7th October 2005, Ukraine

His Holiness

Benedict XVI.

Supreme Pontiff

Bishops of the UGCC
Your Holiness,

Most Reverend Bishops of the Ukrainian Greek-Catholic Church (UGCC),

we are presenting You a piece of information we consider very important. Recently the performances by Cardinal L. Huzar in massmedia have signalized that in the ecclesiologic issue he considers unity with the Holy Father not significant. Yet, for this unity many of our believers suffered and sacrificed their lives. 

On 29th September 2005 Cardinal Huzar gave an interview in the Catholic News (see www.cwnews.com; rgant@stx.rr.com) under the title “Ukrainian Catholic leader wants single Christian patriarchate”. Cardinal L. Huzar called for the creation of a single Church that would join the Catholic and Othodox under a single patriarch. He said: “The religious tensions could be solved if Ukraine had one patriarch for all. On this basis, Ukrainian Christians could return to the primary unity. Neither Moscow nor Rome will give us unity, instead Ukrainian Catholics should join in a single Church, and then Rome, Constantinopole, or Moscow will just accept this fact. It is not essential that the patriarch of this Church should be a Catholic.  The single requirement for such a leader is that this patriarch should be a man capable of uniting everyone…” 

Critical evaluation of the challenge by Cardinal L. Huzar:

1. Religious state in Ukraine

UGCC – 3.8 mil.

Orthodox Church - Moscow Patriarchate (OC MP) – 7.2 mil.

Orthodox Church - Kyiv Patriarchate (OC KP) – 5.5 mil. 

Autocephalous Orthodox Church (AOC) – 0.33 mil.

2. The root of the problem of religious disunity and conflict in Ukraine

The root of the problem in Ukraine today is the Orthodox Church - Moscow Patriarchate which claims Ukraine to belong to its “canonical territory” and does not recognize the authority of existence of any other Eastern Church not subordinate to it. In this situation dreaming of some unification is a utopia.

After all, let us admit that by some miracle there will occur “a man capable” of uniting all these four Churches in one. A problem arises who shall be the patriarch, to whom it shall be canonically subordinate and who shall recognize it?

If this man is to be a non-Catholic (as admitted by Cardinal Huzar), the UGCC will get itself into a disunity with the Holy Father, that means into a schism!

The next question is whether the Moscow Patriarchate would allow its metropolitanate in Ukraine to be subordinate to the Ukrainian Patriarchate? Would the religious and national issues be solved if the Moscow Orthodox Church has always been and still is an instrument of russification of Ukraine?

Yet let us admit an even more absurd variant, namely that Moscow shall renounce its religious and political claims to Ukraine and will allow, as wished by Cardinal Huzar, the creation of a single Ukrainian patriarchate under a single patriarch. Naturally, at the cost that this patriarch will be chosen from among its candidates, e.g. the present OC MP Metropolitan Volodimir Sobodan. Making some further prognosis of the development and orientation of this new Church is absolutely unpredictable and unclear. However, one thing would be certain, the direction in which  he would lead the Church would not be in favour of Ukrainian Greek Catholics. Rather than unity with Rome he would look to a unity with Moscow. 

It is almost certain that the conditions of a single Ukrainian patriarchate will not be accepted by all bishops of the particular Churches, and there will thus come a still greater separation and tension. Instead of four Churches in Ukraine there will now be five, this being neither for the welfare of believers nor of the Ukrainian nation. 

And what if under a slogan “single Orthodox Russia” this patriarch will work towards national unity with Russian nation to the detriment of the Ukrainian nation? 

If we look at the thinking and tendencies of Cardinal L. Huzar soberly, we can see that his aim is a break-up of the 400-year-long tradition of the UGCC, a disregard of the testimony of many thousands of martyrs and believers who suffered for the unity and faithfulness to the Holy Father. An evidence to this is his vague formulations throughout the interview, for example: “…nor Rome will give us unity”, “return to the primary unity”. To which unity? To the one we had before 1054, or  does he mean the schism in which the Ukrainian believers found themselves before the Brest Union in 1596? 

The direction outlined by Cardinal Huzar, in which he is nowadays leading our Church, is not a process to a true unity founded on Christ, on the Gospel and on the process of conversion and repentance, but only on a human vision and speculation, to the harm of the UGCC, its development and the development of the Ukrainian nation.

3. Orthodox view of the Catholic Church and of its ecumenism

Looking at the unity with Rome from the sight of the Orthodox Church, their worries and criticism of the Roman dicasteries are true in many aspects. Their reproaches for the politicizing of these offices and for their connection with secret (Masonic) organizations can be justified. The Orthodox further criticize the Catholic ecumenism and dialogue with pagan religions which have no clearly defined principles and boundaries. This often evokes a confusion among the believers so that many of them then draw a conclusion that there is no difference between Christianity and paganism. However, this is against the spirit of the Gospel, against the tradition of the apostles, Fathers of the Church and of saints. That is why Orthodox Churches harshly criticized and were scandalized by the Assisi meetings in 1986 and 2002. They are likewise rightfully, in the spirit of their traditional exegesis of the Holy Scripture, standing negatively towards the historic –critical theology that leads to a loss of the living faith among Catholics. Beside these critical views they have even some other objections connected with the history. 

4. The true unity of the Church

A way out in the seeking of unity with the Orthodox Church cannot be a break-off with Rome and uniting with the Orthodox Church but a true and biblical repentance and a return to the primary common foundations of our Catholic faith. 

Beside repentance and conversion the seeking of unity also needs external forms. Far more natural than the proposals by Cardinal Huzar is respecting the autonomy already existent. There is nothing that could prevent the leaders of the Orthodox Churches from recognizing the primacy of the Pope and that could prevent the Pope from recognizing them. Then the internal unification would come to pass after a certain period of time by natural and spontaneous development. Will it not be a better solution if there are three patriarchates established in Ukraine together seeking unity and recognizing the Roman Pontiff? In Lebanon there exist several patriarchates one next to another within a single territory and nothing obstructs their mutual tolerance and service to the nation and state. 

Your Holiness and Most Reverend Bishops, consider, please, the public attitude of Cardinal L. Huzar and the consequences for the future of our Church. Please, realize the seriousness of the situation and choose such a man as the head of the UGCC who suffered and still suffers for our Church, who has at heart the salvation of souls, is morally blameless and has a ‘sentire cum Ecclesiae’. 

Glory to Jesus Christ!
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