Heresies about occult powers – so-called energies

A review of the book “Discussions with His Beatitude Card. L. Husar – On Postconfessional Christianity” (pg. 62-63)
To the Synod of the UGCC

Introduction

In relation to Card. Husar St. Basil would probably repeat his words: “If the one whose duty is to exhort neglects it, he deserves the punishment as for a murderer.” (Short Rules 45)

In the Holy Scripture as well as in the Tradition of the Church the attitude towards so-called energies – demons – is definitely negative. In contradistinction to it, Card. Husar assumes a diametrically different standpoint. This is a grave sin and offence! 
The question by A. Arzhakovskyi: “What do You think of people who suppose the existence of these powers which we now speak about and as a result start reading horoscopes thereby taking the risk of falling into total fatalism?”
Card. Husar says to this: “I think, in Shakespeare’s Hamlet one reads: ‘There are more things in heaven and earth, Horatio, than are dreamt of in your philosophy.’ We are just discovering the world.” (pg. 62) (note.: Shakespeare’s play ‘Hamlet’ propagates invocation of spirits, which is explicitly forbidden by the Holy Scripture.)

Response: St. Basil answers different questions in the authority of the Word of God (see Short Rules). Card. Husar, on the contrary, answers the questions concerning the faith by saying that he doesn’t know. From his position of responsibility he should first of all present the definite attitude of the Holy Scripture and of the Church Tradition. Hamlet, who, moreover, did not even exist, represents no authority! 

Card. Husar continues: “I think that there are many powers in us and around us which we have not discovered yet. How to harmonize God’s almightiness and human freedom? I don’t know but I adhere to both assertions... There are various energies around us.”
Response: The question of energies is very topical for the nowaday believers. One has to clearly distinguish and point to the substance – what actually is the matter here, otherwise it will result in great confusion and apostasy from the saving faith. Unfortunately, Card. Husar causes this confusion himself by avoiding the essence of the problem and proceeding to a marginal issue that does not solve the particular matter but rather obscures it. From the position of Head of the UGCC he is obliged to approach the essential truths responsibly and define them clearly. He does so in none of his responses and, moreover, he even does quite the opposite. He does not say clearly that horoscopes are a form of divination and that the Holy Scripture categorically forbids both horoscopes and astrology (Deut 18:10). Diverse energies around us are nowadays being discussed especially by so-called extrasensory individuals who are considered to be experts in this field. However, their theories are a pack of lies that will shatter the biblical and saving faith of those Christians who take them seriously. It is the duty of a shepherd to warn the sincere believers against these spiritual powers and theories and not to muddle the waters. In their pernicious activity the extrasensory individuals and occultists will then refer to the supreme Church authority in the UGCC who, in fact, similarly to them, propagates these energies. 
What in reality are these so-called energies? This question was long ago answered by the Holy Scripture, by the Church Fathers and by the whole Church Tradition. Mentioned “energies” are spiritual beings which are evil. The Holy Scripture calls them demons. “For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the cosmic powers (energies), against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places.” (Eph 6:12f)
Card. Husar continues: “I think that there exist many elements that influence us more than we suppose. We yet need to discover them. Some days I am in perfect condition and other days for indistinct reasons I am a wolf to my secretaries, to my people. Why? I don’t know. Sometimes I know, sometimes I don’t. There are different energies around us.” 
The Cardinal even instigates us to discover these unknown energies, and the automatic consequence is that we will then communicate with them. However, this already is a way of apostasy – falling away from the living God. Card. Husar is thereby building up the “reputation” of these energies and at the same time also the reputation of the occultists and extrasensory individuals who have opened themselves to them and cooperate with them. Finally, he himself admits that he cooperates with them too by means of his pendulum. He thus gives great offence because this is the sin of divination, that is a sin against the First Commandment. The fact that the Cardinal is sometimes in spirits and sometimes out of spirits, like a wolf to his subordinates, is natural to a certain extent, but it is a shame that he does not know where the root is. The root is the sin in us, our corrupted nature. The Apostle calls: “I do not do the good I want, but the evil I do not want is what I keep on doing. It is no longer I who do it, but sin that dwells in me.” (Rom 7:19-20) That is why Jesus calls us to watchfulness (see Mt 26:41) and to self-denial (see Mt 16:24). To justify bad behaviour by stating that “there are different energies around us” is just an escape from personal repentance. 
The Cardinal recommends us to discover the hidden powers. So Card. Husar recommends discovering (studying) of occult powers, whereas the Holy Scripture resolutely forbids it (see Acts 19:19 – burning of occult literature). 
The Cardinal continues: “A curse is also a transmission of energy, but of negative one... It is some kind of energy that is not empirical.” (pg. 63)

Response: Card. Husar omits the explicit teaching of the Church concerning blessing and cursing and removes to an impersonal sphere of an influence of some energies. A believing person knows that he receives blessing from God. An obstacle is a deadly sin. Through a curse the demon influences the one who is in a state of deadly sin and the one who curses. The one who through faith and grace is connected with God cannot be affected by any curse. Again, Card. Husar does not express the substance but pushes the problem aside to some neutral sphere as if that was, as he says himself, an effect similar to radio waves. Let us imagine what would happen if a doctor did not discern roentgen radiation e.g. from solar radiation; he would cause death of many patients. And when regarding spiritual discernment, there is our eternal life at stake. In the present time there is a great invasion of spiritual streams from the Orient through martial arts and meditations connected with spiritual energies. A trainee gains these so-called energies through meditations and initiations. A Christian thus loses the faith in Jesus Christ as the only Saviour, which is the way to eternal perdition. 
All forms of occultism, including divination by pendulum, chiromancy, magnetization, reiki, acupuncture, hypnosis, homoeopathy and mysterious energies working behind the Oriental spirituality, have one common aim: To open the human soul for these spiritual energies. And this is what the Cardinal recommends, instead of warning the flock entrusted to him. 
Where and how these demonic energies work

Channeling – is a transmission of information from the invisible world through these energies. It is closely tied with spiritism.

Rebirthing – it is bringing people back into their supposed previous lives through hypnosis. This too is connected with these spiritual energies which lead away from Christ and from our salvation. 

Fr. J. Verlinde worked as a nuclear chemist and then took up the way of meditations under the guidance of Oriental masters. About ten years later he experienced conversion and testifies: “It is not possible to perform these meditation techniques, which turn us into mediums of cosmic energies, and at the same time to remain intact… One later becomes a victim of these (evil) entities.” 

Martial art – Meditation connected with fight consists in opening the resources of so-called “chi” energy. The fighter opens himself to these energies that surround him. In Ukraine there is a mass spread of martial arts connected with the propagation of these energies. Cardinal Husar has not with a single word warned against this antichristian spirit; on the contrary he even propagates it.

Aikido – “Ki” means power – energy contained in cosmos – a philosophical category of the Orient. “Ai” means harmonization, cooperation. “Do” signifies a way. The substance of the exercise and meditations is the creation of a way – harmony with cosmic energies (demons).
Tai Chi – This is an initiation into the world of false spirituality. Each lesson begins with the release of “blocked energy” and with concentration. When working with energies, one opens oneself to unknown energetic powers which one can manipulate (this flatters one’s pride). The tai-chi courses are attended by people desiring some spirituality, and they find it there; it is largely women, who have it for some kind of Oriental dance. One starts to feel to be highly spiritual and therefore studies further – chakra, aura, meditations, all Oriental religions. It is a way leading to the worship of different gods – demons, to self-idolatry and finally to the worship of animals as gods. 

So-called alternative medicine (likewise working with these energies)

Homoeopathy: One should realize that what is here to heal is not medical substance but some “immaterial energy”, that means spiritual power. On 28th April 1999, in her lecture at ATK (Warsaw), Dr. Maria Meyer from Hanover University pronounced: “Acupuncture and homoeopathy do not use natural powers but spiritual energies – entities. Who undergoes such therapies, the one opens the door for these entities.”

Reiki: The healing method of reiki is, in essence, opening oneself to demons. These hide behind an innocent term: universal cosmic reiki energy. Reikists attend our churches, yet not in order to pray but to “recharge their energy” by concentrating on sacral objects or on people. They even receive the Holy Communion in order to draw energy for their magical activity. 

Kinesiology: It also works with these energies and is connected with the teaching of yin and yang.

Acupuncture: This pagan healing therapy is based on pagan comprehension of world energy and world spirit “tao” or “chi”. It stems from the theory of yin and yang encompassing astrology and pantheism, and is rooted in buddhism. 
Magnetization: The magnetizer brings his clients unconsciously into contact with demonic powers. Fr. J. Verlinde writes: “The magnetizer opens himself to cosmic energies (demons). Once he receives an ‘unwelcome guest’, it is quite probable that this guest will also be passed through him further. The magnetizer and the person magnetized get into a state of interfusion. The persons magnetized feel negative effects yet several weeks after their visit to the magnetizer: headache, insomnia, psychic disorders. The same often occurs even after visiting a healer, hypnotizer, fortune-teller, soothsayer...”

Modern psychology: The whole contemporary psychology is permeated by occultism and false mysticism, predominantly that of the Orient. C. Rogers, the founder of humanistic psychology, does not conceal his participation in spiritistic seances. In August 1987 at the congress of The Union of Humanistic Psychology in America the psychologists and psychiatrists practised on one another channeling, rebirthing, “healing” by energies…

Oriental meditations, martial art and Oriental practices are tied with so-called spiritual energies. It is a spirituality rooted in paganism. 

Card. Husar intentionally does not distinguish between the terms and tries to interconnect two incongruous things, namely the physical phenomenon of radio waves, which are physically measurable, and so-called immeasurable (spiritual) energies working in practices such as divination by pendulum or divining-rod, in magic, in hypnosis, in acupuncture, in homoeopathy, in meditations, in martial arts of the Orient, in reiki... Card. Husar is silent on the fact that the Scripture and the Tradition definitely term these practices idolatry and a sin against the First Commandment. Both the Scripture and the Tradition reveal the substance hidden behind these so-called energies – these are spiritual entities, the fallen angels (demons). Card. Husar confesses that he cooperates with these fallen angels (demons)!

Conclusion
In relation to Card. Husar St. Basil would probably repeat his words: “If the one whose duty is to exhort neglects it, he deserves the punishment as for a murderer.” (Short Rules 45)

In the Holy Scripture as well as in the Tradition of the Church the attitude towards so-called energies – demons – is definitely negative. In contradistinction to it, Card. Husar assumes a diametrically different standpoint. This is a great sin, offence and apostasy from Christ!!! 
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