Heresies about the primacy

To Cardinals and Bishops of the Catholic Church 

Introduction

In the book “Discussions with His Beatitude Lubomyr Husar – On Postconfessional Christianity” (ISBN 966-8197-10-0, Lvov 2006) Card. Husar presents his views on the primacy of Peter.

If we compare the misleading and vague statements of Card. Husar with the clear teaching of the Catholic Church on the primacy of the Pope we have to state that Card. Husar does not profess this Catholic teaching and, in essence, he cannot even be said to be a true Catholic.
On page 57 he states that the Western Church views the primacy as expressed in the juristic formulation cum Petro et sub Petro (with Peter and under Peter). However, Card. Husar says: “My own opinion is the following: cum Petro – yes, sub Petro – no.”
Response: This is a clearly formulated heresy by a man who is a cardinal of the Catholic Church and moreover head of the Uniate Church which particularly for this truth of faith connected with the primacy of Peter made greatest sacrifices. 
Then on page 58 Card. Husar seemingly admits that the Pope has the power to admonish him or even to withdraw him in case he preached heresies (e.g., as he says, if he preached such heresy that there are four persons of the Holy Trinity), but afterwards, to the question whether he has the same power in relation to Peter he replies: “Yes, I do.” However, he secures himself by adding that “this is a different thing”. What actually does Card. Husar express thereby? He thereby clearly expresses that he is on an equal level with the Pope, and so he practically does not accept his primacy. 
A. Arzhakovskyi asks: “How can Peter maintain unity of the Church if he is just a brother?”
Card. Husar responds: “He is more than a brother. He is an elder brother.”
On pages 58 and 59 Card. Husar analyses what form, according to him, the infallibility of the Pope (Peter) has. He states here that the Pope is infallible because the Church is infallible and that God only grants to him the gift to speak in the name of the Church and not in his own name – ex cathedra. Let us take note of how the spirit of heresy works through Card. Husar. He does use the term “infallibility of the Pope” but he rejects the content which is behind it and gives it a new meaning.
Quotation: “In certain situation, when there arises some question of faith or of moral teaching, he (the Pope) is the mouth of the Church. It is then the Church that speaks and not the Pope... I accept that when a need arises, the Pope has a gift from God to speak in the name of the Church (note: but there are others who can do so, too). However, he cannot speak in his own name – ex cathedra – officially in a way that his voice would oblige all of us.” From this statement of Card. Husar it follows that:
1) The Pope is not the Vicar of Christ but merely a part of the Church, and so he does not have the infallibility ex cathedra in the true sense of the word.

2) Card. Husar rejects the fact that through the Pope Christ speaks to the Church. This is the heresy of conciliarism, i.e. that Council is equal to or higher than the Pope.

Further, Card. Husar claims that the Pope has in fact only the authority to speak alone in the name of the Church and that his so-called infallibility is participation in the infallibility of the Church. On the contrary, the Catholic doctrine says that the Church is infallible only in unity with the Pope and the Pope is infallible ex cathedra (in matters of faith and morals) even without the Council, i.e. without the college of bishops. The Pope can choose two manners of infallible definition of the truths of faith and morals: 
a) the Pope together with the Council;

b) the Pope alone.

Quotation: “We need to admit (whereof I am convinced) that the Roman Pontiff is a true successor of the Apostle Peter. This is very important for the Church.” In what sense Card. Husar understands it he explains in the following statement: “He is (only) the symbol of unity. In my opinion we have two such symbols of unity – the Holy Eucharist and the Pope.”
Response: The Pope is not only a symbol of unity but the essence (the rock) of unity of the whole Church.

Doctrine of the Catholic Church
Jesus bestowed the primacy directly upon Peter

“To the teaching of Sacred Scriptures oppose those who affirm that the primacy was not immediately and directly bestowed upon the blessed Peter himself, but upon the Church, and through this Church upon him.” (DS 3054)
A heretical view: just a primacy of honour
“If anyone then says that the blessed Apostle Peter received great honour (note: elder brother) but did not receive from our Lord Jesus Christ directly and immediately the primacy in true and proper jurisdiction: let him be anathema” (excommunicated from the Catholic Church). (DS 3055)
Peter is to guard the deposit of faith

“The Holy Spirit was not promised to the successors of Peter that by His revelation they might disclose new doctrine, but that by His help they might guard sacredly the revelation transmitted through the apostles and the deposit of faith, and might faithfully set it forth.” (DS 3070)
The term “ex cathedra”
“The Roman Pontiff, when he speaks ex cathedra, that is, when carrying out the duty of the pastor and teacher of all Christians, and by virtue of his supreme apostolic authority defines a doctrine of faith or morals ... he operates with that infallibility with which the divine Redeemer wished that His Church be instructed.” (Ds 3073-4)
The bishops are not the Pope’s officials
“Concerning the statement that bishops became the Pope’s officials without their own responsibility, we have to reject this statement most resolutely. The Church certainly is not a society where an amoral and despotic principle would be adopted that the order of a superior at all events relieves one of one’s responsibility.” (DS 3115)
“You are Peter, that means rock, and on this rock I will build My Church.” (Mt 16:18)

“The bishop of the Church of Rome ... is head of the college of bishops and the Vicar of Christ on earth.” (CCC 936)
“The Lord made Simon alone, whom he named Peter, the ‘rock’ of his Church. He gave him the keys of his Church and instituted him shepherd of the whole flock. The office of binding and loosing which was given to Peter was also assigned to the college of apostles united to its head. This pastoral office of Peter and the other apostles belongs to the Church’s very foundation and is continued by the bishops under the primacy of the Pope.” (Catechism of the Catholic Church /CCC/ 881)
The Pope – the source of the unity of the bishops and of the faithful

“The Pope, Bishop of Rome and Peter’s successor, is the perpetual and visible source and foundation of the unity both of the bishops and of the whole company of the faithful.” (CCC 882) 

The Pope and the college of bishops
“The college or body of bishops has no authority unless united with the Roman Pontiff, Peter’s successor, as its head.  As such, this college has supreme and full authority over the universal Church; but this power cannot be exercised without the agreement of the Roman Pontiff.” (CCC 883)
The Pope and the council
“The college of bishops exercises power over the universal Church in a solemn manner in an ecumenical council. But there never is an ecumenical council which is not confirmed or at least recognized as such by Peter’s successor.” (CCC 884)
Conclusion
If we compare the misleading and vague statements of Card. Husar with the clear teaching of the Catholic Church on the primacy of the Pope we have to state that Card. Husar does not profess this Catholic teaching and so, in essence, he cannot even be said to be a true Catholic.
Many Orthodox priests and bishops probably have a more Catholic view on the primacy of Peter than Card. L. Husar, who still is the head of the Uniate Church (UGCC).
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