“I have set before you this day life and death, blessing and cursing!”

(Deut 30:19)

Mons. Ihor Voznyak

Archbishop of Lvov
Your Excellency,

we are turning to You as to the Archbishop of the town of Lvov, namely with a matter that concerns not only the local Church but the worldwide Church in general. The matter is the problem connected with the sin against the First Commandment which draws down a curse upon the Church and upon the whole nation, too. Concretely it touches the building of an occult centre in close proximity of the Monastery of St. Elias the Prophet of the contemplative sisters in Bryukhovychi near Lvov (Ukraine).

The sisters have already for two months powerlessly been seeking a solution. They are on a hunger-strike, and that in such way that one group keeps three days, then it is changed by the next one, and thus they take turns in it. Besides, they are pleadingly calling on God, for this problem of theirs is not only their problem but it touches as the whole UGCC (Ukrainian Greek-Catholic Church) so whole Ukraine, too. The sisters are well aware of the danger of occultism for the Church and for the Ukrainian nation. The concerned representative of occultism, who is building an occult centre here, has bought up all wood park, the purchase of which was denied to the sisters ten years ago. Now it was advantageously and cheaply purchased by this prominent occultist Mr. O. Dashchenko. Twice a day the sisters come to the site with a banner, singing and praying; however, the occultist cynically continues his work, even after the state authorities imposed on him a temporary prohibition against building. He is well aware that in the world by help of intrigues and money he will put through anything he wants!
A few years ago there was an occult centre “Laboratory of paranormal phenomena” established in the centre of the town of Lvov. Regrettably, the Greek-Catholic Church along with religious and similarly the Orthodox did not say a clear word, they were silent and by silence they approved the establishment of this occult centre. Moreover, not even in the churches do they warn their believers against visiting it. Yet Mr. O. Dashchenko is now building a still bigger occult centre and ideal conditions he has gained in Bryukhovychi – at the cost that he is thus driving out a contemplative monastery.
Homoeopathy – an example of modern occultism

It is necessary to realize that God-forbidden occultism today, often under the guise of pseudoscience, takes over modern forms. Homoeopathy with its principles founded on magic and divination is an example of this, therefore we bring here a short excursion into this topic.

If the officials of state administration do not understand the spiritual danger of occultism, to a certain extent they have a right to it, for they do not need to be specialists in spiritual sphere. But regrettably, the head of UGCC Card. L. Husar (a citizen of USA) is no specialist in this, either. He himself divines with a pendulum (see Discussions with His Beatitude Lubomyr Husar: On Postconfessional Christianity. Antoine Arzhakovskyi, Lvov 2006, ISBN 966-8197-10-0), which is a grave sin against the first commandment; in addition, he appointed a woman from USA (sr. Dia Stasiuk OSBM) as head over all men and women religious. Sr. Dia Stasiuk sent sister X. to be trained in Hahnemann’s institute of occultism in Italy, so as to slowly introduce in all religious communities of UGCC the spirit of globalization and guruism. In addition, she is propagating courses of modern psychology for religious which introduce in the religious communities the spirit of the New Age. Mr. Dashchenko is also well conscious of the situation in the Church and expects of such Church circles support in the covert fight against the sisters who are defending God’s laws and God’s Spirit – the true good of the Church as well as the true good of Ukraine! 

As for homoeopathic medicine, the use of which is propagated among the religious in Ukraine by sr. Dia Stasiuk (USA), it is necessary to point to the reality that this so-called alternative medicine is a big deceit. The fact that today one can already buy this expensive pseudomedicine in every pharmacy in Ukraine changes nothing about it!

In connection with this issue there has been a large amount of specialist literature written and the attitude of official specialist science towards homoeopathy is completely negative! We mention here for instance the scientific standpoint of a collective of twelve professors of Charles’ University in Prague: “Naturally, from the standpoint of scientific medicine we definitively reject homoeopathy as a system based on irrational principles and using such medication whose effectiveness has never been proved.” (Alternative Medicine – Options and Risks. Grada, Prague 1995, pg. 68)

“There has not been a single exactly defined disease which homoeopathy would have managed to remove.” (ibid: pg. 66) “Present-day homoeopathy refuses the universal validity of physical and chemical laws.” (ibid: pg. 69) A monograph on the subject of homoeopathy was likewise written by MUDr. K. Heřt DrSc. (Prague) who continually warns the public of this deceit with homoeopathy.
So from the aspect of science homoeopathy is a big deceit. The fact that it is publicly sold in pharmacies and that many doctors and pharmacists recommend these “medicines” has nothing in common with expertness or truthfulness. In reality this is a question of business, as warns for example the president of the Academy of Science in CR RNDr. R. Zahradník DrSc. 
From spiritual aspect the main reason of the successful expansion of this deceit is the fact that the paralyzed Church is unable to stand up against the spirit of lie and occultism. Already more than ten years ago we thoroughly examined the issue of homoeopathy, and that not only from the aspect of science but mainly from the spiritual aspect, and we can pronounce a definite conclusion: Homoeopathy is not just a colossal deceit from the point of view of science (cf. MUDr. K. Heřt DrSc.), but also from spiritual standpoint it is incompatible with Christianity since it is founded on principles of magic and divination. Therefore it erodes the spiritual inward of man and opens him to impurity both spiritual and physical, similarly as other forms of occultism, too. 

(We recommend reading the standpoint of the Church authorities from Poland: “... in the case of homoeopathy we have to do with a world outlook incompatible with the Gospel. Homoeopathy comes from occultism and it also ends there.” /ks. Daroszevski, Leczenie podobnym, czy zvodzenie newiadomym?, Nie z tej ziemi, 1999, No. 100, pg. 64/)
Homoeopathy draws down a curse on the individual, on families and on the whole nation! The founder S. Hahnemann lived at the turn of the 18th and 19th centuries. He was a member of two Masonic lodges and openly stood up against Christianity and against Jesus Christ! 

Occultism from the point of view of Church history

Occultism has already gained key positions even in Ukraine and it covertly (occultly) brings a curse! The blame is above all on the part of the Church which did not say a clear and binding word against occultism. Why did it not say? Because it had already for several decades been paralyzed by a false postconciliar attitude towards paganism which is based on magic and divination. The common believers were kept artificially in darkness because noone preached to them the Word of God in fullness. Let us notice St. Paul. In Ephesus he nearly lost his life, because idolaters stirred up whole multitudes against him for his preaching of Christ and the Gospel in fullness. Here he also let occult books valuing 60.000 denarii be burned. Occultism was as early as the times of Paul tied with money and power. This is testified by his imprisonment in Philippi (see Acts 16). Occultism brings destruction into the soul of every individual who opens himself to that influence. Unfortunately, its fruit manifests itself slowly, so that many do not even realize what is the real root of their diseases and psychical crises which destroy them, their families and the whole nation. On the island of Cyprus the apostle Paul called the Jewish psychic, or diviner, the son of the devil, and the diviner got blind (see Acts 13). God’s Word shows us the whole problem of occultism and the curse connected with it on the picture of the history of the nation of Israel. Whenever the representatives of political power – the kings – opened themselves to divination and magic, curses, wars and great suffering came upon the nation. However, whenever the nation turned away from these false prophets, there came a blessing. The representatives of nation are in the Word of God judged only by one norm – whether they opened their hearts to the Lord or to occultism! (cf. 2 Kings 17:1-23) Perhaps no sphere is in the Word of God emphasized so many times as this one; it is prohibited by the very First Commandment of the Decalogue after all. Because occultism is connected with the worship of gods with small g, so it is in fact a service to demons (cf. 1Cor 10:20). For this sin, which by the prophets was called spiritual fornication, the nation was eventually punished with an exile to Babylon. 
Nation’s suffering as a consequence of occultism

If we look at the spiritual history of Ukraine, we can see that divination, magic and various superstitions have practically never been uprooted from here. This black cloud like a bad parasite and like a mortal epidemic has always liquidated the living faith of the Christians in Ukraine. If we revealed the spiritual roots, we would discover that most of the wars and sufferings in the past, including the famine which brought death of about 10 million Ukrainians, are tied with a curse to which the Christians opened themselves through diviners and magic and through superstitions connected with it. To the people of the world this statement will seem exaggerated; however, who sensitively knows the substance of spiritual fight and really knows even the substance of God’s Word and observes it, to the one it is clear that for a believing Christian occultism is the gravest sin, just as it was the gravest sin for a believing Jew. Why? Because the mind, the will as well as mental powers thus get under the influence of the spirit of lie and spirit of death which lead to destruction and to both physical and eternal death.
Occultism is connected with corruption and mafia. Without the conversion of the leading personalities in the Church and in the state to Christ there can come no blessing for Ukraine! An example of spiritual awakening today is e.g. the state of Uganda in Africa. This state was gripped by corruption and occultism. When both the leadership and the nation made three basic steps – the first one was that they openly confessed Christ, the second one that they clearly stood up against occultism, and the third one that the whole nation stood up against corruption – the result was the recovery of the nation and the recovery of the economics. A different key to the blessing of the nation, to the recovery of families and mutual human relationships and also to the recovery of economics and justice does not exist. This key is – to choose Christ and to accept His programme of pure love to God and to man. 

What shall we prefer – a monastery or an occult centre?

The occultists know very well who in Ukraine is their greatest adversary. It is just one from among the religious communities – the contemplative sisters of the Monastery of St. Elias the Prophet in Bryukhovychi. It is not an accident that a prominent representative of occultism has bought up a wood next to them which offered the contemplative monastery the necessary conditions for existence, and now he is building here an occult centre in the shape of a pagan sanctuary. Besides, this man is an owner of more apartments (houses) even outside the Lvov region. By means of the leadership of the town of Bryukhovychi he arrogantly appealed to the highest Church structures, that they help him liquidate the defending sisters! Fortunately, it did not happen.

What actually is the sisters’ aim? They realized that this is a serious thing. The sisters as a contemplative religious community represent pure spirituality – the pure teaching of the Gospel which they genuinely try to actualize by the following of Christ. This is why they have forsaken the world – that they might devote themselves to interior prayer and spiritual fight for their sake and for the sake of the Church and the nation. Supposing that occultists, represented by Mr. Dashchenko, manage to build up their centre here, the sisters know they will be forced to leave their monastery. It is not possible that in one place there should be a spiritual centre behind which is the Spirit of Christ and a centre behind which is the spirit of antichrist. 
Shall we allow that which was established by Metropolitan A. Sheptytskyi to be liquidated?

UGCC (the Ukrainian Greek-Catholic Church) was liquidated for 44 years. Now already for 17 years it has been free, so the state respects it and thereby it respects its structures as well, and one of the structures of the Church is the contemplative monastery which for its existence needs the inevitable living conditions. These conditions were created by Metropolitan A. Sheptytskyi who founded this contemplative monastery 80 years ago. In near Sukhovolya he let the monastery with about 5 ha of garden and a number of trees be enclosed with a concrete fence. Unfortunately, after the fall of Communism in 1990 the sisters were returned their monastery and garden no more. They were asked to be merciful as at that time the premises served for a school. The sisters therefore did not demand the return of their property. Ten years ago a benefactory organization donated to them a due sum for the purchase of an uncompleted house on the edge of wood in Bryukhovychi. The house satisfied the conditions for a contemplative monastery. When at that time they asked if they could also buy a part of the wood, the town leadership told them that it was not possible. Now, however, they come to hear that the whole parcel of wood, approximately 100×100 metres, has been sold to Mr. O. Dashchenko, so that he could build here his occult centre.
God has now allowed a trial for whole UGCC as well as for whole Ukraine in the form of a seeming triviality, which is a spiritual encounter of two spiritual centres – on the one hand the centre of living Christianity, which is represented by the contemplative sisters who have already for two months every three days been taking turns in a hunger-strike and calling on God day and night for the spiritual awakening of the Church and of Ukraine, and on the other hand the spiritual centre of occultism connected with a curse on the nation, this one represented by the occultist Mr. Dashchenko.
After two months of fight the sisters wanted to bring this case before the District Court in Lvov; however, they were said that if there was noone to plead for them, they would lose the suit, and the occultist would win along with the whole system of darkness which was behind him. There remains only one hope, to trust wholly in the Lord, that He will defend their cause. Yet God has allowed this case as a trial for the Church and political power on the territory of Lvov, whether they will consciously decide for God or against Him.
After the period of darkness let the light of Christ prevail in Ukraine

Christianity in Ukraine and in Russia has existed already for a thousand years. Eastern Ukraine for almost 70 years was a part of USSR, and thus it was exposed to an atheistic pressure which was liquidating Christianity. Western Ukraine was a part of USSR for 45 years. After the break-up of USSR whole Ukraine found itself in a spiritual vacuum. This was abused by various destructive streams from the West leading to the self-destruction of the individual, family, the Church and the nation. The Church is to leaven the nation, it is to be a moral guarantee to individuals, to families as well as to the society. But the main aim of an awakened and living Church is to guarantee eternal life to all Christians. What truly brings a blessing for the nation is only the living Church preaching the living Christ and able in the power of the Spirit of God to leaven the families as well as the whole nation. The only way how UGCC and also the Orthodox might leaven the nation is that both of the Churches will repent, begin to live true conversion and not search for false ways which are offered by rotten Western Christianity with its false respect for paganism! The Orthodox do refuse paganism radically, but it is not enough, what is necessary is true conversion to the living Christ.
State representatives, be it President V. Yushchenko, V. Yanukovych or J. Tymoshenko, regard themselves as Christians and not as buddhists or hinduists. They are conscious of the moral power which could and should be provided by living Christianity for the sake of the spiritual bloom of the nation. In its forefront UGCC must put such people who are spiritual seers, who love Christ and are willing for His sake even every day again to sacrifice their lives and who likewise love the Ukrainian nation and wish for its people not only temporal but also eternal good. 

You, Your Excellency, are now put in this trial, whether You are such God’s man who loves Christ and Ukraine. We pray that You may stand this trial! 

We believe that the Church and political representatives of Lvov who love Christ and Ukraine will stand up to the defence of the spiritual and moral values of Christ’s Gospel. The chief obstacle to these values is just the occultism mentioned which brings a curse on the individual, on the particular territory and on the nation. God now puts the representatives of Church and political power in Lvov through a test, whether they will choose for themselves, for their territory and for the whole Ukrainian nation a blessing or a curse. Big matters are decided by key small things! The Church and the secular power will either stand up for the innocent and defenceless sisters who represent Christ and the Gospel, or they will stand up on the side of occultism and corruption which introduce the rule of antichrist!
Moses after 40-year-long wandering in the desert said to the nation and to each individual: “See, I have set before thee this day life and good, and death and evil... If thine heart turn away, so that thou will not obey the Lord, but shalt be drawn away, and worship other gods (demons through occultism), and serve them, I denounce unto you this day, that ye shall surely perish... I call heaven and earth to record this day against you, that I have set before you life and death, blessing and cursing: therefore choose life...” (Deut 30:15.17f) This word pronounced three thousand years ago fully holds true today, in this historic time, when the future of Ukraine is being decided.

Concrete fruit of occultism in examples

Five years ago Lvov was visited by the well-known occultist Kashpirovskyi. In the time of his seances there was a plane crash and caused death of a number of children and their parents. Was it an accident? Is the tragedy of these days – burning phosphorus in Ozhydiv (Ukraine) – accidental?
A certain mother with her little child visited a fortune-teller. The woman foretold a terrible future which the child was going to face. The mother was so tormented by this suggestive thought and by the spirit to which she had opened herself at the fortune-teller, that she finally killed her child! Before the court she said in despair that she had thus wanted to save the child from the terrible future. The mother was condemned – but not so the fortune-teller!

A similar case happened in Prague. Father and son came to work there. They both visited a fortune-teller and she likewise foretold the son a terrible future. The father opened himself to that spirit, committed suicide and wrote a parting letter explaining that he was sacrificing his life for his son. The son brought an accusation against the fortune-teller, but she suffered no harm! (transmitted in a TV broadcast in the Czech Republic) 

A certain occultist in Lvov demanded 5.000 dollars from an old pensioner. The old man was to bring the money by the next morning, otherwise he would die. The frightened pensioner, since he did not have so much money, approached the sacrament of penance because he really believed that he would die by the next morning. The priest radically told him that it is a sin to visit such deceivers and to believe them, for through them works the spirit of curse, lie and death. He invited him to repent of this sin, to renounce the spirit of divination and then he encouraged him that he may be calm and sleep without worrying because nothing will happen to him at all – and nothing did, of course.
Another case from Lvov: A young girl met a fortune-teller in the street by chance. The woman suggestively told her that her father was in big danger, facing a quick death. However, he could be saved provided that the girl brought her all money of her parents. The girl like a hypnotized medium ran home, secretly took all the money and brought it to the fortune-teller, whom she then saw never more. As for the father, nothing bad happened, of course, excepting that he lost all finances.

Almost all newspapers in Lvov every day make advertisements for diviners and fortune-tellers, and these richly pay for it. Practically they thus financially maintain the newspaper. But at what price? What a moral ruin it brings upon the poor victims! Regrettably, priests and religious mostly keep silent on it and do not warn their believers against this curse.

A certain woman living in a village near Lvov helped her mother-in-law with house repairs. The mother-in-law had some health troubles and besides a doctor she also visited a diviner. The woman-diviner suggestively told her that a close person had dug in a dead frog in the corner of her house and had thus caused all her problems. The mother-in-law suddenly recalled that her daughter-in-law had been repairing the cracked facade right at the corner of the house, and immediately she drew a conclusion that she was the person to be blamed for that all. She began to hate the poor daughter-in-law, who of her good will had been helping her, from that moment on she no more let her into her house, and thus it brought great pain and separation in the whole family.
Another woman turned to a diviner because someone had stolen her precious violin. The diviner told her that the culprit was her cousin, who, however, was absolutely innocent. The woman spread through the whole village that her cousin was a thief, she roused a quarrel, evoked hatred and caused spite in the whole family. 

How much hell and suffering these devil’s servants bring in the lives of individuals and society! They are professional liars and thieves (cf. Acts 13:10-13; 16:16-26). They draw down a curse on the whole surroundings. Regrettably, even the people of influence, artists, politicians and even believing Christians turn to them. Saint Basil in the rule 65 set a punishment for divination and magic which is equal to the punishment for a murder! (20 years on bread and water)

Adolf Hitler was open to occultism. He had four Tibetan diviners. Without their advice he took no steps. They gave him advice and at the beginning there were “miraculous” victories, but what was his end? Self-murder and death of 40 million people, and moreover whole Europe desolated by war. In the motto “Gott mit uns” the word “gott” did not mean God the Lord, but god with small g, that means a demon.

Conclusion – let us choose Christ

At the end of September 2007 political elections are to take place in Ukraine. However, unless God and His moral laws are taken seriously, unless the nation clearly stands up against occultism, Ukraine will be no paradise but only a moral and material ruin. Therefore the political and Church representatives of Western Ukraine in Lvov have to decide whether they will defend Christ or whether they will receive the rule of antichrist in the form of the occultist Dashchenko and of the system he represents.
Your Excellency, four years ago You wrote a clear article against occultism. We believe that You will stand this test of faith and that You will likewise encourage the secular power which, moved by Your resolute example, will join the side of Christ who in this spiritual fight is represented by the contemplative sisters, and thus You will bring a blessing not only for the Church but also for the Ukrainian nation. We pray for You, be not afraid!

In Christ,
Fr. Eliáš A. Dohnal ThD. OSBM

Fr. Cyril J. Špiřík Ing. ThD. OSBM 

Fr. Markian V. Hitiuk ThLic. OSBM 

Fr. Metoděj R. Špiřík ThD. OSBM

Pidhirtsi 20th July 2007

Copies to:
· Cardinals and Bishops of the Catholic Church
· Congregation for the Oriental Churches

· Mr. P. Olijnyk, Head of the Regional State Administration in Lvov
· Mr. A. Sadovyi, Lord Mayor of the town of Lvov

· V. Yushchenko, President of Ukraine

· V. Yanukovych, Prime Minister

· J. Tymoshenko, political leader
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