Heresies concerning Jesus (III)
Quotation of T.S.: “We encounter similar accusations in ‘heretical statements about Jesus’. As an example we will take two of them. The Pidhirtsi monks see a heresy in the statement that Jesus ‘comes through the intervention of the Holy Spirit’; so in accordance with the denial of the given statement by the ‘Pidhirtsi monks’ Jesus Christ does come but ‘without the intervention of the Holy Spirit’, and this likewise is a heresy.” 
Response: This statement is another example of hypocritical and relativist distortion as well as of a crafty denial of the fundamental truths of the faith. 

A heresy is to say that Jesus came by a mere intervention of the Holy Spirit. The truth of the faith is that He “became incarnate through the Holy Spirit” (The Creed). However, if L. Husar says that Jesus came (into the world) through the intervention of the Holy Spirit, then we can state: in the same way as the Holy Spirit intervenes with all common people, He also intervened with the Virgin Mary – and that is a heresy.

One of the methods of HCT is that it uses imprecise theological terms which open the door for various heretical interpretations. The doctrine of the faith is: “(The Son of God) ... was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary, and became man” (The Creed). So if He was conceived by the Holy Spirit, He could not be conceived by man. However, the term “intervention” by the Holy Spirit does not exclude the heresy that He was conceived by man; on the contrary it admits of it. If there was a mere intervention of the Holy Spirit, it is similar to baptism when every Christian is touched by the Holy Spirit and Jesus comes into the soul. But this coming is different from the Incarnation of the Son of God. T.S. intentionally obscures the clear statement of the Church and thus promotes a heretical principle. By means of dialectics he distorts the doctrine of the Church and calls it a heresy. This is a pattern of manipulation of a truth of faith! We are not heretics, but he is; he clearly represents heretical thinking and heretical spirit.

Quotation of T.S.: “Another statement opposed by ‘the Pidhirtsi group’ is the following: ‘Jesus was like any other man.’ ‘So’, they continue, ‘He is no God, and this is a heresy’. So denying the given statement the ‘Pidhirtsi bishops’ believe that Jesus Christ was no man but God; however, according to the doctrine of the Church, this likewise is a heresy.”

Response: Here T.S. gives another concrete example of manipulation of the truth with the aim to ridicule and deny it. He also tries to create an artificial problem and then to discuss it. From the whole of our context it clearly follows that we defend both natures of Christ. 

By contrast, Husar’s formulation “He came into the world as man” is misleading. Jesus did not come into the world as ordinary man, He came into the world as God and man: “The Word became flesh” (Jn 1:14). 

The formulation “Jesus born of a woman” is not a heresy, provided it is clearly formulated that this woman is full of grace, preserved from sin and that she is a Mother and Virgin at the same time. Yet a heresy is to see Mary as a mere woman and not to emphasize that she is a Virgin at the same time. Similarly, a heresy is to see Jesus as mere man and not to emphasize that He is God. 

A Christological heresy is the following: Through this woman Jesus “came into the world as man in the human way”. Unless the Cardinal gives an explanation of the expression “the human way”, it means that into the world comes a child through conception by a man and through birth by a woman, mother, suffering labour pains. This by no means applies to Jesus and His mother. 

Emphasizing a one-sided view, the natural one, one creates a theory of natural (historical) Christ. In this ideological direction Card. Husar leads his readers, and this way of heresy is publicly defended by T.S. as truly Catholic. 

In the whole text he utters two fundamental heresies: Christ is just a common man and Mary is a common woman.
These statements of Card. Husar would not be heretical if they were put into a context that would contain clear Catholic formulations about the Lord Jesus christ and about His Mother. However, to remain in a mere half-truth, in a purely worldly view of Jesus and Mary, and to conceal the substance is a heresy.
By means of dialectics and distortion of truths T.S. arrives at the conclusion that we say that Christ was no man; however, this is a lie. We emphasize the principle: “Whenever we speak about the Lord Jesus Christ, we must clearly formulate not only His humanity but also His Divinity!” Unfortunately, Card. L. Husar consciously does not do so and thus preaches heresies. T.S. fully endorses them.

T.S. calls us sectarians and fundamentalists

Quotation of T.S.: “A sign of a sect is fundamentalism which contains a myth of a return to the golden past.”
Response: In the first place we have to distinguish Mohammedan or Hindu fundamentalism, nowadays associated with terrorism and violence, from Christian fundamentalism. The word “foundation” means “basis”. The foundation of Christianity is conversion, repentance, receipt of the essential truths of faith, without which there is no salvation. It is then also based on the denial of one’s self, on the loss of soul for the sake of Christ and on the following of Him. This Christian fundamentalism was lived and preached by the apostles, martyrs, saints... Without this true fundamentalism noone will be saved. A sign of a sect is abandonment of these fundamental truths of the faith, which are being ridiculed by the present-day spirit of apostasy through the heresies of HCT and syncretism. Both these heresies are propagated by T.S.
Quotation of T.S.: “... a myth of a return to the golden past.”
Response: We all perceive a great internal crisis of the Church which has been caused above all by the modern heresies. The solution is to return to the sound sources of the faith, morals and tradition. Regrettably, this all is demagogically condemned and ridiculed by the phrase of T.S. “a myth of a return to the golden past”. So a model of a reform according to T.S. is, by contrast, to uncritically open up to all the most modern heretical streams. These, unfortunately, lead to the loss of faith as well as of divine life, that is to hell.
Quotation of T.S.: “Jesus Christ, God-man, is true God and true man.”

Response: Here it should seem that T.S. denies the heresies of HCT as well as the heresies of Card. L. Husar and that he confesses the true foundation of faith. Unfortunately, even though the statement itself is truly Catholic, the overall attitude of T.S. as well as the spirit in which he speaks is quite opposite. Modern heretics safely confess orthodox (true Catholic) formulations, and even use them purposefully, with the aim that beside them they may legalize their heresies. This is what most confuses simple and genuine believers. An example of this dialectics is Prof. T. Halík in the Czech Republic. Just as it is no proof that Jehovah’s Witnesses have the Spirit of Christ when they say that Jesus is God, so is it also in the case of the true-Catholic statement of T. Senkiv.

Conclusion
When we fight against heresies, e.g. of Prof. T. Halík, Card. W. Kasper, Card. L. Husar, Card. M. Vlk, the theologians J. Sobrino and A. Grün, we pursue a single aim – to preserve the faith which assures our salvation, unites us with Christ and with God’s Spirit and gives us the strength to follow Christ and to fight against lie and sin. Heretics, on the other hand, pursue the opposite aim – to destroy the salvific power of faith by disputing, relativizing, diverting from the essential Christian truths and focusing attention on irrelevant subjects. By this emphasizing of immaterial issues they divert attention from the essence and thus formulate a new faith which, however, is no longer based on the fundamental truths – foundations but on human philosophizing and pride. Practice is the evidence of this today, that the clerical Church structure is without God’s power, it is neither the light nor the salt to this world. They are silent on the essential questions which are connected with salvation, and, as a result, millions of souls are rushing into eternal perdition. 

Now is the year of St. Paul the Apostle. Whose side would the Apostle Paul be on? On ours, or on the side of Card. L. Husar and T. Senkiv? We ask next: Who has and who has not the spirit of Paul the Apostle? From the preaching of postconfessional faith instead of the biblical and truly Catholic faith will no man be saved (cf. Mk 16:16).
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