L. Husar attacked the institution of Papacy

His Holiness

Benedict XVI.

Supreme Pontiff

Città del Vaticano

Glory to Jesus Christ!

Your Holiness,

Most Reverend Cardinals and Bishops of the Catholic Church,

On 16th October 2005 Cardinal L. Huzar proposed in the Bishop’s Synod in Rome: 

1) that the future synod should occupy itself with the Eastern Churches

2) by his question: “What else divides us from the Orthodox Churches when we have the same Eucharist and episcopal succession?”, he attacked the institution of Papacy. 

He thus expressed the attitude and the spirit of many Catholic hierarchs who are renouncing their identity. This is a practical testimony that the Catholic Church is in a great crisis. One should diagnose this crisis in truth and solve it, not solve the issue of serving liturgy with the Orthodox, which in the present situation opens the door for relativism, schism and finally for a negation of Papacy. This is then followed by another step - a false unity with other religions, behind which there already is the spirit of the New Age. Cardinal L. Huzar said: “There is no doubt that the Eucharist is the source, the peak and the mission of the Church. If liturgy is the source of faith (lex orandi, lex credendi), then what else is needful for unity? Could there exist some other source or peak of life that would surpass the Eucharist? If not, then why is it not permitted to have a liturgic communion with the Orthodox?” 

On 29th September 2005 Cardinal L. Huzar pronounced: “The religious tensions could be solved if Ukraine had one patriarch for all… Neither Moscow nor Rome will give us unity, instead Ukrainian Catholics should join (the Orthodox) in a single Church, and then Rome, Constantinople, or Moscow will just accept this fact. It is not essential that the patriarch of this Church should be a Catholic.” (Catholic News, www.cwnews.com)
We are asking why our believers in the time of liquidation of our Church, in the time of violent Orthodoxization sacrificed their lives as martyrs for the very unity with the Holy Father? It is a big shame in front of the whole world and in front of our Church as well as in front of the thousands of martyrs that the head of our Church has such schismatic thinking, that he is not able to distinguish the true substance, and demagogically moves the centre of the problem to a different level. It is true that the Eucharist is the source, the peak of life and the mission of the Church, it is likewise true that the Orthodox Church has a true episcopal succession (however, there are certain doubts as to the Moscow Patriarchate); yet why is here a difference between the Catholic and the Orthodox Churches? It is predominantly the question of primacy of the Roman Pontiff. 

In times of doctrinal and moral controversies which occurred in the history of the Church, it was the very Roman Pontiff, as the visible successor of Peter the Apostle, to whom other bishops were turning so that he should decide the controversial issues (Roma locuta, causa finita). Unity with the Holy Father and the belief that he is the visible representative of Christ and the successor of Peter the Apostle, belongs to the primary elements of the Catholic faith. In the present era of rationalism and liberalism many theologians, but even some bishops and cardinals are casting doubts upon the existence of the very Papal primacy in the Church that has been here continually from the moment when our Saviour Jesus Christ Himself chose Peter the Apostle as His visible representative: “You are Peter, that is a rock, and on this rock I will build My Church, and the gates of Hades shall not prevail against it. Whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.” (Mt 16:16n) “Feed my lambs, feed my sheep!” (Jn 21:15-19) Throughout the history of the Church, in spite of personal undeserving and weakness of its bearers the primacy was an irreplaceable help in the fight with heresy both in- and outside, and it was equally a creative factor in the unity among all believing in Christ. Who most suffered for a witness to the primacy in the last decades was our Greek-Catholic Church. It is a paradox that now this very Church should open the door to those who aim at the liquidation of this primacy. Our supreme UGCC (Ukrainian Greek-Catholic Church) representative, maybe even along with some UGCC bishop, have a liberal but at the same time a schismatic view in the field of ecclesiology. 

Supposing that in accordance with the false argumentation of Cardinal L. Huzar the fullness of unity would be derived only from the Eucharist and thereby the reality of Papal primacy would de facto be removed, then some bishops in Germany, France, USA or episcopal conferences could declare: “We have an established succession, an established liturgy which, in fact, is the source, the peak and the mission of the Church, so why should we also need Papacy?” 

We must  not forget that by confessing the primacy of the Holy Father we are confessing the whole apostolic treasure of faith given to us by the Saviour Himself. As early as the times of Paul the Apostle, in the communities that he had established there rose heretics who took people along with them, and against whom apostle Paul had to fight hard. He though having rebuked apostle Peter for his personal hypocrisy, all the time recognized the authority that apostle Peter had in the early Church, the authority that had been entrusted to him by Jesus Himself. That need of authority has been here for two millenia and is necessary especially nowadays. 

Your Holiness, please, say a clear word, one that all genuine believers are waiting for, and not only Catholics but other Christians as well. Do not be afraid to begin a painful operation, the only means that can serve our salvation! There is a need to give a clear and authoritative word upon the following spheres: 

1) the issue of historic-critical theology (HCT),

2) the issue of a false interpretation of Nostra aetate and its abuse.

The enemies of the Church (e.g. Jehovah’s Witnesses and others similar to them) are crying: “The Catholic Church is a harlot of Antichrist!”, and they speak to our believers: “Leave that Babylon.” It is painful that moral and spiritual life of priests and bishops is often very scandalizing; however, a far more painful reality is that all seminaries are proclaiming the HCT which in its root is built on an atheistic philosophy and denies all that is supernatural! How difficult it is to wish to explain to common people that everything is in order when until this day the supreme authority in the Church has not given explanation to the gesture of Pope John Paul II. regarding the prayer in Assisi (1986, 2002). Instead, what is speedily promoted is his beatification cause. 

Church demagogues holding the key positions in the Church are by their dialectic methods not only abusing “Assisi” but also the Nostra aetate declaration, and in the spirit of syncretism they are evoking a public opinion that Christianity and paganism is one. Many are also referring to Chiara Lubich, the founder of the Focolare Movement, who makes this destructive syncretism (Buddhists and Hinduists are members, too) become incorporated not only into her movement but even into the whole Church while she appeals to two Papal accreditations of this her syncretistic organization inside the Church which includes 300 Focolare bishops. 

Your Holiness, You must say a clear word even at the cost that you will lose the superficial popularity of masses who are crying “Hosanna!” today and “Crucify!” tomorrow. Apart from this, St. Catherine of Sienna would remind You that to the posts of cardinals (but also of bishops) You should choose men of virtue and deep faith (not hypocrites or pharisees) who will be able even to sacrifice their lives for the identity of our Church! You not only have a right to this, but it is Your solemn duty, too!

Unless You say a clear word, then one can really raise a question what use there practically is in the institution of Papal authority and its primacy? However, You must prove even at the cost of martyrdom that Papal authority is a great gift which was given to us by Jesus Christ and leads to the strengthening of what He was teaching and died for. We trust You in this whole matter and we are praying for You. 

The book “Four Words from Ukraine” (see www.community.org.ua) briefly points at the key issues that are connected with repentance and nowadays need to be put in the centre of discussion as well as realization. The issues discussed are as follows:

1) Contemplative prayer for priests, religious, bishops: “Could you not watch with Me at least one hour (daily)?” (Mt 26:40) This is the base without which all the rest will turn into a mere corpse, a body without spirit.

2) Historic-critical theology (HCT). Here the book briefly points at the spirit that is behind this method. It is a spirit of atheism. It is necessary to admit critically what fruit of death and apostasy from the Church this theology has brought forth. 

3) False interpretation of the Nostra aetate declaration and of the so-called respect for other religions. 

4) First Commandment of the Decalogue: “You shall have no other god” (polytheism, idolatry). Pointing at the current idolatry which is hiding behind the so-called alternative medicine, modern psychology, philosophy, art, music, yoga, zen, martial arts… (CCC 2110-2117). 

In the book there is a project for a reform of the formation of future priests, how to deliver them from the spirit of intellectualism by establishing a 2-year-long mission practice, 3 years of study with prayer and one year of practice. Students themselves must be converted and then witness of their conversion to others to lead also them to convert to Christ. Afterwards, they should teach these souls in small groups how to open themselves practically to the Holy Spirit and to the life from the Scriptures - this is the problem of the Church. How to bring dead Catholics over to a vital and realizing faith. This pain must be personally experienced by the future priests. Otherwise we are educating them into a false reality in such a way that they are not able to perceive the pain over the danger of eternal perdition of the souls that God has entrusted to them. Today, intellectualism through the HCT leads to a practical atheism. Jesus clearly says that the one who speaks and does not live and follow Him, the one is a foolish man who builds his house upon the sand (cf. Mt 7:26). Laying a sickly emphasis upon intellectualism and academism has opened the door to atheistic philosophies and the HCT. And here is the root of the crisis. This issue must be settled responsibly! 

The book presents a practical model of the Church represented by the community of early Christians. The precondition is a converted Christian in whose life Jesus has the first place and who received the Holy Spirit in fullness. The foundation of the early Church was built upon four pillars: 1) prayer, 2) a brotherly community (koinonia), 3) the Eucharist, 4) the Apostolic teaching (Acts 2:42). There is also a model how to keep Sunday. In the morning the believers will take part in the liturgy and in the afternoon they will meet in small groups in their houses. Here they will actualize the following: ad1) concrete prayers for each other and for individual needs; ad4) the Apostolic teaching – here they will study and discuss how to incorporate the Word of God practically, what God wants to say to them  particularly for their life; ad2) brotherly community – bringing testimonies, how God worked in their lives during the previous week, what experience of practical faith and trust they had, or some enlightenment in prayer or in suffering. 

From personal experience: in order not to extinguish the spirit of zealousness it is further necessary that each of the believers join a small prayer group, e.g. 3-5 people praying together one day a week from 17°°-22°° (see the models of contemplative prayer mentioned in the book; this stems from a long-time experience of the life of faith and prayer). 

Moreover, the book is proposing an establishment of prophetic authority (see Eph 2:20): “The Church is built on apostles and prophets!” This authority should be represented by two bishops in every nation and these would be subordinate directly to the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith. Their task:

1) to watch heresies and the spirit of heresy (seminaries, the press…), to watch the abuse of the Church authority…

2) to see to a spiritual revival, a sound formation and a sound biblical and Catholic guidance in the education of believers (see Four Words from Ukraine, www.community.org.ua, English, Ukrainian, German and Czech).

Your Holiness,  the crisis of our UGCC is first of all upon the conscience of the Congregation for the Oriental Churches that is purposively leading it to stagnancy, self-destruction and to a schism. It is purposively destroying all that is alive. This year it was a liquidation of the contemplative monastery in Albano, which is a property of the State of Vatican. The contemplative sisters had to leave this monastery. At present time it serves as a recreation house of the OSBM Generalate. As a consequence, in the whole UGCC there remained only one contemplative monastery in Ukraine. Yet, the Congregation for the Oriental Churches (Secretary A. Veglio) groundlessly began to liquidate even this monastery. Therefore, please, inquire into the policy of this Congregation that acts in Your name. 

Your Holiness, consider the actual need of summoning a Bishop’s Synod concerning the identity of the Catholic Church and of Christianity as such. This is of a higher priority than the proposal by Cardinal L. Huzar that the future synod should occupy itself with the Eastern Churches. If the main problem of the Eastern Churches is to be solved from its very root, then the biggest problem is Cardinal L. Huzar himself, the issue of his deposal and instead of him appointment of such a person that has moral authority, faithfulness to the Apostolic See and is spiritually seeing, not blind! Thus the primary condition of a spiritual resurrection of the UGCC will be fulfilled, the problem of Eastern Churches will be solved even without the synod and, what is most important, also the prepared schism will be removed. 

Since this is a question of spiritual fight and making of a significant step, ask all parishes of the Catholic Church to create prayer groups in each of them. These groups would distribute 24 hours of day, each member taking one hour, and in this way they would pray continually throughout the year until this Synod is summoned and finished (this practice of constant prayer is clarified in more detail in the book “Four Words from Ukraine”, www.community.org.ua). 

Asking for Your blessing,

Fr. Eliáš A. Dohnal ThD., OSBM

Fr. Metoděj R. Špiřík ThD., OSBM

Fr. Markian V. Hitiuk ThLic., OSBM

Pidhirci monastery

21st October 2005

Address:

Monastery OSBM

Pidhirci

Brody district

Lviv region

80660

Ukraine
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