How does the spirit of heresy work in the present time?

To Bishops of the UGCC

V. Messori (An Exclusive Interview on the State of the Church) asked the present Pope Benedict XVI at the time of his office of Prefect of the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith: “Eminence, do there still exist heretics at all, do there exist heresies?” 

The Pope Benedict XVI answers: “The CIC can. 751 reads: ‘A heresy is when one persistently denies a truth that must be believed with divine and catholic faith, or persistently calls it into doubt, after having received baptism.’ As for sanctions, can. 1364 states that a heretic, the same as an apostate, falls under excommunication latae sententiae. This applies to all the faithful, but the measures against the heretic who at the same time is a priest (and bishop) are somewhat heavier... Therefore the admonition of the Second epistle of St. Peter (2:1) is true even today, that we have to protect ourselves against false prophets and false teachers who bring in destructive heresies. An error is not a complement to the truth. One must not forget that faith is the common good for the Church... and needs to be protected against distortion... Excommunication which the heretics fall under today is understood as ‘a healing sanction’... for remedy, improvement. The one who sees one’s own guilt and admits it is always received as a beloved son into the full communion of the Church...

However, I have always admired the skilfulness of theologians who successfully defend completely the opposite of what the clearly formulated documents of the Magisterium read, when through their clever dialectics they present it as the ‘true’ sense of the particular document.” This much the Holy Father on the question of heresies.

How does the spirit of heresy work? In Ukraine we have a concrete example on Card. L. Husar and on the bishop proposed by him, T. Senkiv. When Card. Husar is convicted of heresy (facts published in a book), he has no problem to confess the Catholic teaching theoretically and to clarify his statement by means of some dialectical method as if it meant something different from what he really said. That is why theoretical retraction of heresy is not sufficient today. One must look at practical fruit which is the evidence of what spirit one bears. Even if the heresies of Card. Husar were not expressly written in the book, just the very fact that he patronizes the UCU (Ukrainian Catholic University) along with the whole heretical system as well as the fact that he is responsible for globalization of religious and installs bishops who lack true Catholic teaching or moral life etc. is evidence that he has a spirit of heresy. It is therefore not enough just to ask him theoretically if he believes that Jesus is God. He is not so silly as to theoretically deny it in the given situation. What is required of Card. Husar and his likes is concrete acts: to cease the activity which is internally liquidating the Church and to give the rule to those who proved themselves through persecution and trueness of their Catholic faith and witness to it by their lives. However, he has never allowed, and does not even want to allow, such change of spirit in the Church. He is thus evidently a hardened heretic and therefore must be deprived of office and only then he may be given a chance of repentance.

It is necessary today to clearly show who belongs to the living Church organism – Body of Christ – and who is outside it. We, four bishops, are persecuted for faithfulness to Christ. Those who persecute us (Card. Husar and the Church circle united with him) thus prove that practically they have neither the same doctrine nor the same Spirit as we do. So they can profess and swear before the Pope even thousand times that they are faithful to the Catholic teaching, but their persecution of the living Christ speaks for itself. Their heart and their deeds reveal that they are heretics and enemies of Christ and His Church. They bring in the Church a different spirit and liquidate her. However, if L. Husar, T. Senkiv or others were asked whether they profess orthodox Catholic faith and the Spirit of Christ, they would calmly swear so and thereby those who have warned against them as against heretics they would put into the role of liars and false witnesses.

A folk proverb says: “Promises are promised, the fools rejoice!” Noone in the world is so naive and silly as so-called sincere people in the Church. If e.g. a thief is convicted of theft and is asked whether he stole something, with hundred-per-cent certainty he will claim that he did not. What would be the result of the trial if the judge believed theoretical confessions? The judge would apologize to the thieves and the person harmed would be labelled as a liar and deceiver. The heretics will calmly swear that they are true Catholics. Only after they are consecrated bishops, the fruit will become manifest. Not only they themselves will not fight against heresies but on the contrary by virtue of their rule they will harshly enforce these heresies under obedience and canonical punishments. What they were promising before their consecration they will now just laugh at: “Now I am a bishop, who will dare to complain about me?” Even if someone had the courage to do so, such a one will be cruelly liquidated! 

The question of the ecclesiastical canons CCEO and CIC

A heretic – apostate is spiritually dead. The basic sense of canon law is to protect true faith, morals and divine life. If it is abused for killing the true faithful and for protecting heretics and apostates, it loses its sense. Sad to say, today it is abused by heretics who are in power, to the detriment of the Church and for spiritual killing of Christ’s disciples (cf. Jn 16:2). Therefore the Lord Jesus opposed not only the Pharisees but the scribes as well (cf. Mt 23:31-36).
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