History of the baptism of Rus-Ukraine in 988

Old Christian tradition says that St. Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, preached the Word of God on the shores of the Black Sea. 

The Pope St. Clement (88-97), the third successor of St. Peter, was exiled by the emperor Trajan to the territory of the present-day Crimea. Here St. Clement preached God’s Word and founded a Christian community. St. Jerome (347-420) writes that the cold land of Scythia is full of the fire of faith. Therefore we can say without doubt that the southern stocks of Ukraine received Christianity already from St. Clement. 
In the 9th century Christianity comes to Ukraine through missionaries along with the Greek colonists and merchants. As early as the first half of the 9th century there was a Christian church in Kiev – the Church of St. Elijah the Prophet. The first historical report about Christianity in the Kievan Ukraine dates from the year 860: “Rus attacked Constantinople; the Greeks were saved by a miracle when they immersed in the sea the Blachernae icon of the Mother of God. A storm arose and Rus had to withdraw.” As a consequence of this miracle Rus showed a desire to be baptized. The first attempts at the baptism of Ukraine are also connected with the activity of the Slavonic apostles Sts. Cyril and Methodius in Moravia in the second half of the 9th century. These missionaries created Cyrillic alphabet and translated the whole Scripture and liturgical books into Old Slavonic language.
The beginnings of Christianity in Ukraine officially date back to the middle of the 10th century when Duchess Olga, the wife of Igor and grandmother of St. Vladimir, was baptized. In 957 Olga visited Constantinople; however, her wish to mediate the baptism of Rus was not fulfilled. After her grandson Vladimir became a Christian (was baptized in Kherson), he likewise yearned to convert his nation to the Christian faith. 
When the pagan messengers of Prince Vladimir attended the Divine Liturgy in St. Sophia Cathedral in Constantinople, they were deeply impressed and unutterably excited. Later on they related to their ruler: “We then no more knew whether we were in heaven or on earth. For nowhere on this earth can one see something like this and nowhere can one find such beauty beyond description, and therefore now we know that God indeed is present among the people.” Prince Vladimir was so strongly affected that he accepted Christianity from the East.

The baptism of the Kievan Rus by St. Vladimir took place in 988 in Kiev. The destruction of pagan idols and deities was followed by a mass baptism of the inhabitants of Kiev. The chronicle describes this event as follows: “When Vladimir returned to Kiev, he ordered that the idols be overturned, some of them be cut to pieces, others burned and that Peroun be tied to a horse’s tail and dragged around the city. In the end, he let it be thrown into the Dnieper River. Thereafter, he sent the trumpeters to spread all over the city: ‘If someone does not come to the river tomorrow, be they poor or rich, of lowly or high birth, they will be my enemies.’ Hearing these words, the folks were coming gladly, saying to each other: ‘Should this not be good, the Prince would not accept it, and the boyars either.’ The other day Vladimir and the Queen’s Byzantine priests appeared above the Dnieper River, where an innumerable multitude had gathered. They descended into water and remained standing there, some to the neck, others to the breast, the youth standing in water by the riverside likewise to their breast, and still others holding their children. The priests were standing there praying, and one could see and feel joy coming from heaven and spreading here on earth over the salvation of so many souls.” 

Christianity in Ukraine was first spreading through the towns, and later on through the villages. The devotion to the Mother of God became a guarantee of the nation’s Christian future.

Vladimir gave his people the best he had – the holy faith. From Kiev this light then penetrated even into Russia. 

The baptism of Rus-Ukraine is valued as the most significant event ever in the history of our nation. 
