysostom does not close his eyes nor shelters himself hypocritically behind ostensible prayer but he calls: “We need to speak about hell lest we descend thereinto.” And St. John Climacus says: “Let the remembrance of eternal fire go to bed with you every evening and let it also rise with you.” 
The Head of the UGCC, entrusted with apostolic authority, closes his eyes to the reality. Why rather doesn’t he simply show the solution – the remission of sins and the gift of salvation in Jesus Christ? The Apostles preached the Gospel and did not close their eyes to the truths of faith, nor did they cast doubt upon them by saying that they did not understand them and that they found them unusually complicated. On the contrary, they went into all the world, preached the Gospel and stressed: “He who does not believe will be condemned.” (Mk 16:16)
Card. Husar continues: “The same problem is with the existence of the evil spirits that are condemned for ever. It is hard to accept and I do not wonder about the fact that people revolt against it.”
Response: What nonsense is this? If there is some problem we should have at heart, it is the problem of salvation of our own soul and of the souls of our neighbours. We have to fear lest the blood of our Saviour should flow for us in vain. What kind of apprehension is it to fear that the evil spirits will perhaps never be let loose? Head of the UGCC finds it hard to accept! The one who should bind the evil spirits and send them to the pit of hell so that they never return is, on the contrary, on friendly terms with them. Isn’t it owing to the fact that they swing his pendulum during divination as stated by him in another place (see pg. 63)?
Card. Husar continues: “We have a cruel and unjust notion of God. It is not so simple to think that a person who committed a serious fault and even a very serious fault has to suffer for ever.”
Response: A person who committed a serious fault and even a very serious fault will not have to suffer for ever if he repents in truth. The Lord Jesus took our sins as well as the punishment we deserved for them on Himself. He underwent death in order to save us from the eternal death. Everyone who receives the Lord Jesus as one’s personal Saviour and also dies with this faith will not perish but have eternal life: “For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.” (Jn 3:16) Card. Husar calls this a cruel and unjust notion of God.

The servant of God is obliged: “To open the eyes of the unbelieving, in order to turn them from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan to God, that they may receive forgiveness of sins through faith in Christ Jesus.” (cf. Acts 26:18) Cruelty is when the servant of God does not do so but does quite the opposite; he then bears the responsibility for the eternal condemnation of many!

Card. Husar continues: “There is still another explanation: that God sends no one to hell. Only those who reject God descend there. But how can one reject God’s grace? This is a mystery.”
Response: Here it seems as if Card. Husar talked orthodoxly when admitting that God sends noone to hell but that it is man who condemns himself when he rejects God. But then again he obscures the rejection of God by not saying clearly that man rejects God through deadly sins. What is the teaching of the Church? “To die in mortal sin without repenting and accepting God’s merciful love means remaining separated from God for ever.” (CCC 1033)

By his question: “But how can one reject God’s grace?” Card. Husar means to say that it is practically impossible that someone could reject God and God’s grace and be condemned. What is the Catholic teaching? “If anyone without repentance dies in mortal sin, without a doubt he is tortured forever by the flames of eternal hell.” (DS 839) Then instead of presenting the clear doctrine of the Catholic Church Card. Husar casts doubt upon the truth and obscures it with a mystical phrase: “This is a mystery.” The shepherd’s duty is to explain the divine truths and mysteries, so that God’s people may live by them, and not to cast doubt upon them and thus to disable the faith in Christ and in the essential truths. Such activity is a betrayal of Christ and the Church.
In the discussion with Card. Husar Arzhakovskyi puts a question: “However, there were some Church Fathers, such as Gregory of Nyssa, who believed in apocatastasis. The idea that everyone can be saved, even the greatest sinner, was not condemned.”

Response: Here Arzhakovskyi consciously conceals the fact that even the greatest sinner can be saved but only while he lives here on earth and on condition that he repents. Christ and the Church definitely teach that after death one can repent no more. A. Arzhakovskyi consciously conceals that there is no more chance of repentance after death and he conceals too that the heresy called apocatastasis, which is similar to the heresy of reincarnation, was condemned by the Church as early as the 6th century. 

“If anyone says or holds that the punishment of the demons and of impious men is temporary, and that it will have an end at some time, that is to say, there will be a complete restoration (apocatastasis) of the demons or of impious men, let him be anathema.” (DS 411)
To the question of Arzhakovskyi about apocatastasis Card. Husar replies: “I myself close my eyes and make an act of faith, and I have a hope that God’s grace works in such manner that noone will go to hell for ever.” 
Response: This citation is in compliance neither with the Holy Scripture nor with the teaching of the Church Fathers nor with the teaching of the Church and it is a practical heresy. Jesus says: “Broad is the way that leads to destruction, and there are many who go in by it.” (Mt 7:13) Card. Husar, by contrast, says a heresy that “noone will go to hell for ever.”
Fear of hell leads to wisdom

“The affirmations of Sacred Scripture and the teachings of the Church on the subject of hell are a call to the responsibility ... They are at the same time an urgent call to conversion (cf. Mt 7:13 – the narrow gate).

Since we know neither the day nor the hour, we should follow the advice of the Lord and watch constantly so that we may not, like the wicked and slothful servants, be ordered to depart into the eternal fire, into the outer darkness where men will weep and gnash their teeth.” (CCC 1036) This much the Catechism. St. John Chrysostom says: “What is more dreadful than hell, and there is nothing more wholesome than the fear of it. Because the fear of hell brings us the wreath of the kingdom. Where there is fear of hell there is no envy... where there is fear there is no torture by love for money, where there is fear anger is choked, evil lust destroyed, whatever evil desire uprooted. 

Just as no bandit or thief or other criminal can appear in the house of an armed soldier, it is when fear of hell rules our soul. Then none of the low lusts can easily enter our soul but all of them leave and flee driven away by the power of fear... Nothing is so effective in uprooting the sin, nothing helps virtues grow and develop so much as constant fear of hell. The one who does not live in this fear cannot gain virtues and, on the contrary, the one who lives in this fear cannot sin.”

Conclusion

Card. Husar closes his eyes when admitting the existence of hell and then adds a heresy that, as he says, “noone will go to hell for ever”. 

He admits that evil spirits are in hell for ever but adds that it is hard to accept and that he does not wonder when people revolt against it. 

The teaching of the Scripture and of the Fathers of the Church is diametrically different from the attitude of Card. Husar. The Apostle calls: “If anyone preaches any other gospel to you than what we have preached, let him be anathema!” (cf. Gal 1:8-9) As for the necessity of repentance and Christ’s redemptive death the Cardinal is completely silent. However, these are the essential conditions for us not to go to hell!

Christ is risen! Christ is risen indeed!
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