Heresies of approval of occultism – a sin of divination by pendulum

A review of the book “Discussions with His Beatitude Card. L. Husar – 
On Postconfessional Christianity” (pg. 63)
To the Synod of the UGCC

Introduction

Card. Husar claims that there is nothing magical about his divination by pendulum, that it is, as he says, just a wave swinging the pendulum to one or the other side. This activity, however, is a grave sin and great offence and it completely disagrees with the teachings of the Scripture, of the Church Fathers as well as of the whole Tradition. 
Cardinal Husar writes: “I believe there exist some energies that can even be measured. They are real. Thanks to these hard-to-feel energy transmissions it would happen to me in the past that I had premonitions tied with my mother’s health although we were thousands of kilometres far from each other.” (pg.63)
Commentary: Even here again Card. Husar propagates undefined energies of which, as he himself admits, he has had personal experience. They transmitted to him information about the health of his mother who was several thousands of kilometres far. This reveals to the reader the reason why actually Card. Husar propagates these energies: The Cardinal confesses that through the form of divination wherein he uses a pendulum he has personal contact with these “energies”.
The Cardinal next writes: “It happened somehow that someone presented me with a pendulum in Rome. It is an instrument which allows me to learn whether certain medical preparations are good for my health. There is nothing magical about it. It is a mere wave swinging the pendulum to one or the other side.”
Commentary: The Catholic Catechism in compliance with the whole Christian Tradition rejects all forms of magic and divination as sins against the First Commandment (see CCC 2116). For through magic and divination man turns, even if unconsciously, to unknown powers and asks them for help or service. One does not deal here with some unknown physical energies, but with spiritual entities which both the Scripture and the Tradition explicitly call demons.

Card. Husar further writes: “Here, in this room, there are thousands of radio waves; if we had the ability to pick them up, we could hear thousands of radio stations.” 

Commentary: Card. Husar hereby closes his testimony of pendulum and of energies swinging this pendulum and thus answering his concrete questions. Unfortunately, these spiritual “energies”, which the Scripture calls demons, can by no means be compared with radio waves.
How one receives these energies

One receives them through personal contact with an occultist, healer. Divining-rod or pendulum do not work with a normal man; however, as soon as the occultist practising radioesthesis passes this “ability” on to him, it begins to work. This transmission of the spirit of divination is like the transmission of disease through an infected person. One can inherit it from the ancestors – if they practised occultism – or one can receive it by opening oneself to and receiving these “energies”. 
The members of SAV (The Slovak Academy of Sciences) MUDr. Kapišinský, MUDr. Ujházi and MUDr. Zikmund DrSc. in a discussion with propagators of psychotronics pointed to the fact that divining-rod, pendulum as well as geopathogenic zones belong to the sphere of divination and magic and have nothing to do with solid science (Slovak Radio, 9th and 10th August 1995).

In the Pastoral letter of the Tuscan bishops (from 1994) rhabdomancy is condemned as a spirit of fornication by the citation from the Bible: “My people consult their wooden idol, and their diviner’s wand informs them. For a spirit of harlotry has led them astray, and they have played the harlot, departing from their God.” (Hos 4:12; Isa 2:6)
This fact that the responses of pendulum rank with the sphere of divination can be easily proved. Pendulum reacts to different kinds of questions, e.g. if I can take this or that medicine, if this or that person in a photograph is still alive or if he is dead etc. So it is doubtless divination and hence a sin against the First Commandment.
The attitude of the Church

The Second Vatican Council states: “The whole history of mankind has been pervaded with a painstaking battle against the powers of darkness (energies).” (GS 37)

The Eastern Canons

Rule 61 (VI. General Council): “Those who seek sorcerers (people occupied with magic and divination) or their likes fall under the rule of a six-year public penance. Those who will continue doing so and not be converted, without avoiding these pernicious pagan fabrications, we order to fully exclude from the Church.”
Rule 83 (St. Basil the Great): “Those who occupied themselves with magic (dealing with unknown energies) and adhered to pagan customs are liable to the rule of six-year penance…”

Rule 65 (St. Basil the Great): “Who repents of sorcery (magic and divination), let the one pass through the penance period as set for murderers (20 years).”
Didache counts magic and divination among paths leading to death (Didache 1,5).

Tatian (the end of 2nd cent.) works out a hard polemic against astral fatalism. He sees it as one of the forms of demonic power over mankind (Oratio ad Graecos 8-11 and 16-19).
Hippolytus in the Apostolic Tradition excludes magicians, astrologers and diviners from baptism. (Traditio Apostolica, 41)

St. Alphonsus, founder of the Redemptorists, confirms that pendulum is swung by demons.

Holy Scripture: “As for the person who turns to mediums and to spiritists (to people working with ‘energies’), to play the harlot after them, I will also set My face against that person and will cut him off from among his people.” (Lev 20:6)

“Now a man or a woman who is a medium or a spiritist shall surely be put to death. They shall be stoned with stones.” (Lev 20:27)

Deut 18:10-11 mentions nine forms of magic-divination practices. It closes with the statement: “Whoever does these things is detestable to the Lord. For those nations listen to those who practise witchcraft and to diviners, but as for you, the LORD your God has not allowed you to do so.” (Deut 18:12.14)

A categorically negative attitude towards these practices which lead away from the true relation to God is seen in the whole Scripture, that means in the New Testament too. A girl with a spirit of divination “followed Paul and us, and cried out, saying: ‘These men are the servants of the Most High God, who proclaim to us the way of salvation’... Paul, greatly annoyed, turned and said to the spirit (energy): ‘I command you in the name of Jesus Christ to come out of her.’ And he came out that very hour.” (Acts 16:16-18)
Catechism of the Catholic Church (CCC) on sins against the First Commandment 

You shall have no other gods besides Me

CCC 2110: “The First Commandment forbids honouring gods other than the one Lord.”

CCC 2112: “The First Commandment condemns polytheism. It requires man neither to believe in, nor to venerate, other divinities than the one true God.”

CCC 2113: “Many martyrs died for not adoring ‘the Beast’ refusing even to simulate such worship. Idolatry rejects the unique Lordship of God.”
CCC 2116: “All forms of divination are to be rejected: recourse to Satan or demons ... consulting horoscopes, astrology, palm reading, interpretation of omens and lots, the phenomena of clairvoyance, and recourse to mediums (and extrasensory individuals)...”
CCC 2117: “All practices of magic or sorcery, by which one attempts to tame occult powers (energies), so as to place them at one’s service and have a supernatural power over others – even if this were for the sake of restoring their health...” are a grave sin against the First Commandment of the Decalogue.
From the Pastoral letter of the Tuscan bishops: “As bishops who were entrusted with the responsibility for the local Churches in Tuscany we feel obliged to warn our believers and our communities against the invasion of ideological streams that endanger the root of our faith and its true sense... Today the biblical admonitions are more topical than ever before. As bishops of Tuscany we feel obliged to clearly present them (the biblical admonitions) to our believers. For we are witnesses of a precarious return to magic (and divinatory) practices. This phenomenon is intruding itself into the social as well as personal life of thousands of people, including the believers... Based on the most recent statistics, there are almost 12 million users of magic in Italy... Among the causes of spread of magic (and divination) we must count above all a serious lack of evangelization which does not allow the believers to take a critical view of the thoughts becoming a substitute for the true religious content of the faith.” (The Bishops of Tuscany, 1994)
The contrary of divination is the inquiring of the Lord

Inquiring by means of pendulum is divination. Before the Descent of the Holy Spirit the Apostles inquired of the Lord by lot, which of the two candidates was to be appointed an apostle. In this case it was by no means divination but a sincere seeking of what God wished. The Apostles did not turn to some unknown energies which would show it to them by means of pendulum. First after prayers and on mature consideration they chose two most appropriate candidates and likewise after prayers they turned to the Triune God and asked Him to decide, and only then they cast lot with faith.
If for instance some criminals chose by lot which of them is to commit a crime, it would be no seeking of God’s will but a grave sin. 
The inquiring of the Lord has the following principle: Out of two good things God is to choose the one He wills. A person inquiring of the Lord must have a pure heart before God and a sincere desire to know and do the will of God and not his own. This is inquiring which has nothing to do with divination. (see www.community.org.ua – “Inquiring of the Lord”, 25th October 2007)

Conclusion 
Card. Husar claims that there is nothing magical about his divination by pendulum, that it is, as he says, just a wave swinging the pendulum to one or the other side. This activity, however, is a grave sin and great offence and it completely disagrees with the teachings of the Scripture, of the Church Fathers as well as of the whole Tradition. 
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