Icon-painting
To the Bishops of the Slovak Republic

Fashion of super-Eastern icons

Regrettably to say, behind the fashion of so-called “true-Eastern” icons is hidden the spirit of New Age which is trying to penetrate into our churches. The main concern is that the figures depicted on the icons should have long fingers, noses, ears and be dark-hued. St. John the Baptist on some of the modern icons looks like some demon or bandit. Many icons cast a damp – the eyes of the figures reflect horror and aggressiveness rather than sainthood. Some even reflect the spirit of impurity, violence and the spirit of the present-day world. A common man is able to discern which icon disposes to prayer and which not. But a religious superior or a priest who wants to be on the ball, influenced by philosophy and by the spirit of decadent art, acclaims these very icons as unique works and as a return to so-called old Eastern spirituality. Besides icons which literally incarnate the antichristian spirit there are also spiritless icons, which are in majority; through these, however, will no heart be lifted up to God.

A true icon is such that helps one to pray truly. This icon can only be painted by an artist who has the spirit of repentance and prayer, for whom prayer is a daily living need and who really perceives the spiritual battle. The icon by such an artist is a living testimony, a living Gospel! But, unfortunately, such icons are few. Modern icon painters, for the most part, just copy the icons which have already been painted. But unless they themselves live a true Christian life, they only fill these copies with the poison of their worldly spirit. 
Unfortunately, nowadays we can see different “icons” around us, e.g. on billboards, which likewise represent a spirit, but an unclean one – these are mainly nudes. Decadent art of the present time, which is permeated with the unclean spirit, has penetrated even into the Church iconography. The influences of the spirit of New Age lead away from the living relation to Christ and open the door for paganism. 
We even have some icons or statues from the past behind which is an unclean spirit. Arguing that the particular icon or statue is historical and therefore exemplary is demagogy in this case! Our concern is not history or art but the spirit they represent! This is the essence of discernment!!!

The Slovak newspaper “The Catholic News” brings a photograph on which Archbishop J. Babjak SJ solemnly shows an “icon” of Bishop P. Gojdič OSBM. We look with horror at this so-called icon on which the martyr Bishop P. Gojdič is offensively imaged as if he was some moron (the newspaper states that this caricature was painted by Archbishop J. Babjak himself). 
In another place one advertises a new icon of the Holy Virgin which has been placed in Litmanová (note: a pilgrimage place in Slovakia where the Holy Virgin is called “The Immaculate Purity”). This icon, however, is not in the least an expression of purity, rather the opposite. The sitting posture as well as the whole appearance makes an impure impression. This so-called icon, though painted in compliance with the artistic parameters, is actually an affront to and a mockery of the Holy Virgin!
A certain church in Košice has had a very expensive iconostasis erected. But sad to say, a genuine believer will find there no disposition for prayer, spiritual inspiration or peace.
A certain priest in Poland had an iconostasis made for his church by a famous icon painter. Regrettably, the believers were unable to distinguish who are the saints painted on the icons and they were so much offended that these so-called icons of art full of impurity and demonism had to be removed from the church! 
Such icons (pictures) are no windows on God’s world but windows on the world of demons. 
Unfortunately, both Slovak Greek-Catholic Bishops J. Babjak SJ and M. Chautur CSsR enforce this decadent art with the spirit of New Age on students, priests and religious as the acme of spirituality! They do not know that icon can be evaluated only by a person with a pure soul, who perceives the spiritual battle and constantly separates himself from the spirit of the world! The fact that something can even be, so to say, on a high artistic level and comply with the parameters of icon-painting does not give a guarantee that it is pure and divine! 
Near the railway central terminal in Kiev there is a new Orthodox church. Most of the icons, as on the walls so on the iconostasis, bring peace into one’s soul and dispose to prayer. It is similar in other Orthodox churches, too. Unfortunately, the Greek-Catholic Church in Slovakia has anti-icon painters!
Bishops J. Babjak and M. Chautur evidently cannot see the need of internal conversion of their dioceses. This primary duty of theirs is “made up for” by their indulging in exteriorities, which they call Eastern spirituality! This, however, is a deceit and a false pathway! They have on their conscience tenths of suchlike paintings of frights and caricatures! However, what is far worse is that they have on their conscience deformed souls of young people who wanted to follow Christ. They turned them into living caricatures which along with those painted ones drive people out from the churches and from the Church. If only they themselves could first become the living icons of Jesus Christ by way of true repentance. This is the only way leading to true purification and reform, which bears fruit here and a reward in eternity. 
In Christ, 
the bishops of the UGCC
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